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Williams angry with columnist’s comments

Dear Editor:

The facts with regard to
Patrick Kelly’s statemenf in
his column of May 3 in The
Canadian Champion are:

(1) I am not a “card carrying
member of the teachers’
union”. The statement is Judi-
crous, particularly in the con-
text in which it was presented.

(2) As the Director of
Education, membership ifi &
leachers’ federation is not per-
mitted by legislation. Common
sensé also suggests that there
would be a senous conflict of
interest otherwise.

(3) In the 1970s, I was a card
carrying member of the
teacher’s-federation. 1 have not
maintained such membership
since that time. '

(4) Prior to 1995, | was an
associate member of the teach-
ers’ federations. The associate
membership carried no union
rights nor privileges. It did per-
mit me to refeive the profes-
sional teaching journals pub-
lished by the federations -
important information for me
10 carry out my job.

(5) I have not now, nor have
| ever had a conflict of interest

in discharging my responsibiti-
ties as Director of Education. |
take my job seriously and have
been violated by your article.
(6) The statement in Patrick
Kelly's article is untrue and
defamatory. I can only assume
Its intent was to dgmage my

credibility and reputation.

¢ Bob Willilams
Director of Education
Halton Board of Education
Editor’s note: A correction
and apology related 10 this
ernor on the newspaper's part
appear-on page 4 of today's
ISSue.

READERS WRITE

Reed serves Halton,

says reader, not PM

Dear Editor:

Al a recent Liberal convention our area MP
Julian Réed stated that he agreed with Prime
Mipister Jean Chretign's policy that Liberal
MPs must toe the’party line or pay the price

Mr. Reed believes that his first responsibility
1S 10 the party and it's leader and not-hus con-
stituents. If that is the case, then wfly are we
laxpayers paying over $100,000 a year tor Mr
Reed and each of his Liberal ®horts if their
only function is to act as trained seals for the
PM and his unelected advisors?

Mr. Reed was elected to represént the citizens
of Halton in Ottawa. The taxpayers of Halton
pay his salary, s perks, and his pension fund,
not the Liberal party
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new federal nding bolindaries, Mr. Reed stated
that the citizens of Milton have been good to '3
him in the past 4nd that he looks forward to 3
representing the new Milton-Halton Hills nding =
following the next federal election.

Halton has indeed beeg good ta Mr..Reed, @
having previously elected him to the provincial E
legislature, thus allowing him to collect a 2
provincial pension while collecting his federal 2
MP salary ' , T

| believe it is time that Mr. Reed return the -
favour and start fulfilling his election promises,
such as creating jobs, jobs, jobs, reforming our
justice and immjgration systems and develop-
ing fiscal responsibility while maintaining
health care and efucation. This would stand i
stark contrast'to recent action.oh the Liberal
promises surrounding the GST,

Richard Malboeuf

Milton
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Kingsbury takes

Issue with story

Dear Editor:

[ have a concemn regarding theagticle of
Wednesday, Apnil 24, entitled “Budge!
tlops, board sphts into two camps”™

As the board representative for Wards |
& 3 Milton; I feel a need to comment
First, 1 must say that | enjoy the writing of
Kim Amott. | find her stones balanced and
fairly representative of all sides of an
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| do take exception to the perception that
is conveyed by this aricle, which includes
a lhist of trustees.voting for the budget. The
article tnes to suggest that somehow the
trustees who Volted for the budget, at thal
point in the process, were reformers want)-
ng no lax increases, while those who voted
against 1t were traditionahists trying . to
hang on (0 the old way of doing things

hat inference 1s absolutely incorrect. In
fact, when you analyze the recorded vol-
ing pattemn since | was elected
such as corporate sponsorship, advertising
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there are more reform-minded trustees in
the hist that voted against thé budget than
in‘the list that voted for it at that point

In tlerms of trying to achieve a zero per
cent mill increase, there were cerfainly
items which-I supported removing from
l“ budget that would have accomplished
this and would have been achievable.,

The removal of ap additional $3.6 mil-
hon in the 1996 budget (or approx $8 mil-
lion annualized) termed as “negotiate
reductions  1n staff compensation
accounts” when we had already removed
over $6 million (or $15 million annual-
1zed) from the budget subject to négotia-
tions, was for me not achievable.

There 1s no doubt in my mind that this
amendment, made to the budget at the
board table during what you would have to
term as the last minute, caused the budget
(o fail at that point

Now perhaps | had an advantage over
those who voled to remove that additional
$3.6 milbion, becausé of my corporate
negotiation expenence. But if the public 1s
given the illusson [ could not support the
hUllgL‘I because of a I‘l’il“ railc lrn‘vf'r: that 1§
INncoIrect :

While | clearly sit at that board for the
studlents, a mill rate freeze has been, and
will always be, the targét for me

| also believe there are many trustees
who voled for and against the budget
reierred O 1n your article, who I’L‘;i”‘_\r
wanted a freéeze
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