Halton Region looks south to
open a new seniors’ residence

By BRAD REAUME
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Halton Region will move quickly to t_lbcn a 100-bed
senior care facihity In Burlington or Oakville.
If addihonal provincially-funded beds are not found

® accommodate the development, 100 beds and the *

associated provincial funding currently at Allendale’s
Martin House willbetransferred. Halton wants a pri-
vale company as a partner in the project. .

Regional oficials will scousthe province trying to
find municipahties willing to hand over unused long-
term-care beds. Each bed represcnis necessary provin-
clal funding used to operate long-term-care facilities

Halton 1s secking endygh beds to provid¢ funding
for an ¢cight-bed Ium at Georgetown District
Hospital, a 50-bed addition to Martin House through
renovation, and replacement of 100 beds, which will
be trangterred from Martin House to the proposed new
100-béd facility in south Halton.

Al a recent regional meeting, Burlington Councillor
Jack Denmison argued that Martin House should not
be closed, but expanded by 50 beds because of low
COSts associated with running the facility.,

"It makes no sense to relocate beds to the south of
Halton when Martin House 1s so cost effective,” Mr.
Denmison said. “We should fill the unused 50-bed
capacity at Marun House first, then pursue beds [Or
southern Halton. Removing beds from Martin House
1S just increasing our owntinetficiencies.”

However at council, Oakville Mayor Ann¢ Mulvale
and Burhington Mayor Walter Mulkewich made it
Clear that cost was not the top concemn. They dited the
ditficulty people from south Halton find in visiting
senors at the Milton facility. .

“Twice we've said wishould put beds where the

need 1s,” said Mayor Mulkewich, refernng to a previ-
ous report. “People afe in the south. People in
Burlington and Oakville néed to have bed® where their
families are.” -
. Ihe mayor referred to' the 1989 plan for long term
care, of which the construction of Allendale-was the
first phase, saying the plan called for 100 beds to
move south. 2

But Milton Cauncillor Colin Best Ramed that ‘
world has changed since 1989. We have to Keep copls
down."”

Social services commissioner Bonnie Ewart said at
lcast $3 million would be required to renovate Martin
House to rheet provincial standards. In addition, she
wondered where the current 100 residents would be
housed while renovations were being done
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“It's dufficult to get a location as attractive as this
one,” the director of operations said.

_Al the same time, the area 1sn’t congested, which
also madg the location ideal, Mr. Scale added.

He said the company is pleased to be nominated for
the award, adding that “it’s always nice 1o be recog-
mzed.”

Also nominated for 1995 Civic Improvement of the
Year are the Millside Restaurant and the Milton
Horticultural S{Eicly -

The award, winner will be mT}unL‘mI during
evening at-Halton Hills Place lomomow {‘mturﬁ
night
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Our entire Team looks
torward to ‘serving all your
Health Care needs w‘lth
Service, Selection and
‘Convenience.
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