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Open houses provide valuable role in home buying

If you've ever bought or sold a home, you're
probably familiar with open houses and the roje
they can play in the salesor purchaséof a home.
Open houses are a marketing tool which can
help give a home exposure, allowing several
potential purchasers to view properties over the
course of a day or two — usually on a weekend.

In additon to holding open_houses for the
public. real estate practitioners also condugt
open houses for other real estate prn!eahiun:m
This gives them a chance to promote their list-
ings with other practitioners who may have suit-
able buyers who wouldlbe interested in these
particular properties.

Hints for Vendors

If you're a vendor, your real estate profes-
sional will providé you with some helpful hints
on how to make your property more mar-
ketable

First of all. your property should be in top-
notch condition to create a favorable and lasting
first impression with potential buyers. Keep
your lawn trimmed and tidy. Also make sure
that all trees, hedges and shrubs look neat —
not unruly, Trim branches that block the view

JUST LISTED!

$229,900

Main floor family room with a cathedral
geiling and two skylights. Renovated
"Barzotti" kitchen. Walk-out low@r leve!
Cable T.V., town waler & school bus 10
front door. Country ambiance with town
convenience. Huge 26' x 50’ garage/work-
shop with.a 16' clear hexght.

Call Richard Lambert at (416) 234-2424
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Located on Commercial Street, this lovely 4 bedroom
home overiooks 16 Mile Creek. Features built-in elec-
InC air cleaner, ar eonditioning, bath w/whirl pool

GALORE

Such as windows, rool
shingles, and new carpel
Fridge, and slove BN
included. Extra large X
pabo doors in imng room
overlooking floral and
evergrean tiees Master
bedroom with 2 pce
ensuite & much more

Call Joyce for detals
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Of your home or hide some of 1ts best assets.

Repair any unsightly cradks or holes in your
walkway or steps that could prove to be a safety
hazard. And don’t leave tools and toys strewn
around the fromé or backyards. These detract
from your home, making it look like an obstacle
course. They could also prove to be hazardous
If someone tnpped over them

If your trim or siding looks dirty, wash it
using an appropnate cleaning solution. (Your
hardware store can probably give you tips on
what's best to use.) And if your paintwork 1s
peeling or blistering, it's tme for some cosmet-
Ic surgery. A little paint_can go a long way to

enhance the lndrkt?ldhlllf} and curb appeal of

your home. If you re ur}df')lc to tackle the job
yourself, hire a professional for best results

Indoars

Iindoors, open up curtains and blinds to let in
as much natural light as possible. This helps
show your home to its best advantage. And be

sure to move any clutter out of sight and’

rearrange furniture that might impede traffic
flow. .

Rooms should also be thoroughly aired and as
fresh as possible — particularly if you have pets
or someone in ycur family 1s a smoker.

Vacate the Premises for the Day

Your realtor wall recommend that you leave

March is
Red Cross Month
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The Canadian Red Cross Society
A United Way Age

CHRISTIE & WOODS

REAL ESTATE LTD.
189 Main Street, Milton

spemcuun PANORAMIC VIEW

29 AC private execulive estale property, on lop of Niagara
escarpment, with view from Toronto to St. Catharines This 4
bed conlemporary home lealures eat-in kilchen  dining room,
Iving room, with freplace kbrary, indoor salt waler pool, 7 bath-
rooms, central aum ++ also gazebo, gnﬂhgcnhnlm
coyrl. Call Yvonne al 878-2005.

g

M
98 ACRE FARM

60 AC workable, balance very scenic roling land with forest,
sheam & springs Stone home (circa 1840) leatures 4 bed, sep-
arale dining & living room, updated windows, kilchen & balh-
room; ong. bank bam with 9 horse stalls, inished woskshop
Call Yvonne al 878-2005

A
HOME AND INCOME
Spacous 4 bedroom brick, unique design, hot b for winler
enpyment, inground pool for summer lun, separale in- law suile

Yvonone Christie - Broker/vu.wner

g78-2095 ‘*Sales Rep
Cameron Gall' 876-4532 Allan Christie® 878-2005
Don Pelz® 878-1029

the premises during the open house to help
make prospective buyers feel as comfortable
and relaxed as possible. If you're in the house,
purchasers are likely to be more intimidated and
reluctant to give your home the thorough view-
Ing it deserves.

You want people to fully appreciate all the
attnbutes your home has to offer — and they
may not feel like opening closets and cupboards
or Idlkll’lb about decorating possibilities if
you're in the.house. Make arrangements for

'you, your children and pets to have a day-long

outing during the apen house. (After all, you
don’t want Fido jumping on or barking at
prospective buyers — and you certainly don't
want purchasers to mistakenly let fluffy, your
indoOr cat, out the back door.)

’ Secure Valuables

Before you leave, put all persohal property
like jewelry, medications and fragile items well
out of harnt's way, in a safe, secure storage
place. Don’t leave any money lying around. To
hake sure everything is secure and ready to
receive visutors, quickly inspect your‘home with
your realtor just before you leave.

Realtors know that it's important to coptrol
traffic in and out of open houses and to have a
register for all visitors to sign.

I you have any particular concemns about the
open house, don’t be afraid to talk to your real-
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tor 1< see what suggestions he or she might
bave.

« Tips for Buyers

On the flip side of the coin, if you're a buyer
attending open houses, keep in mind that view-
ing an dpen house is a privilege.

Also keep in mind that the realtor on duty is
acting as host of the véndor’s behalf. The sales-
person should be treated with the same respect
you would give the vendor.

Whei asked to identify yourself at an open
house, you should sign the guest register. The
vendor has the nght to reqygst that you sign the
register,providing your name, address and tele-
phone number.

It's also”important to refrain from-wandenng
through®the house without the salesperson pre-
sent. If the realtor is busy, wait until be or she is
able to show you around. After all, the real
estate professional will be able to point pout the
features of the home and answer any questions
you, mgy have.

- When attending open house, it's also impor-
tant to clanfy vp front who you're working with
— particularly if you've been viewing homes
with another real estate professional. Keep in
mind that the realtor you're working with has
gone to a lot of effort on your behalf and won't
get paid a commission if you switch to another
realtor,

338 Main St. E.

878-8101

Royal LePage Real Estate Sérvices Ltd.

BARBARA

o Do 4 -I*

R . ar e

$189,900

The income from the one bedroom
in-law suite in this home will help you
with your morigage payments.
Please hurray! This gem won't last

long

!LIMNT ENTERTAINING

CROWE ww:

Associate Broker
#Market Value Appraiser

878-8101

Set a new standard of living in this
spacious custom-built bungalow
Sunken L.R. with a dble sided marble
F_P. opening to the D.R FMaster %Fi
has large ensuite with Jacuzzi
Call listing agent for furthér details

4
$189,900

out,

Located on an exira
large lot within walking
distance to the "GO*
station
include 4 bedroom,
spacious family room,
rec. room & a swim-
ming pool separately
fenced, Don't
call our number
878-8101

Barbara Crowe**

DECEIVINGLY SPACIOUS
BUNGALOW

This modem well decorat-
ed home features a cozy
sunken living room with a
F.P. separate D.R., holly-
wood style kit. and a rec
rm. _which |ust needs
brdim. Priced at a modest

$164,900.

$129.000 - 81 MILLSIDE

Features

miss

ONLY $199,000

VIRGINIA

BRAZEAU *RAN
Sales

Representative

878-8101

3539 000

East of Milton -

On Burnhamthorpe Rd.
Tremaine. Main fi. master bdm.. E
car garage, upn_r‘lu worksho

woogs & pond

OPEN HOUSE - 2-4 PM SUN. MAR. 24
charmy & character abound.
Recently reshingled & redecorated. Natural

gas lumace. It's lovely & worth viewing.
$679,000

ed on the Escarpment over-
looking Milton with a view of the
Toronto skyling. Unique design for
that special buyer. _ ;

2 bathrooms, 2 bedrogms, 2 bal-
conies. Sunny, bright, clean & just
lovely. All you have to do is move in!

SJ49.DGU

42 acres with large driveshed.
North-east comer of Bumhamthorpe
& Trémaine.

$159,000

Almost 8 acreg. One of Jhe best &
prettigst lots available. Clear & high.
W. well for building site. Woods &
stream behind for your pleasure.
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