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Get 1t over. with, soon

Even the most fiscally conservative among us can take no
joy in#ycslcrduy‘n massive layoff announcements by the

P‘fr'u“ul flioon ."LHI;JL“I‘ r
Retail Sales ﬂ’u!m]{rr

“Halton Board of Education.

\

Granted, there is an element of the political in the timing of
the thing. -«

Simjilar cutback statements are being released across
Ontagio. This is at the urging of the provincial school board
lobbying group, in order to pressure Queen’s Park into releas-
ing its so-called ‘tool kit’ for coping with provincial austerity.

In that sense, the layoffs aren’t final. That is, while the com-
ing cutbacks will be profound, since the school boards gren't
privy to provincial thinking, it is not known exactly if this
particularrnumber.of employees, in these particular work
groups, will be so deeply affected. But the end result will be
something similar, so there is really no cause for hope. The
bus 1s going to crash. There will be casualties. Many. Who
they are though, 1sn’t certain yet.

As it stands now, 572 teachers in area elementary and sec-
ondary schools have been told they will be out of a job at the
end of fhe school year. Also facing unemployment are two
superintendents and«S3 contract ¢eachers primanly involved
in adult education.

Mixed in to this menu of misery are various office workers,
janitorial staff and some others. To come in mid-May are
management staff cutbacks on the orderof 25 per cent.

At this point, the provincial government appears to have
clumsily overtaxed the putiéncc of Qntario’s public s¢hool
boards. Faced Wwith the reality of having to offer 16 weeks
notice of layoffs to its employees, the Halton board has done
s0, as have other public school boards.

As rage burns brightly in the board rooms, Education
Minister John Snobelen gives the Nero-esque appearance of
fiddling uncertainly with his ‘tools’ in some Queen’s Park
garret. ‘

It would seem at this point that Queen’s Park has little sub-
stantive to offer school boards regarding how to cope with
the coming cutbacks. In truth, the boards may have been
mostly grasping at straws anyway by expecting much.

The system is going to be so profoundly alt€red that mas-
sive dislocations will result, no matter what powers to tinker
with it Queen’s Park offers the boards. .

And so a most unpleasant episode begins to unfold across
Ontario, haltingly and amid even more rancor than necessary,
since the provincial government has fumbled and lost
momentum on the i1ssue, at least for now.

Bumbling ‘and political jockeying aside, one thing should
now be apparent to even the most myopic among us. This
protracted process, together with most of the other coming
provincial cutbacks, must be completed as quickly as possi-
ble. To do any less is cruel and cowardly, a shameful shrink-

ing in the face of daunting, unpleasant, cold, hard reality.
— Rob Kelly
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Ready to cheer whenever their Mustangs' junior football squad scored in 1969 were these three enthusi-
astic cheerleaders, Monica Andress, Sue Pope and Debbie Sim, of Milton District High School. The giris
had plenty to cheer about that season, particularly when their team downed the T.A. Blakelock Junior

Tabbies 16-15 to jump into second place.

Pages of the Past

One Year Ago

From the March 8, 1995 issue

* Scouts Canada held a garage sale to raise money for the
Canadian Red Cross Society. More than 1,000 items were
available. Richardson Chev-Olds at Derry Road and
Ontano Street donated the space.

* International Women's Day was celebrated around the
world, a tradition that started in 1910. Local celebrations
focused on the Wamen's Information and Support Centre
of Halton, which opened in Milton in October, 1993.

* The Town of Milton planned to increase some of its
fees for leisure programs and facility rentals. Council sanc-
tioned the move based on the general committee recom-
mendation.

20 Years Ago

From the March 10, 1976 issue

* Roy Bennett, president of Ford of Canada, officiated at
the official opening of Gallinger Motors Ltd. The new
Lincoln-Mercury dealership was located at the comer of
Main Street and Wilson Drive.

* The Milton District Hospital Auxiliary in conjunction
with “by bettianne” shop of Georgetown presented a musi-

cal fashion show at the E.C. Drury High School auditori-
um. The Milton Chansonettes choir and trio provided
musical background at the event.

* Barbara Y. (Royle) Ford of Milton, the first woman to
ever receive a Master Breeder Shield from the Canadian
Holstein Association, was honoured at the club’s annual
meetingdn Toronto. The award was the highest attainable
by a Holstein breeder.

50 Years Ago

From the March 7, 1946 issue :

» Milton Public School pupils presented a concert in the
high school auditorium. There was good attendance at both
shows. The program consisted of dnlls, dances, plays,
recitations, gymnastics and selections by the school choir.

» A meeting of the Halton Milk Producers was held at
the court house in Milton. The primary question under con-
sideration was the proposed Milk Marketing Agre€ nent. It
was decided that no action would be taken by producers in
regard to contracts until another meeting of the producers
was called.

* The February meeting of the Mountain Union
Women's Institute was held at Bell School. Ten ladies and
eight visitors were present. Opening exercises were read
and school children provided musical numbers.

by Steve Nease




