Carbon monoxide detectors provide early warnirg

It's called the silent killer, and it may be lurk-
ing in your house. Carbon monoxide - odorless,
colpriess and deadly - is an increasing concem
to homeowners across the province. Once
thought of as a problem confined to garages and
automobiles, today's airtight, energy efficient
homes are moving the threat of carbon monox-
ide poisoning indoors.

The most frightening aspect of carbon
monoxide (CO), i1s that it can kill in your home
and in your sleep. Most victims are overcome
without realizing they are being poisohed. CO
acts on the bloodstream, robbing it of oxygen
until a pcmén becomes drowsy and incoherent,
then ultimately passes out. At this stage, unless
help amives, death follows.

Excessive CO can be caused by many house-
hold appliances: gas or o1l furnaces, water
heaters, and even refrigerators and clothes dry-
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ers. Especially dangerous are clogged chimneys
or furnace vents, fireplaces, and wood sjoves.

Among the most common causes of ‘unsafe
levels are chimneys which have become
blocked and broken fumace vents. It is impor-
tant to stress that many ‘appliances can also be a
problem if they malfunction.

Fortunately, there is something homeowners
can do to prevent tragedy. One solution lies in
new technology which has developed effective
CO detectors. These devices, required by law
since 1993 in any new home with a fireplace or
wood stove, look and.act much hike our familiar
smoke detectors. If an excessive CO level is
detected, they emit s shnll alarm. Detectors sell
at hardware stores for $60 to $70.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission
recommends placing at least one unit close to
the home’s sleeping area, but fire departments
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BILL CURRIE

* . ' | Street where people love 1o live

v | Upgrades galore 4 beds, 2 fireplaces.
f approx. 1920 sq. .. Only $208,900
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dimng and lving rooms, eat-in lotchen,

finished rec. room and in Move-in con-

dition. Contactgoan Tattrie-Hollings

THE COMPLETE HOME

i Fenced lot, cent. air, corner F/P, |

0/S garage, 4 bedrooms, 3}
| washrooms, semi-ensuite, eat-in
§ kitchen, sun deck, covered BBQ |
| deck. Call Doug Butson.
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FRANCINE CROSS

Live on a quiet court in 2 3 bdrm.
b/split in Dorset Pk. for $8500
down/$1,250/month. Call Audrey

Located in Brookville. This customi)
bedroom ranch offers upgraded
kitchen, L-shaped lving room & dining
room, family room with fireplace,
s room & super back _yard with
poul Al on 130 % 230" lot.

Currie.

| have a three bedroom with separate |
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LOCATION

Lovely country home. 8
large rooms. 3 full baths. |
jdetached oversize garage.|
10nly $215,000. Chris]
{ Newell |

Very comfortable three bedroom
family home with bright family
room, Call Wayne Casspn to view
or for more information

! beautitul Dorset Park 3+1 bedroom
raised ranch. Lots of upgrades. Call §
Chris Newell today! |

| On top of the escarpment. Private & seclud-

(95).’8

Three bedrpoms. 2 washrooms, lamily room |}
with fireplace. | shaped LR & DR Eat-n iuichen
with walkout 1o deck, many upgrades 5178 9500

and manufacturers advise a second be installed
next to the furnace. '

While detectors offer a certain measure of
protection, the other half of the safety equation
15 prevention. Most cntical is to have a qualified
service person check your furnace and inspect
all chimneys. Even something as innocent as a
bird's nest can compromise your chimney's
ability to vent CO. Other items to check are iur-
nace filters, thermostats, and clothes dryer vents
(actually, any vent to the ﬂulglde can become
clogged).

CO can also travel between attached dwell-
ings and from indoor garages, so pay special
attention to cracks or breaks in dividing walls,
Because detection is relatively new in house-
hold use, standards are stll being set. Usually,
safe concentration is rated in parts per mnllu:m
(ppm) over a certain time penod: for Examplc
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35 ppm for eight hours is the (5nlann workplace
maximum. Residential standards are now being
set and should be released soon.

In the meantime, some agencies, such as the
Newmarket Fire Department, are setting their
single measure-
ment of more than 10 ppm as serious enough to
cause concem.

Private companies, such as First Alert, are
also paying a leading role. In addition to devel-
oping state-of-the-art detectors, they have an
abundance of literature available which can be
obtained by calling their consumer hotline at |-
800-772-1938. Local fire departments may also
provide brechures andadvice.

Whatever the means, now that the silent killer
has spoken, all homeowners would be wise to
undertake a CO assessment, buy a detector and
let your family rest easy.
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email me at: ecnewell@tor.Lhookup.net and win a prize

{ Featuring 2 4 bedroom farmhouse with eal-

1 in kiichen, separate living & dining rooms

i main floor famuly room with woodburmng

i stove, main floor laundry, economical
round source heating system and quiet I

ion l.lthum??mu Htu-rm |

I Three bedrooms, finished rec
| room, fenced backyard, downtown |
§location. Call Wayne Casson to}

| many upgrades, inground pmi Steel ba

with
nk

barn with box stalls. Land in hay & pad-

| ed. Beautitully landscaped. 8.7 acres, 5
i bdrms., indoor pool, 2 stone lireplaces,
{ exceliem location. Only 4 kms 10 Milton

Close to shopping. Nicgly deco- |

rated. Private yard. 2 pCc. ensuite
Low, maintenance fees. Call

| docks Please ask 10r Ron Twiss

:

_ |

| Finished from top to bottom, four ‘
I bathrooms, five bedrooms, rec. |
| room with woodstove and sauna, |
jdble nirm and much more. Call }

Fully fenced 85 x 120, 3 good sized bedrioms
two full bdths, family room with artight stove
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1,1 QUALITY THROUGHOUT |

SPRING IS CLOSE!
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Move in time 10 enyoy Spring i the country tThis §
umque property awadts you and your famaly A
1 lo! ol upgrades in recent years 4 bedrooms
man oo amily 100m Digger han you eepect

T

hardwood Noors and much more Call Joan

BUILDING
LOTS

'3/4 Acre:
$114 900

5.5 Acre:
$129.900

Call Bill Currie.

MAIN STREET

artment
. Call

Store with a
fover. $259,
I Chris Newell.

VACANT LAND

11.4 acres at Moffat

$109,900. Audrey
| Newell.
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RETAIL
OFFICE SPACE

Up to 4200 sq. ft. avail-
able in plaza. Newly reno-
vated. $4 sq. ft.

Also available 700 sq. ft.
retail. $9 sq. ft.

Call Chris Newell for details.

Audrey Newell
Associate Broker

JOSEFH FEDAC SEX

I fished rec. room with woodstove. pius 4th |
| bedroom or den. double garage. shows
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FUNERAL HOME/ MED OFFICE

WAYNE

or daycare potential, plus 3 bed-
| room residential apartment and 2nd |
| floor apartment on 1/2 acre in a vil- |

iaoe setting. Call Doug Butson.

$166,900

Only $8345 dqen carries for $1210/month. )
Laurier built semi withJdarge master bed-
room, spacious entry hall. 2 bay windows
wreplace in liv. rm . above ground pool. rec
roem. near schools & parks. Audrey §

ANGELA

Quality built homes in Rockwood
only a short drive to Milton and
Hwy 401. Call Wayne Casson for
more miom'ilhm

The experience.
The systems.
The winning
team for you.

Call us
today.
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