A | “You're dealing with very
contentious issues,a
fundamental change in
structure, and it’s very

 clear there's going to be a
position put forward to
defend the status quo.”
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Report warns of huge tax hikes

By PAUL MITCHISON
Special to The Champion

An explosive report, to be released to
Halton regional councillors today, is
expected to show Halton homeowners will
pay an averagé ol $582 more in property
tax if the recommendations of Aane
Golden's GTA Task Force are passed

The report will show taxes for an ayer
age home in Halton Hills will increase a
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whopping $883, while a $620 rise is pre-
dicted for Milton, $426 for Oakville and
$401 for Burlington.

The figures were compiled by officials
in the treasury departments of outlying
regions, including Halton. The report
paints a gloomy picture. for Halton taxpay-
ers, who end up paying more, while Metro
Toronto pays less, with taxes pooled across
the GTA for services

But Burlington Mayor Walter Mulke-
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* Total Project Management * Excellent References

* A Professional Installation * Aad our new lines -
Kitchens, Oxford Fine Kitchens
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We offer ...

* The Latest in European
Appliances, Sinks & Taps

|*'.{|wt‘l the unespected
599 Third Line (below Speers Rd.)

Please visit our

Showroom or call to set
up an appointment
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ally manufactured and carefully installed by a select group of contractors, The ren
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wich said he's not convinced the figures to
be presented by regional staff are what tax-
pay®rs can really expect from the GTA
recommendations.

"You're dealing with very contentious
issues, a fundamental change in structure,
and it* very clear there's going to be a
position put forward to defend the status
quo. I was expecting that to happen

“1 think In 1hl‘_"t‘tt number of weeks'
you're going to have an array of figures
that will likely confuse everybody. I'm not
aware of the rescarch that went into this,”
he said in an interview prior o the release
of the higures :

It was already estimated commercial
taxes will climb 30 per cent hike in Milton,
according to higures prominently displayed
in the Golden Task Force report

A committee ol rcglunul treasurers com
piled the latest information, released last
week o politicians in Peel Region. Halton
councillors will receive the same kKind ol
information at a special meeting today
(Wednesday )

Halton regional Chair Joyce Savoline
sard she's not certarn what the hgures will
do to shape opinions about the Golden
report, which essentially recommends
scrapping Halton Region, and other
regional municipahties, a tavor of a larger
GTA council with himuted powers

“I don't know whether it change any
opinions, the opintons are all over the
mlace anyway,” smd Ms Savoline

“The only thartg ‘1'm sure of 1s whateve
change occurs has 1p be tor the better, the
hottom hine to the taxpayer has (o be a
good one.

She said the people who ve been calling
IIL'? since the release of the Golden RL‘[‘KH"I
have concerns 1t s designed o fix the prob
lems of Metropohitan Toronto, at ‘the
expanse of outlying arcas. o

“People are very worfied about being
part of a GTA (Greater Toronto Area)
council “lL‘} teel the
council like that would be so small, that
hdl't'l} exists tor them -I.h'l.:fhlfl.‘ concemned
about how the priorities are set, with
regards to smaller municipalines out here.”

'he task force recommended to the pro-
vince a Greater Toronto council play a role
in overseeing several services, including
police, transit, waslte disposal, waler, sepver,
cconomic development, some planning
1ssues, conservaton authonties and more

Kranstz cleared

* from KRANSTZ on page 1 .

blay, Ivan Thompson, Colin Bingham and
Keith Madeley. Mr. Madeley is charged
with firstdegree murder in the slaying ol
77-year-¢ld Fred Sheppard of Milton

Thret people called by the defence tQ
offer character references for Mr. Kranstz
gave glowing reports of the correctional
officer's integrity on the job and in the
community

“T behieve, as other people do, that he 15
a person of very strong moral character,”
sard correctional officer Anne Winter-
mute, who has worked with Mr. Kranstz
for five years. “He bnings a lot of matunty
and wisdom o the job that not many oth-
ers have. oW

Mr. Kranstz, wholwas transferred from
the Martin Street complex’'s detention cen-
tre jo (W& correctiongl centre following the
assault charges, said after the verdict he
felt he was treated fairly by prison officials
and the Ministry of Correctional Services
dunng the ordeal.

Maplehurst deputy superintendent
Michael Stephensop said it's likely Mr.
Kranstz will be moved back to work at the
detention centre.

Milton Mayor Gord Kranu: Mr.
Kranstz's brother, didn’t attend the tnal. »
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