Catholic board says report, :
could mean a cash mftlsmn Wa 1 I a C e

The Golden report on the Greater
Toronto area says little about edu-
cation, but it could still mean big
dividends for Halton’s Roman
Catholic School Board.

A key item is the recommenda-
tion that commeé¥cial and industnal
education tax payments be pooled
and shared across the GTA. ..

The GTA task force says Metro
Toronto businesses currently pay a
much greater share than their sub-
urban counterpagts

Pooling edudation taxes would
be a “gold mipe” for Catholic
school'Boards throughout the GTA,

local Catholic board

Halton's Catholic board has tra-
ditionally been financed almost
entirely by residential taxes.
Business lax support is currently

said Fred Sweeney, director of the

“It would be a Godsend for us,’
said Mr, Sweeney. He added, how-
ever, Cathohc boards outside the
GTA would still have financing
problems.

Mr. Sweéney said if Halton is
included in the GTA and this
financing is implemented, a
provincial recommengation to
amalgamate Catholic boards in
Halton and Hamilton-Wentworth
would be scrapped. Halton's
Catholic board has staunchly
opposed being amalgamated with
other boards.

Catholic board Chair Alice Anne
LeMay had not seen final details of

the report, but agreed that peoling

funding would be positiv,,
Ms LeMay said the Golden

report should~have little effect on

school boards because its mandaie
covers local and regional govern-
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Leach S'ays changes Onty *12,995
coming soon in wake
of task force’s report

KEITH GILLIGAN \
Special to The Champion

GTA reform task force members “came to” the
inescapable conclusion that Greater Toronto has reached
the point where the status quo is no longer an option.

is required,” task force head and report mthor
Anne Golden said Tuesday .

Her report makes 51 recommendations, including lcnp-
ping the five regional govemments and replacing them
with a Greater Toronto Countil (GTC). It also recom-
mends pooling the education portion of commercial and
industrial property laxes across the GTA, introducing a
form of market value assessment for properties, and giving
municipal governments More power.

Municipal Affaips Minister Al Leach told the presé*con-
ference, ““Two things are Clear — change is needed and it
should be in place for the municipal elections in
(November of) 1997, We'll make decisions in the next 90
days and have legislation for the House to consider in the
spring.”

When asked what the chances were of the report’s rec-
ommendations being implemented, Mr. Leach said,
“Pretty good. They’re Jooking a smaller government and
more power locally. The Greater, Toronto Council would
have fewer powers than the present Metro government, for
example.” /

Scrapping the regions and seniing up the GTC would

“end the unhealthy competition and infighting among
GTA municipalities,” Ms Golden said. “It’s time to end

Williams sees no
big educational
Spin in report

By CAROL BALDWIN
Special to The Champion

Will education in Halton be affected if the
region becomes part of a revamped Greater
Toronto?

No one seems (o know the answer, hLl specu-
lation funs the gamut in the wake of Anne Gol-
den’s report suggesting that course Tuesday .

“It could have an impact, it depends on the
specific recommendations that they (the
Golden task force) make,” said Bob Williams,
director of education for the Halton Board of
Education. "It looks like there's not much that
IS going to have an impact on education.”

Mr. Williams said the Halton board already
has co-operative arrangements with Halton
Region, its four member municipalities and the
Roman Catholic school board, and those
arrangements have enhanced the board’s buy-
INg pOWer.

Similarly, if the region expands to include all
of the Greater Toronto Area, the buying power
could be enhanced even more. “In theory there
might even be some advantages,” Mr.
Williams speculates. “I don’t see it being detn-
mental. It depends on how they implement it.”

Oakville Trustee Penny Siebert, the vice-
chair of the board, referred to the Golden
report as one piece of a puzzle, which also

* see REPORT on page 4

MILTON LACROSSE
§  ASSOCIATION

requires

REP TEAM
COACHES

SUNDAY EVENINC. for the 1996 lacrosse season

Traditional Roast Prine Rib Applications are invited for
of Beef Dinner with coaching positions for the
Yorkshire Pudding 1996 Rep program.

ackuing

Soup du Jour o Applicaﬂons due by February 2, 1996

Presh Spring Green Salad

Completion of

Dessert & Collee Laval 1 Coaching Certification required

g e e For further information and application
For reservations call forms please contact Coaching Director

= 878-8161 @

raeme Gair at 877-858¢
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