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Newsunes | Chudleigh wary

Milton man still in Of Sendlng Metl‘O
local tax money

sertous condition

Miltonian Frank Warns, 69, was
listed in serious condition in the
intensive care unit of Hamilton
General Hospital yesterday. Mr.
Warris was injured in a.head-on
collision on No. 5 Siderqad Mon-
day.

Mr. Warris was drivingya 1990
Ford Aerostar van eastbound at
7:10 p.m. when it collided with a
westbound 1992 Plymouth Sun-
dance near his home.

Leonard Brownlow, 43, oRBirch-
way Place in Acton was killed in the
crash just west of Highway 25,

The accident is still under inyesti-
gation by Halton Regional Police's

" Public Safety Unit.
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Victuim support
group begins soon

A support group will begig in mMid-
February for female victims of sex-
ual violence.

The Halton Rape Crisis Gentre
will offer the progrﬁn in a “safe,
structured and encouraging envi
ronment” to adult and adolescent
females, said centre spokesperson
Karme Hatton.

“Groups address the effects of
violence and work toward develop-
ing an ufderstanding of and
response o societal violence,” she
said.

For more information, contact Ms

‘Hatton at the Halton Rape Crisi

Centre, 825-3622.
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' By BRAD REAUME

The Champion

Halton North MPP Ted Chudleigh i1s not exactly
leading a cheer following this week’s release of the
(Golden report outlining reform proposals in the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

“It's a report submitted to the
provincial government. It helps
define the parameters of the
discussion,” he said. ""The ofh-
cial line on the GTA 1s the cur-
rent system-isn'( working and
IS oVerly expenstve and needs
change.”

He sand any changes (o gov-
eming the GTA should be in
place by the beginning of 1997,
in ime for municipal elections
slated for Novémber of next
year. To maintain that timing,
legislative changes should be
debated 4n the falkor even as
early as this spring, according
to Mr. Chudleigh

He said he expects consider-
abler debate on issues surround-
ing GTA refjorm and encour-
ages it. "“The changes intro-

_ duced will be contentious.

“My personal experience of
government 1s that loyer-tier
munlupulmex are fiscally
responsible. Mumupﬂl govem-
ment in Toronto is in fiscal dif-
ficulty, the provincial govemn-
ment is in deeper still and the
federal government i1s in the

biggest difficulty. The bigger,

the government the more finan-
cial trouble it is in. ‘Bigger 1‘
better’ does nnt nunaanly
mean a lot to me.’

The report advocates a 30-
member council to oversee the
entire GTA»and the abolition
of regional government.

Mr. Chudleigh pointed out
that the Tory Common Sense
Revolution election platform
talked about smaller, more
responsive govérmments. '

The rcpurt‘alsu suggests
pooling business taxes among
the regions and Metro Toronto
to finance education. As well,

Mpomlbiﬂytdnnbv
Metro Toronto
regarding their

situation then I'll be
damned before I'll
agree to any sharing of

to create a standard busingss
taxation level, it advocates hik-
ing suburban commercial taxes
and dropping Metro Toronto’s

Like many suburban politi-
cians, Mr. Chudleigh sees this
as something of a bail-out, to
correct past mistakes for which
Metro Toronto has only itself
10 blame.

“Until 1 se¢*some “*responsi-
bility taken by Metro Toronto
regarding their situation then
['ll be damned before 11l agree
10 any sharing of taxes from
my area,” Mr. Chudleigh said.

“Remember, the areas sur-
rounding Toronto are all
coloured blue after the last
provincial election. We are not
going to turn our backs on
those that elected us.”

Mr. Chudleigh agreed “a’

healthy "Toronto is the best of
all possible worlds” but said
the focus would not be on “ a
healthy Toronto at any cost.”

oy e

48 I;uritrm Milt
Complete Floral

Mmmunmnnwm

u-.u.m—u‘r' wmmmmw
schoul besk the Bagile 59+ |

Hayden trial put off agdin

The case of a retired frefighter accused
of setung a senes of blazes will not resume
until May.

Following numerous postponeents, the
trial of Richard Hayden, 56, of Churgpli
Avenue is now scheduled to continue May
7 in Burlington provincial court,

Jhe tnal began in late November but
was remanded in December while court
officials ironed out a feasible continuation
date in the backed-up system. The May
trial dafe was set in Burlington Wed-
nesday. Although the former City of York
firefighter has pleaded not guilty to the
charges, he hasn't contested evidence that
he set vacant buildings such as bams and
churches on fire in town from April 7-29,
1995.

Mr. Hayden's lawyer, Fred Forsyth, has _

indicated he will raise a defence that his
client isn’t criminally responsible for, the
crimes due to mental iliness.

The former City of York firefighter for
28 years was arrested April 29 in connec-
tion with a rash of fires that caused more
than $800,000 damage.

Court has heard Mr. Hayden admutted in
a police interview that he Set vacant struc-
tures on fire with gasoline, and later re-
tumed to the scenes to walch firefighters
battle the flames because he missed his old
job.

Mr. Hayden, who is currently. beirlg hefd
in @ psychiatric hospital, retiged from fire-
fighting more than a yeaf ago after suffer-
ing a stroke that Caused brain damage.

He faces eight counts of arson and three
counts of break and enter.




