The Canadian Champion, Wednesday, January 17, 1996 — 22

878-4444

For Ontario Jr. Ladies title

Last throw by Cannington edges Milton rink out

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

It came down to the firal match ol
the week-long tournament, the final
game of the championship nmuh and
the final throw of a rock.

Unfortunately for Kirsten Harmark
and her Milton Curling Club rink, last
week's Ontario Junior Women's
Curling Championships in Newmarke!
also meant the final competition in
their 1995/96 campaign, and no
provincial crown repeat.

l'hr: Harmark nnk — which includ-
ed F7-year-old vice Nicole Pellegrin,
19-year-old second Catherine Kemp
and 18-year-old lead Andra Harmark
— came up on the short'end of a one-
point championship decision to Denna
Schell’s rnink from Cannington.

The 5-4 squeaker was arguably one
of the closest and most exciting junior
championship matches ever at the
provincial playdowns, as Schell came
up with her team’s final point on her
last shot.

“They were just a baby finger away

Wheelchair athlete Ryan Leworthy will represent
Milton when a dozen hockey players take to the ice at
Maple L#af Gardens tonight (Wednesday).

The five-minute exhibition game during’ the
intermission has been arranged by the LINK Foundation
(headquartergd in Milton) and will be unusual in many
respects. First, its aim is to showcase the abilities of dis-
abled athletes, who play sledge hockey.

Second, the sledge hockey players are to be pitted
against able-bodied champion women hockey players, all
, in the pool for the 1998 Olympic team. Mrmen
have been practicing hockey on sledges just for the oppor-
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from making a return trip to the
nationals,” said Milton coach Pat B.
Reid. “It was truly a magnificent
match. I told the ladies that we didn’t
lose, the other team just won,

“I’ve been to the provincial champi-
onships five previous times and this
one dthnmr hurts the most.

Kirsten's sentiments were much the

same after Sunday morning s "‘h”“r"

down with Cannington. While clearly
disappointed with the season being
over, an underlying satistaction with
the team’s vast improvement this sea-
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Here’s looking at you
Milton's Amy DiPalma, an 11-year-old gymnast who works out with the Etobicoke Olympium Rl'lythmlc Gymnastics Club, mMmﬂyl‘whuwm
tional meet recently. She's a nationally ranked novice competitor and will be in Los Angeles this weekend for a meet.

son fought its waydo the surface.

“l would say our performance at this
year's provincials was better, we made
big improvements over the 1995-96
s¢ason. The championship game was
as close as possible. It came down to
the very last shot of the day and unfor-
tunately she (Schell) made 1t,” said
Kirsten, who finished out her last sea-
son of junior competition. Sister
Andra, Nicole and Catharine are all
eligible for at least another year
together.

Coach Reid said both rinks stepped

Leworthy plays at Maple Leaf Gardens

Falls, Hamilton and Mlssmsmg:.
exhibition game” will use
play and will be offici
and Milton resident Bruce Hood. Players propel them-
selves in lightweight molded plastic sledges on skate
blades, with picks on the handle end of custom-made
hockey sticks. The game is fast moving and takes substan-
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tial upper body strength.
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LINK Foundation executive Mike Leworthy is excited
about the opportunity to demonstrate this sport at the
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all the players but more importantly, it fulfills the
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things up a notch for the champi-
onship match, each making key shots *
from start to.finish. ““The fans were lit-
erally in awe of the shots being made.
The teams really put on a show.

“Kirsten kept coming up with great
shots. The only difference was they
(Cannington) had last shot,” added
Reid. ’

Milton's only other loss over the
six-day tournament came againsit
Cannington in draw number two of
round-robin play — again in an edge-
of-your seat 6-4 Tinal that was decided
on the last shot.

Milton tied with Cannington in
round-robin play with a 6-1 record
before blasting Ottawa 8-4 in the,
semifinals. Their round-robin showing
included triumphs over Ottawa (8-6),
Thombhill (7-4), St. Cathannes (10-2),
London (8-5), Orangeville (7-6) and
Unionville (6-2).

“The ladies (were) outstanding all
week long. One thing 1 admire most 1s
that they weren’t afraid to give 110
per cent, knowing that if they gave it
averything they had and still lost 1t
was going (o hunt,” Reid said.

“Most athletes stay in a comfort
zone so they have an excuse if they
lose, but this team simply refused to
do this. I'm extremely proud of them
and know they’ll leam a lot from this
season,” the coach added.




