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Give your home a quick fix-up without spending a fortune

I vou ve recently purchased a home
think it needs some fixing up here and there, but
don’t want to spend a king's ransom, there are
plenty of relatively simple, cost-effective things
you can do to pive your new digs a boost and
create more pleasant surroundings

You may find, for instance, that the asphalt or
concrete dnveway you' ve acquired with your
home 1s in a sad state of repair or that your alu-
minum siding lpoks a httle dull and dingy. And
what are you goingo do about that ancient door
which hides the view of that strniking, hand
carved front door”

With just a httle ingenuity and perseverance,

u'll discover that you can probably Work
wonders even on”a relatively tight budgd? -
how much actually needs

QOutside

However, belore you decide to tackle any
projects, be reahsyc. It you need major work
done (hike replacing a foundation footing), obvi-
ously a little patching here or there isn't going
i be terribly effective. Unless it's an emer-
gency - it may be better to wait until you have
the funds to have the job done properly by pro-
fessionals.

On the other hand, there are many things you
can do yourself, or hire someone 10 do for a rea-
sonable cost, For instance, if your chimney
l00ks hke it's in rough shape, vou can have it
re-pointed instead of replacing it altogether

[f you have'aluminum siding that looks like
It’s seen betters days, don’t automatically

assume you have to replace it; you can have il
power washed by, professional cleaners. You
may want to try cleaning it yourself with the
proper cledansers. (Check with your local hard
ware or butlding supply store to see what prod
ucts they recommend for this task.)
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Minor craCks in your driveway, sidewalk or
outer foundation walls can be remedied with the
appropriate patching compound. (However,
consult an expert-for anything that appears 1o be
the least bit senious.) You can also buy special
scalants for your driveway to give it a new,
glossy sheen. Again, it's important to check
with your local building supply or hardware
store to see what's recommended.

Il your storm doors are in bad shap® you
should defimitely consider replacing them.
While this may seem expensive, there are many
energy-ethicient choices to choose from and

these will help enhance the overall look of your

home, while helping to save money on your
heating bills at the same time.

T'he same logic apphies to windows - but you
may want 1o do one or two windows at a time
depending on your budget.

t's a good 1dea o choose vinyl-clad or alu-
minum replacements so you don't have to
worry about painting them. If your budget
doesn’t permit this, consider the magnetic storm
windews that you attach from the inside of your
home

And keep in mind that lawns can be coaxed
back into shape with a hittle grooming, fertillizer
and grass seed. You may even want to put in
some replacement strips ofssod. Landscaping
can be greatly enhanced with the addition of

AUH! a few properly positioned bushes and plants

# or the pruning or removal of some ungainly

ﬂ)\m‘h. When planting new trees, keep future

growth potential in mind; you don’t want large
roots 1o close to your foundation -

A new mailbox and new outdoor light fixtures
can also do wonders 1o spruce up your home,
along with a handsome doorknocker

Inside
A greatldeal can also be done to the  inside "of

your home to give it a quick fix-up. A fresh coat
ol paint or wallpaper can work wonders. If, for
cxample, your kitchen has dingy, outdated cup-
boards, you can give them a quick coat of
melamine paint to provide a durable, yet attrac-
tive fimsh until you're in a financial position to
replace them altogether

Outdated linoleum gooring can be replaced
with new resihent floor tiles. You can buy these
In a box and affix them to your existing floor.
(However, when doing this, make sure you
carefully read and follow the manufacturer’s
directions. )

I your bathtub 1s a mess, coggider having it
reglazed instead of replacing it ﬁ\gvlhcr This
process, when apphed by professionals, can add
years of hife to your tub at a fraction of the cost
ol installing a brand new one.

New sinks and toilets can usually be replaced
al a reasonable cost.

You may also want to consider replacing your
faucets if they are particularly old, stained,
encrusted with mildew: or scratched. You may
want 1o tackle this job yourself, but if you have
any qualmc:, it’s best to hire a professional.

[f the carpeting you've acquired looks like it's
seen better days,“consider having it steam
cleaned by professionals, or rent a special unit
and do it yourself. A deep, thorough cleaning

can bring carpets back to life and help them last =

until you are able to purchase new ones. Or rip
up the existing carpeting to expose your wood-
en floors.

Wooden floors can also be sanded and revar-
mshed to bring back their onginal gloss. You
can rent a machine and do this yourself or hire a
professional. ,

Whatever quick fixes you decide to try,
remember to build flexibility into your plans so
that you'll stll be able to accommodate major

Changes afew years down the road.

This article is provided by local Realtors and
the Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA) for
the benefit of consumers in the real estate mar-
ket
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INDEPENDENTLY

22 Ontario St. S.

OWNED AND OPERATED
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MY LISITING

INVENTORY
IS LOW!

I would welcome the
opportunity of listing
& selling your home.
Pleasexall me for a
complimentary
market evaluation.

. . ,;“ :

tudor boasts a formal Iving room, library, lormal dinng room, lamely room and.two fire-
places. Just under one acre magruficently reed lot with healed pool Easy com-
muling

localed pus! a lew menutes from lown and the 401 ke - $324,900

ASHBEE

Sales Representative
Office:

(905) 878-7777
Residence:
(905) 875-4698
Toronto Line;

Hardwood floors
accent this popular
layout with walkout
from kiichen to private
palio. Added co :
of central air, finished
basement and work-
shop. Worth a look.

Call Mike
$119,900

ASETTING SECOND TO NONE

As the rolhng paved drive winds through
the malure trees you come upon this dis
Inctively unique back home overiooking
the landscaped pond with three bedroms,
four washrooms, two fireplaces. efhcent
heabng and a small bam

Call Mike 279,900

Gary Thomas Broker/ Owner ...878-7777
Heather Ashbee 878-7777
Carol M. Brooks

Carole Budworth

Gladys Cranford

Ron Funk

Maurice Miljour ............ 876-4577
Lloyd Moore......... (519) 853-3158
Mike Morgan
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John (J.P.) Pears

Phil Prestidge

Scott B. Prior

Prde of ownership reigns true'
Extensively upgraded inside and out,
this desired layout offers kitichen with
walkoul overliooking the cozy lamily
§ room with Rreplace and walkout. Four
4 bedrooms, three washrooms, log cabmn
style rec room and office plus mid-efi-
cency lumnace and central aw  hardwood
Imn’:n-'lhhﬂhﬂhl“
deck and lavish gardens complete the
~ N axtonod
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Al dressed up wth upgraded broadloom,
geameng hardwood floors and eficient gas
umace. Muge Ivwng mom with F P, brig
eal-= o, FR and spacous mec room.
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875-1121

Clayton Hackenbrook..... 8750771
Richard Hierman

' Betty Ingle
Sharon Kerley
Joe Manchisi
Jack McCrudden.......... .. 877177

Lindsay McLaren

Anne Taylor
Glen Thomas




