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Wood floors can add a unique warmth and
elegance to any room in your home, but they
nced to be tough as well as attractive if
they're to serve you well for many
years. When you consider what your floors go
through every day, you'll see why durability
1s an essential quality. Think of it — floors
are walked on, jumped on, have fumiture and
toys dragged over them. They take spills,
burns, gouges, ground-in dirt and gnit, and yel
still manage to add something special to a
room. '

“Hardwood floors’ can be oak, maple, birch
or beech, although softwoods like pine

and fir are often used. The most common

types of flooring include thin stnip flooring,
plank-flooring, which is thicker and can be
bored and plugged to sifgulate,an -old “wood-
en-pegged” look, and parquet or block floor-
ing, made of short stnps of wood glued into
square or rectangular shapes.

Some companies custom-design beautiful
but expensive flooring inlaid with brass and
exotic woods, or make sections that are
scoured with wooden blocksg and chains to
give the popular “distressed’ look. You can
also buy standard hardwood floonng in ready-
lo-lay packages.

If the tloors in your house are in good
shape, you can keep them looking that way
with a minimum of maintenance. Sweep them
daily to get nd of dint and grit before it gets
ground into the finish. Wipe up any spills
immediately, and try and ké®p sharp objects,
like shoe heels, away from the floor.

With a urethane or polyurethane finish, your
floor will need only an occasional cleaning
with a shghtly damp mop to remove accumu-
lated din. A -wax floor in good shape can be
cleaned and waxed with one coat of floor-
cleaming wax, then polished or buffed to keep
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the surface smooth and dirt resistant. Small
scratches can be fixed with wax putty sticks
or even a child’s wax crayon in the right
shade.

Let's say you've just discovered that the
reason the previous tenant laid wall-to-wall
carpeting was the awful state of the floors.
You may consider sanding and refinishing
them to remove unsightly scratches, stains and
ground-in dirt. % '

Be warned — it's'a messy and time-con-
suming job. You have to be absolutely thor-
ough about vacuuming up all the tiny particles
of sawdust. They can ruin a floor's finish if
they become trapped between coats of var-
nish. |

If you lack the experience or confidence to
do the job yourself, or if a particularly large
floor needs refinishing, it might be worth-
while hiring professionals to do the job. They

camalso take care of badly damaged section$.

that might need to be removed and replaced.
Once the floor is sanded, keep in mind the
kKind of service you expect from it when it
comes 1o choosing a finish. All vamishef, par-
ticularly the urethanés and polyurethanes,
form a hard, durable surfaee that gives wood a
glossy glow and resists most spots and stains.
A high-gloss varnish resists wears best, and
may be more suitable for hallways and
kitchens, for example, than a softer, more
satiny finish, :
If you decide on a wax finish for your floor,
apply two or three thin coats — thick coats

will become tacky and hard to buff. You can ¢

clean off an old, built-up finish by removing
the wax with turpentine, naptha or mineral
spirits and finishing with thin new coats.
Equipment-rental stores have floor-buffing
machines for a-top quality finish, and a thor-
ough waxing every four months to a year will
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be all the maintenance needed.

For the floor that's in really poor shape and
too expensive o replace right away, opaque
paint comes in 4 myriad of colors and can
cover a multitude of sins. It provides a good
base for stencilling, or colors can be mixed
and matched for dramatic designs and special
effects that work particularly well in chil-
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‘Making" the most of your wood floors -

dren’s rooms. A vamish will add durabilit¥*to
a finish that has a warmth all of its own.

This article is provided by local Realtors
and the Ontario Real Estate Association
(OREA) for the benefit of consumers in the
real estate market.

What’s up with ceilings

Ceilings may be the high point of every
room, but often the finishes they end up
with are something of a decorating low
point.

If you tend to think of ceilings as flat,
level things it’s because they usually are.
They’re cheaper to build that way.

But the number of ways you can dress up
your ceiling are growing. from stained glass
suspended ceilings to an attractive molded
mineral-fibre tile with the look of molded
plaster blocks, the choices are many.

Starscapes on bedroom and dining room
cellings disappear in the daytime, but glow
in the dark. You can have constellations
done in perfect detail, and they may be a
good alternative to night lights for children.

Lightweight cornices and centrepieces
imitate classic plaster styles to add an ele-
gance to lofty ceilings.

In the kitchen you can ordefeustom-made
stained glass suspended ceilings that can
transform a kitchen or bar area with a
bright, modern look. Wrought iron pot
racks and old-fashioned clothes hangers
with pulleys can age a kitchen immediately.

- Tin ceilings were once a cheap substitute
for costly, carved plaster. Origimal tin ceil-
Ings are antiques now and greatly prized.
They weren't tin at all, but thin sheets of
steel or copper, stamped in squares with a
repeated design. Overlapping edges were
nailed to furring strips or right on to the
ceiling.

A new or refurbished tin ceiling should
be sealed with clear polyurethane or acrylic
vamnish. It should b€ dusted, washed if it's
in the kitchen, but needs little other mainte-
nance.

‘Ready made rolls of twigging can fit
between vaulted cottage beams to enhance
the rustic feel, or could give a country look

to a city porch.

If you have a stucco ceiling you'd like to
smooth out, there are products designed to
take off the matenal - but only if it hasn't
been painted. Ingredients in the stucco are
reactivated and it can be scraped off.

You can usually tell if a finish is unpaint-
ed because it will flake when touched. A
painted finish stays in place. If your stucco
ceiling is painted and you really want to be
rid of it, you may have to rip it out and re-
drywall. ik -

Stucco removal i1s a messy job, best done
in a room that’s been emptied of furniture,
or at least well covered with plastic.

You can rely on paint to chamge the look
of your rooms. A white ceiling does reflect
light better, and a room will appear bigger
if the#e's similar colour, texture and pattern

- throughout. "

If you think your ceiling is too high, a
deeper tone will appear to reduce the
height. You can set your own eye level by
painting the ceiling right down to picture-
rail height. >

You can create the dpposite effect by
enhancing the soar of a vaulted ceiling with
a long sweep of stripgd, curtain fabric, or
hang a huge painting or wall sculpture on a
feature wall.

You'll find ideas for dressing up or play-
ing down your ceiling at building supply,
lighting and kitchen stores. Do-if-yourself
books and magazines at librari¢s and in
stores offer detailed instrudtions for
installing everything from wood panelling
to variable-height ceilings. ’

This article is provided by local Realtors
and the Onrario Real Estate Association
(OREA) for the benefit'of consumers in the
real estate market. NP .

WON'T |
VVAIT!

“Plan Your ESCAP&

Develop a
home fire
escape

as lourists, Seats 32 with room for expansion,
includes all furniture and equipment, good lease.

POWER OF SALE

Buiiding prime Cuw
location. Asking only $105,000. Call

ing lot 150 x 449,

%

-




