on, Wednesday, Janua

Elaine Longland ‘ground-breaking
mlmster leaving St. Paul’s church

Wan’ts to spend more time with retired husband

mer,” Rev. Hyde said, He added the
replacement of his fellow minister will be
a long process that will begin months
before her retirement. ;

Serving 650 families in her pansh, Rev.
Longland says she 1s most proud of the
fact that she's been able 10 build strong
relationships with parishioners of all ages

gious HludIE\ at Emmanuel C ulILgE n
Tnnmln -

'l consider myself lucky to be among a

St. Paul’s Uniged Church will close the  generation of women that could make a
pages on an interesting chapter in ils long decision like this.”
‘histnry next summer, when the Piil'l.'ih Says She was ordained in Guc]ph and _]iHﬂCd
goodbye 1O one of its WO ministers. St. Paul’s in the summer of 1989.

Reverend Elaine Longland.recedtly  In addition to regular weekend churéh
announced she will retire in June, essen-

By STEVE LeBLANC
Special to The Champion

tially the end of the church year. While
admitting it will be hard to leave her con-
gregation, she says the decision to retire
has been weighing on her for some time

services, Rev. Longland has continued her
efforts in adult Chnstuan-education at St.»
Paul’s and has also worked with parnish
teens. Her duties have' included numerous

volunteer and outreach programs.

— from young children to semors.

“I"'ve also been able to waitch the lay
people here develop their own abilities and
gain confidénce in what they have To offer
the church,” she said.

Her retirement plans involve spending
more time with her grandchildren gnd trav-
éling to “warm places”. with her husband
In the winters.

“I have loved this church. Tt's not going
(0 be easy to walk away, but sometimes
you have to maké hard choices and this
was the right one for Me.” said Rév
sLongland. : :

now.

“My husband Herb will have been
retirgd for seven years by that ime (next
June) andsdffeel that's a long time not to
feel free to do things togetQer as a couple,”
said Rev. Longlandf who swessed in her
announcement that sl was not lcaving for
another congregation.

Next summer’s refirement will emd an
eight-year -associagyon between the ﬁH-
year-old minister and St. Paul's
as a unique part of the church’s history’ |

Rev. Longland is the hirst.and only |
female minister to serve at St. Paul's.
Although she doesn’t remember apy prob-
lemis because of her unigue status, feHop I
minister Bob Hyde said there were some I
panshioners who were reluctant (. have a
woman at the pulpis I

“There was some reluctance, but she |
quickly won them over,” recalled Rev. |

|
|
|
|
|
|
!
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ReV. Hyde, who handles the admimistra-
tion end of church.operations as well as
regular pulpit dutics, descnibes his fellow
minister as a “'strong, capable™ persorrwho
has elicited confidence in her parishioners
over the past seven-plus years.

“We work as a team and | think the con-
gregation has come to think of us that way.
She will be very much missed next sum-
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Rev. Elaine Lnnglan.u of St. Paul’

recently announced her retirement.
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Hyde. p—

Her call to the churchhcame in the mid
1980s while serving as a lay person al
Wellington Square United Church in
Burlington, where she still resides. As .an
active parish member — through the choir,
volunteer projects and adylt Chnstian edu-
cation — she said one of the church’s min-

isters appreached her with the idea of | DERRY ROAD MEDICAL CENTRE
o Ti ' 1sle srsell. ’
becoming a minister herse i ’ (Across from the Milton District Hosplpl}

“I hadn't thought about it before that bul
l L -

after | eouldn’t get the idea out of my head.
, 878 1 100
i -
.

| guess it was God's wawof nudging me
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towards thé church,” said Rev. Longland, e-mail: sps@spsaxe.com

who had worked in the home and raised
two daughters before beginning her rehi-
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