Public board teaching assistants vote to unionize

IZIng that we h‘d“_‘u needed 1o go this roule
says Ms Gurzi
ment 1o set paths out to the way things need o
and to tollow those things to the letter of the

, 1995—10

¥
=

make no extra money. “There's no consistency

In requirements.

And, she says, the tecaching assistantsghave no
tormal job descnptions. “The job desdripuions  be,
in 198X indicated that a driver’s hicengt would  law
Ms Gurzi says pay equity legislaton did help

Ol education that does not recogmze cducation

By CAROL BALDWIN

SDCQHI" to The Chafﬂﬂfﬂﬂ ds d tllldllllx;l[“lﬂ for its tecaching assistants,
‘ “which 1s a bit of a4 mystery to me. There 1s an

cducational assistants” program at Shendan and
Mohawk colleges, and all the surrounding
boards recogmze those quahi* ations. Not |
Halton would be an asset”’

We have a tour-pant gnd based on years of It's this lack of defined quahihications that
Education 1s not considered. With or  allows the board to “hire people off the street,
when those with a history wiath the board have

"“FL‘ need d xH”L'LIIH‘ ;I}'TL'L'

December .

Hu'l.ll.ll..l.'l] hHlHM l“'lll\ A ]’I'L'ILL'I".L'H I-.luL. (v]

-

respect tor semonty and educational quahtica-

assistants with the e helptul and previous work with children

tons prompted teaching
Halton Board ol Education to vote 95 per cent
in favor ol umomzing

[he Halton Instructional
(HIAA) gotiating its first
near future

them secure some benehits H'-I‘h'k CW'r, she SdV s
“The Duttenn/Peel board compared its assis
tants to audio visual techmaians (in the

m F__I F‘L;_‘l r

' I-II ”I]}t

Assistants SCIrvVICce

process). We were compared to carctakers ™
She says the HIAA members were tortunate
10 have had the support of other teacher groups

prmmnm (o lcarn trom them. And

A Hihthl] Pre sidents councel min which

without a post-secondary school education, we
get the

and the swimmung instructors ar

IIn.'l.1H h‘k' AT
probably in Januan

ASsOCtation
been given less hours or no hours.™

She says emplovees are bemng put on surplus

same salary .. We have three groupings

contract in the
Its president Lynne Gurzr s ready to go 1o bal
tor Halton s 492

And, she savs, way
at the top of the agenda. Recogmtion and
respect will occupy that space Sy S

Ms Gurzr says Halton as the only arca board  childien because of their expertise in that arca

¢ the HIII_\- ONES

'
leaching assistants who need any special education or quahhica sts or having therr hours reduced when new

%

workers are being hired she savs
the members of HIAA voted  representatives from ditferent educational orga

o certily and wrell soon be umon members

and benehits will not'be tons e savs., .nhhll}: that this group JOC s
recenve the haghest rate ol pay

assistants who work with special needs

| he L.ana Tnan uLr ,1"""1{”..

However, she Consequently,

-

nizations are encouraged to share deas and

awaiing therr hirst contract. “"People were real-  opimons also helped her tremendously

R

r"m. 1‘.,

Board begins
facing cutback
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