Milton wants more debate on heavy equipment school

By ANGELA BLACKBURN Describing Dufferin as a “good 5
The Champion neighbor”, Mr. King said, “It’s really =
a combination of things.” Declining -
demand, through federal government g
retraining, for one of the school’s 3

“Based on both the unavailability of
an appropriate school location and the
uncertainties associated with federal |
(grantsifor) heavy equipment pro-
grams, on September 28 the Sheridan

'I can't imagine that the quarry is
going to come in and mine 194

The Town of Milton isn’t ready to
acres all at once. Wouldn't there be

give up the fight to keep Sheridan
College’s heavy equipment school
open, but the college doesn’t hold out
much hope.

After almost 25 years in operation,
the Sixth Line campus is slated, by
the college, to close in April.

“I think we should get in there a lit-
tie bit more hot and heavy than we
are,” suggested Ward 1 Councillor
Rick Day at Monday's council meet-
ing.

Monday council réceived a letter of
thanks from Sheridan’s board of gov-
ernors chair James Bertram for the
Town’s offer to help, after learning of
the closure decision in September.

“It’s not a pleasant thing for us but
there's only so.much we can do.
We've got to make the best decisions
for the greatest good for the greatest
number,” said Gus King, Sheridan’s
community/government services
vice-president. |

Until April Sheridan College will
operate a six-acre campus for its
heavy equipment school on Sixth
Line. Sinces 1970, it has leased
approximately 200 acres of adjacent
. land from Dufferin Aggregates for
the field component of the program.

The lease, supposed to expire in
1985, was extended to 1995 with a
warning that no further extensions
could be granted. Since January,
1994, the college has been reviewing
the situation

“We have been attempting to
extend the lease and as recently as the
summer of 1993, were confident an
interim extension could be negotiated
to allow continuation of the programs
until 1998,” wrote Mr. Bertram.

Last February, Dufferin said it
would need the lands for limestone
quarrying and could only accommo-
date a temporgry extension to allow
current students to finish their pro-
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board approved the phase-out of
operations at the Milton campus at
the end of the current academic year,”
wrote Mr. Bertram.

Mr. Day said Monday Dufferin was
being made out “to be the bad guy,”
being painted as “causing the school
to close.

“The board of directors made the
decision,” said Mr. Day. “I can’t
imagine that the quarry is going to
come in and mine 194 acres all at
once. Wouldn’t there be a comner in
which the students at the college
could play with their trucks and bull-
dozers?”

“I think we should show a bit of
leadership and try to make a case to
keep the school open. We should help
the board of directors unless they
have another agenda,” added Mr.
Day.

“Council has expressed its willing-
ness.to coordinate negotiations. |
wouldn’t prejudge what may be
behind the school’s closing,” said
Mayor Gord Krantz, adding, “I have
spoken to Dufferin quarry and they're
more than willing to cooperate.”

Ward 2 Councillor Colin Best sug-
gested the Town write to the Ontario
Ministry of Colleges and
Universities. “We'll get the MPPs

involved and the ministry,” said Mr

Krantz.

Mr. King responded to the sugges-
tions and denied Dufferin is the “bad
guy’ in the.scenario

“We've covered all the options,” he
said, explaining Dufferin does need
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access to the 200 acres and could They've leased us the land at $1 a .
only accommodate the school a few year for the last 25 years,” said Mr.
King, noting Dufferin i§ a business dramatically in the last couple of

months beyond its deadline.

“Dufferin is not the bad guy.
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a comer in which the students at
the college could play with their

trucks and bulldozers?"

Rigk Day
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with an understandable investment.

programs is a major factor.
Should the college find another
200-acre site close to its existing six-

acre campus facility, it would take =

approximately $3 million to get it
operating.

And there'd still be a problem,
according to Mr. King.

“Federal government purchases
(grants) which have helped sustain
the operation have been declining

* see DEBATE on page 12
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to join us on the front
lawn of the Hospital
to light the "Tree of
-Caring", on
Lharsday, December
8th at 7:30 pm. The
Milton Choristers will
be on.hand to lead us
in Christmas carols,
and afterwards,
refreshments will be
served inside the
Hospital. Come and
see how bright our

tree will be, thanks to
your. support!
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As a special bonu’s again this
vear we are offering all donors 1o
our "BUY A BULB CAM-
PAIGN'" a chance to win a beau-
tiful hand crafred wooden sled
Donations must reach the

+ Foundation Office by Thursday,
December 20th to qualify for this
sled which.is valued at $500.00

T'he winning entry will be drawn at our Trée Lighting Ceremony

. PLEASE NOTE: All donations to the Milton District Hospiral Fuundc;nnn should
= ————————"— reach our office NO,LATER. THAN DECEMBER 30, 1994 5o that vod ‘will
receive a receipt which you may use for 1994 income tax calculations
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For details call Donna McLaughlin at 878-2383, ext. 2170
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Thank you for your support
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MAIL OR DROP OFF: 30 Derry Road East, Milton. L9T 2XS
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