Police view media passes as hel

By HOWARD MOZEL

Special to The Champion

New press passes and background
checks on members of the media are
not invasions of privacy, contend
Halton Regional Police, but simply
ways of improving access and securi-
1y

According tQ Sgt. Joe Martin, a
committee comprised of media offi-
cers from 17 Ontario police forces
sat down and devised the implemen-

tation of press passes for exclusive
use by working reporters and photog-
raphers. Only those who deal with
police on a day-to-day basis will
qualify — white for fulltime, bright
vellow for freelancers

“Everyone would have the same
pass, same rules,” said Sgt. Martin,
explaining that too many people are
passing themselves off as media
these days. “There won't be (a pass)
for fashion magazines.”

Each three-by-five inch pass — the

Police officer steps in
on drug discovery

About $3,800 worth of hashish was
found in the soles of a Maplehurst
Correctional Centre inmate’s shoes
Nov. 8, Halton Regional Police say

A Peel escort officer found the
drug after returning the inmate to the
Jail following his bail hearing.

A 45-year-old inmate, originally
from Rexdale, is charged with pos-
session of a narcotic for the purpose
of trafficking.

Man charged in assaults

Police were called to a Prince
Street residence Saturday following
an altercation that involved two men
and a woman.

A man punched a 35-year-old
Prince Street woman and then got

Police Blotter

into a fight with her 39-year-old
boyfriend at 10:40 pm., police say.

He grabbed her boyfriend by the
hair and kneed him in the face,
breaking his nose, police report. He
then smashed a window of the male
victim's car as he left.

The next day, the same man
allegedly threatened to hurt his 36-
year-old ex-wife at her
Campbellville address

Charged with threatening bodily
harm and two counts each of assault

- and breach of probation is a 27-year-

old Guelph Line man.
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procedure is scheduled to be imple-
mented in January — will feature the
individual’s picture and a serial num-

ber that belongs solely 4o that person. ™

Sgt. Martin said the cards will allow
the media faster access to crime and
accident scenes by expediting the
process by which officers on site
decide who is legitimate and who is
not. Many police officers, especially
younger ones, are often wary of the
media and err on the side of caution,
leaving media with deadlines to meet
in the cold.

To qualify for credentials, mem-
bers of the media must also give
police consent to run a background
check for criminal activity. The idea,
Sgt. Martin explained, is 1o deter-
mine if someone is who they say
they are. After all, members of the
media are often given access to situa-
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‘There is nothing
untoward about the
(background) checks.
They are not an
invasion of privacy’
Sgt. Joe Martin
Halton Regional Police

tions where the public is not allowed.

Only extreme cases, such as trea-
son or handgun offences would be
grounds for disualification, said Sgt.
Martin. A convicted pedophile would
not be welcome at a police-related
activity in a school, for example.
Anyone turned down can appeal to a
review committee.
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pful to both parties

“There is nothing untoward about
the checks. They are not an invasion
of privacy.” said Sgt. Martin
explaining members of the medi
were part of his committee and asked
for the passes. “So far the response
has been very positive.”

Those applying for a pass musi

view a specially prepared video out-
lining how the police expect the
media to act at a crime scene and
VICE-Versa

“It’s a double-edged way to resolve
problems,” said Sgt. Maian. “We are
hoping a lot of good will come of
this and will stop the nonsense ™

The passes. which used 1o be hand-
ed out for free, will now cost $25 1o
cover administration expenses and
the videos. The fee may also help
weed out those on the periphery of
the police beat
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IMILTON'S LARGEST USED CAR DEALER!

mz CI'E\‘ SUBURBAN SILVERADO 4X4

seals ti"ln:l seal, h.nm doors, front & rear aw cond
and heal, warranty

1991 CMII.LIC SED.IH DEVI.LE, 4DR
One executive owner, all the Cadillac
options including leather, GM extended
warranty, immaculate

1993 GMC SAFAR EITEHDED SLT VAN
Only 47,000 km" V6 overdrive lully loaded mci
ance of GM warranty and roadside asssstance

1991 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GTP

Only 47,000 km! Every option possi
ble incl. power moonroof, leather
H.V.D. power seat and more, warranty.

*17,975

49%

FINANCING

on 1991's & up

Please Inquire about our
New

6 MONTH/
10,000 km
POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

Included with Most Cars

1992 BUICK CENTURY LTD
V6, automatic overdnve, tully loaded
incl. power win, & locks, trunk rack
and more, warranty

1992 CHEV CHEYENNE 4X4
Only 71,000 km!! V8, auto overdrive. air
Wi, cruse, liner and more wa ranty

*16,995

410 Steeles Ave, Miton 875-2277

¢ 1990 BUICK LESABRE

Only 92,000 km" V6 fully loaded ind  wire
wheel discs, warranty

"COMING
SOON!

1993 CHEV SUBURBAN 4X4

SILVERADO,
LOADED

1994 CHEV SUBURBAN 4X4

~ SILVERADO,
LOADED
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