Budget halfway there as outgoing council votes yes

By ANGELA BLACKBURN
The Champion

in an election year where both old
and new regional councils get a crack
at Halion Region’s 1995 budget, out-
going counciliors dadn’t give it much
play before okaying it at ¥egional
council Wednesday

Afiter November |'4'stmumcipal
election, newly elected regional
councillors will get their chance to
dig in before final budget approval,
set for Dec. 21. It Will then include
Halton's Regional
budget, which won
carly December

So far, it's a budget with no proper-
ty lax increases but one that jacks up
water bills by 3. | per cent — adding
$10 .50 10 the average household's
tax byll

[he 3.1 per cent increase will pay
$0.46 million toward upgrading
aging infrastructure (stull $1.43 mul-
lion short of identified 1995 needs),
and will pay most of a five-year, 34 6
million watermain upgrade plan to
ensure adeQuate firefighting capabili-
ties, predominantly In Burllngtun
Earhier this year, that city’s firefight-
ers couldn’t get enough water from
hydrants to effecuvely ﬁght a house
fire 1

It all means 1995 regional taxes,
combined property taxes and user
rates, will tally $741 46 for the aver-
age residence in Halton. It breaks
down to $387 85'in property taxes
and $353.61 in water rates

The Region’s preliminary budget
was unveiled two weeks ago. Several
commiltee meetings followed wihere
councillors tinkered with 1tems, but
did relatively little before the budget
" appeared Wednesday for council’s
preliminary approval

The tinkering saw $800 chopped
out of a councillors’ services budget,
likely to come out of a miscellaneous
fund, said regional treasurer Joe
Rinaldo. “It’s so small, you lose it in
the rounding of the pennies,” he said.

ready until

Council did endorse a three-year,

plan to grant $100,000 each year to a
Burlington Bay fish and wildlife
restoration project. The funds will
come from a capital reserve and
don’t impact final budget figures

Council was wary about funding
the project based on concerns the
restoration could improve the area to
the point of perhaps hindering even-
Rual plans to upgrade the Region's
Burlington Bay sewage treatment
plant

The budget assumed conservative
tax base growth in Halton, but
Wednesday Mr. Rinaldo saud, “We
have an update on the assessment
figures. Assessment growth will be
greater than expected so the regional
tax levy will actually go down for the
second year in a row. There are no
final numbers yet but I'm confident
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we'll see a reduction in the regional
milirate.” It could come In M one
quaner of one per cent
Regional property taxes have actu-
ally dropped by $1.98 since 1993 So

far they've dropped by only four
cents for 1995 over last year

The budget meets a council targst
of no property tax increases, instead
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of the staff-recommended | S percent
ncrease that would have accommo-
dated inflation but tacked an extra
$2.34 on the property tax ball

The water rate hikes mean taxpay-
ers will cough up about $5 exira a
year 10 pay for water system infra-
structure upgrades .and another
$5/year for fire protection security

Mr. Rinaldo cautioned that the
“ budget could change based on the
incoming council’'s wishes

The treasurer said the region’s
$199 milhion 1995 expenditure bud-
get holds no decreases in services but
will see z«affing cutbacks at
Allendale, primanly because of
reduced provincial funding

Earlier this year, regional social
services commussioner Bonme Ewan
flagged Allendale as a potential con-
cegn because it's unknown if adds-
nonal provincial subsidhes will con-
nue past March 1995

If they don't. the Region will see a
$1 7 mithon shortfall and face dec-

* 808 HALTON on page 24

FEATURING

1995 ESCORT

Enhanced for 1995

Extra Value for '95

3 DR. + GT MODELS N/C CD PLAYER
4 DR., 5 DR. WAGON MODELS
N/C P.WINDOWS'& LOCKS

1994 RANGER XL

. SPECIAL

2.3L engine, 5 speed O/D tran., P.S., P.B., r/step
bumper, P215 tires, mud flaps, colour keyed headkner,
60/40 split seat, striping, AW/ FM wi/clock, Alum. wheels,
tinted glass, handling pkg. and more. Choice of
colour(s) Stock #4658, 4659, 4660, 4661
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