Johnston backs new look at regional composting

The Champion

A Halton Hills councillor believes
Holton Region should go into the
composting business to make money

That was Halton Hills regional

Councillor Pam Johnston's advice at
Wednesday's regional planning and
public works committee

“Does it stink”” asked Milton
councillor and regional waste man-
agement committee chair Barry Lee,
after the committee heard Ms
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Jnhmua'a review of an $8 million
Vancouver area composting plant

Ms Johnston said she began inves-
tigating composting and has visited
newnﬁalanh since early 1994, after
liquir}' Waste Management applied
to build a composting facility.-in

BE ENERGY EFFICIENT B
WITH A HIGH-EFFICIENCY FURNACE

Save Hundreds On Your
Home Heating Coslts!

A high-efficiency natural gas furnace reduces fuel
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consumption. It will also save you hundreds of dollars a
vear compared to heating your home with oil or elecqgicity.
You can even save money and energy by upgrading
0 a high-efficiency natural gas furnace fro

arf older natural gas furnace.

It’s your best choice for wise and .
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efficient energy use.
Call Union Gas Today!

1-800-263-9970
nion Gas

Energy For You .

Deferred payment is aiso available from Members of the Union Gas Heating Dealer Organization
All other offers not apphcable °Residential consumers only on approved creai
Offer ends November 12, 1994 Ask for details

Halton Hills. The Equity application
is currently on hold, but Halton
Region is reviewing composting

“We're well positoned with ou;
new landfill facility and the property
that we do have there, to look at mak-
Ing money with com- '
post,” said Ms Johnston
The councillor also
made three other reports
on landfill-related issues
The committee steered
her composting report to
the Region’s composting
sub-committee for
review

“We do have a com-
mittee which 1s review-
g this. What more do
you want us to do!
asked Oakville Coun-
ctlor Stephen Sparling,
noting the Region has
been mvestigating com
posting Tor tmo vears

Currently, the Region
s observinge a Peel com
posting piHiot project, is
looking at Energy-trom
Waste (EFW) opecations in Bramp
ton and Hamilton (established pror
1o the NDP government EFW ban in

recognition the pohcy could change).

ANd 18 SIudvIne oreame wiaste colle
ton swstems, including a proposal tor
single ner garbage pick-up in Halton

Ms Johnston sind while compost
mg operations aren t prohitable, the
One n -'\.]llj:t'!;'rnu‘ B which 1y
owned by Consohdated Envirowaste
Industries. s, as well as beine well
managced

Vi
securing government approvals tor
which led Oakville
Councillor Fred Oliver to suggest the
plant wasn t.4easible 1n Ontario
Ontano has environmental standards

which make it ditficult, and expen

L.ee also had questions aboul

Hhw pperation

sive, 1o secure approvals tor landhll
related operations

Ms Johnston said the Vancouver
COMPOstNg operation uses technolo-
oy stmilar to that proposed by Equity
Waste Management for its Hornby
plant. However, while some outdoors
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SUNDAY

' THANKSGIVING DINNER

It you don't feel like gooking, come and enjoy
rhanksgiving here with our dinner special.

TURKEY SPECIAL

(Served [rom 4 pm to 9 pm)|

5795

e Also includes Homemade Apple Crumble Pie tor Dessert

Served with Soup or Salad
* Vegetable
e Rice Pilat
e (hoice ot Potato
e Stutfing
| * Cranberry Sauce

‘Does it

Milton Councillor
Barry Lee on a
Vimmcourver

compost business.

mixing of materials is done at the
B.C. plant, Ms. Johnston recom-
mended all work in an urban envi-
ronment be done indoors

“The Vancouver operation process-
es waste for the local area municipal-
' ities and receives rev-
enue for tipping fees as
well as sale of its prod-
ucts to mass merchan-
disers

“I believe Hulrn*.:n
could Hllu‘L‘L‘wwhl“} and
competitively market
their compost products
o the comynunity,”
Ms . Johnston
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Vancouver
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the

site

| e said

appeared to be “in the
boonmnes and sort of 150
lated trom conthcetine
USETrs | he
Vitlton has in the past

lown ol

dealt wiyh residents
odor complaints about
an open-ail
tacility run in Milon,
Scott's (
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Oomposting

During a related report by My

Johnston on improving regcional
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Alwavs been a dream of mme to

MRS IONCT
Muke --iml;_‘a' d FEVENUC ZCnerator hut
Larmers are so refuctant to ypend
money on i, we haven t been able 1o
crack that market

Mr Lee. himselt a tarmer, has sim
Hlarly questioned the compost market
Lhe province has directed munmicipal
ities 1o reduce waste by 50 per cent
and Halton has already cut its by 35
per cent, howeyer Mr. Leuch sind the
remaining 1S per cent will have 1o
ﬂfllh" ot of diversion ol orsani
waste from the landtill

Mr. Leuch tavors |HHL..'TI1_' al 1nie
.'_"I'.Hl't] :_'.llh.l_:l.' ind blue box colled
hon on alternate weeks with weekl
orgamic garbage pick-up. Up 1o 40
per cent of Halton's waste s organi

papers. meat, tood scraps.. grass

el It
problems at a landfill site with gase

. those orcanics that cause
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HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Fresh D&lly,

Home cooked food

* Also specials for
¥riday & Saturday *

Only the freshest products are used in our establishment

376-1605

In the heart of Downtown Milton

Family Owned
& Operated

243 Main Street
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