rather than going out to restaurants; not just
because of economics, but because it's more
fun and personal. People today, including a
lot of men, love to prepare food at home.
It's a great couple activity,” he said.

Regarding design, Mr Wolfman said
many new kitchens feature lighter, brighter
cabinet finishes, so that they are airy-look-
ing and cheerful to work in.

In addition, there is a strong move toward
a “furmtif® look” in cabinets, such as the
use of solid oak or oak veneers. And “the
use of mouldings to create an eye-pleasing
look is very much in vogue,” he said.

“Kitchen design as it relates to function is
very important,” said Mr. Wolfman. “A
good kitchen is complemented by all its
parts, including counters, tiles, appliances,
lighting and flouring. "

Functionally, “there is a growing number
of convenience-oriented cabisets on the
market today, such as cabinets with built-in
garbage cans and tray sections for quick and
casy storage of utensils,” he said.

Klaus Bogner, general manager for Nor-
mac Kitchens Lid., said convenience extras
can also include pot and pan drawers, and
roll-out units. “Moreyand more people are
also asking for a slide-out garbage container
from Europe that features separate recycl-
able/non-recyclable waste compartments,”
he said.

“The emphasis today is to make kitchens
as usable as possible. Consumers are much
more time-conscious now than ih the past
and therefore are willing to pay for con-
venience. In fact, many of them, particularly
empty-nesters, insist on having convenience
fetures,” said Mr. Bogner

In terms of design, Mr. Bogner said the
clean, European look, which can include

concurs. He said the growing number of
working couples in recent years has resulted
in a greater demand for kitchens that offer
“simplicity, convenience and easy main-

In new homes particularly, Greer said
kitchens are growing in size relative to other
rooms because people are spending more
time in them. “Kitchens have, in a sense,
become family room extensions. in which

husbands and even children are more in- |

volved than ever before,” he said.

Cal McCathie, contracts sales manager for
Canac Kitchens Lid., agrees that kitchens in
new and rencvated homes are generlly big-
ger than in the past. “Many kitchens today
feature large windows, high ceilings and
walkouts 10 the backyard,” he said

Mr. McCathie added that the colour white
is currently “Very, very popular” in new
kitchen cabinets and appliances. “We're
also seeing more glass cabinets. And centre
islands are popular in larger kitchens,” he
sad B{f

The necessity of many Furopean house-
holds 10 use available space and energy
resources as efficiently as possible is having
a major influence on the design and opera-
tion of kitchen appliances in the '90s

Geoffrey Hedges, vice-president and
general manager of Miele Appliances Lud..
said his company markets high-tech, Ger-

man-made kitchen appliances, incloding -

ovens, iridges and dishwashers, that con-
sume less than half the water and/or energy
of standard North American units.

Advances in operation that are making
their way into today’s kitchens include
“convection ovens which use fans to circy-
late heat, so that food cooks quicker, more
evenly and morg energy efficiently,” said

Mr. Hedges.

Regarding design, Mr. Hedges said
demand is rising for “imegrated” kitchen
appliances that complement and fit right
into cabinetry, including appliances that
have the same depth as adjacent counter-

your heating
costs. Check for air leaks glong the sill plate
and around plumbing electrical service
entrances. Are the well insulated,
with a sealed vapor on the warm
side? When finishing the basement, insulate
properly.

Attic: You might have increased the level
of insulation in the attic, but did you check
for a good ainvapor bamrier on the warm
side of the insulation? Warm, household air
Can escape into the attic through penetra-
tons around ceiling light fixtures, exhaust
fans, the plumbing stack, tops of partition

walls and a poorly weatherstripped attic
hatch.

Call Luting Agent RAVINE LOT
OYCE SCOTT Beautind addiion with Bow

AT 878-1526 1o view

Sylvia Bursey Florence Walter Isabell Hoskins

Broker/Owner
854- l 621

Sales Rep
878-0231

Sales Rep
854-2131
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