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What Kathy and Steve Bonin first
thought were token souvenirs actual-
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enirs may be ancient Peruvian artifacts

chased a jar, bottle and some shells
for $10 (U.S.) ffom a poverty-strick-
en woman in 1992

“She told me in Spanish that she
dug them up n her backyard,” Mrs.
Bonin, 32, said. “First of all 1 sad
‘no way', because ! was afraid to
bring them out of the country.”

But she changed her mind and
decided to buy them after Peruvians
with whom the couple was staying
assured her that she would have no
problem, Mrs. Bonin said

Later. while doing research on the
country where her adopted-daughter
Sofia was born. Mrs. Bonin learned
about Peruvian grave robbers who
steal artifacts called huaccos from
tombs and sell them

“I thought the pieces were worth-
less.” she.said, “bul with further
investigation, | know that they re
not.”

Mrs. Bonin wrote to John Topic, @
professor of anthropology at the
University of Trent in Peterborough
He looked at photographs of the
pieces and now shares her view that

ly may be Peruvian artifacts dating
back thousands of years.

The Main Street East couple, who
went to Peru to adopt a child, pur-
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early tribe) style. “I would say that it
is quite a late piece, possibly dating
back to the Inca occupation of the

“horth coast (1460 to 1532) or early

colonial period,” the professor said.

He added, however, that, “the
molded decoration on the front 15 not
a particularly common motif and
some people might question its
authenticity.”

Professor Topic said he believes
the double spout-and-bridge bottle
dates back to 1100 to 1350 AD,relat-
ed 1o some small jars he has seen in
Ecuador

“There was quite a lot of influence
back and forth between the far north-
ern parl of Peru and southern
Fcuador, but we still don 't know
much about 1t

He said the shells gre spondylees
princeps, also called thorny oysters
because of their sharp spines. “They
were harvested in Ecuador and trad-
ed south into Peru from at least 2000
B.C. on. They were highly valued in
Peru for ritual purposes.”

The professor said, however, that
the only way to determine if the
pieces are truly artifacts is through
testung

Mrs. Bonin said she isn’t interested
in selling the pieces and wants 1o
donate them to a Canadian museum

However, Professor Topic warned
that such a gesture may be hard to
carry out. Exporting artifacts from
Peru is illegal, he said, so mus¢ums
would shy away from accepting

them
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Miltonians Kathy and Steve Bonin hold some artifacts they
brought home from a recent trip to Peru.
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