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OPP cop earns provincial
Chamber of Commerce award

By KAREN SMITH
The Champion

A Milton OPP constable has been
named Police Offjcer of the Year by
the Ontano Chamber of Commerce

Constable r Dave Thomas, 33, a
local resident who has worked at the
Milton OPP detachment for more
than three years, was notihied ‘aboul
the award last month

The officer, who has orgamzed a
long list of community policing and
traffic safety programs, and has
helped raise money flor several
chanties. called the news, simply, an

"honour

IThe humbie cop said the Milton
community deserves a good poryon
of the credit for supporing his
vanous iniatnves

“The success ok our commumty
policing imuatives has been a direct
result of the excellent supporn the
Milton detachment has received
from both our pnvate and corporate
ciizens

Senior OPP officials, other police
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forces and the media have also con-
tnbuted greatly with their suppon
and cooperation, he sad
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Over the past year, he imtated six
major programs, including one or-
ganized for the purpose of curtailing

i dnnking and dnving

Constable Thomas was also the
backbone behind the OPP’s Vicum
Assistance Program and Operation
Bus Waich, a program aimed at en-
sunng® motonsts stop for school
buses

Milton OPP Swaff Sergeant Al
Smouter. who nominated Constable
homas. saxd the programs have
made an 1mpact on the community
as a result of the officer s "‘com-
mutted and determined effons

Constable Thomas also planned
and camed out six chantable func-
nons last yew Proceeds went 10 or-
gamizations including Child Find,
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Hal-
ton and the Canadian Red C(ross
Society

The officer has won several
awards, among them the Nauonal
Police Award for Traffic Safety and
the OPP Incentive Award

Constable  Thomas formerly
worked out of the QPP’s Port Credit
detachment before being transferred
to Milton 1in September, 1990 His
wife Brenda 1s also an OPP officer

he Chamber will present him the
Police Officer of the Year Award
toworrow might (Saturday) dunng
the organization s annual conference
in. Thomml!

The award 1s given annually to a
member of the OPP who has con
inbuted 10 police service through
such programs as community polic
Ing. cnme preventon, trathic safety
or other specialized activity

Halton’s pipes

« from PIPE on page 1

On Wednesday. Burlington coun
cillor Don Canter commended public
works employees for placing “oule
of order”” bags on affected hydrants
the day after the tire He expressed
sOe concern. saving there are now
|4 hydrants 1n the area which are
deemed “‘out of order’ and more
have been bagged since

Burlington counciller Bob Brechin
suggested the pipes be cleansed but
that was thought unsausfactory as it
would take several months

“Well, | d [-l"‘R‘I drink coloured
water for a while than have my
house bum Hrechin
sand

ODakville councilor Fred Ohliver
questioned whether wsidents  of
neighboarhoods with hydrants taken
out of service would be facing home
insurance premium increases. That
question was answered in the closed
door session
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