The Canadian Champion, Wednesday, April 20, 1994—14

By LORRAINE STREET
Special to The Champion

Lorraine Street is the executive
director of Velunteer Ontario

OLUNTEERING IS AS OLD
as Canada itself, and in-
cludes individuals assisting

one another informally in life’s
routine tasks, and in the effort to
build a community (being good
neighbours, or informal volunteer-
ing, and individuals assisting or-
ganized groups through formal
volunteering).

Volunteering includes providing
programs and services to the com-
munity in the areas of education,
health, social services, culture,
recreation, sports, emergency and
crisis assistance, abuse and addic-
tions, and so on across the gamut of
human services

Most programs and services that
exist today were founded by volun-
teers and many only continue to
exist Because of the work of volun-
teers

Trends in volunteerism

It 1s no understatement to affirm
that if every volunteer in Canada
withdrew his or her volunteer ser-
vices, most public and voluntary
sector organizations would be forced
to dramatically curtal their ac-

\/qunTeering

A Great Way to Grow

New facets of
volunteerlng
“are emerging

tivities, if not shut down altogether

In just one year (1986/87, the year
covered by the National Survey of
Voluntary Activity conducted by
Statistics Canada), Canadian volun-
teers completed more than oné bil-
lion hours of volunteer work.

That number only includes the
hours of formal volunteenng —
volunteering for an organized group
or organization. The corresponding
number in 1992/93 wnuld be much
higher

New faces

Over the last 10 years, the face of
volunteering in Canada has changed
dramatically. The trends and issues
which affect volunteerism are
numerous

All but gone is the traditional pool
of volunteers — mddle-class
women with pre-school or school-
aged children, who could not or did
not have to work outside the home.
They were available through the
weekdays and had time, money, and
transporta

Canadi lunteers today are
primarily adults who work full- or
part-time outside the home, are 25-
55 years old and are mamed. Youth
and seniors are also important
groups of volunteers, but both are
under-represented in Canada’s

« see NEW on page 16

Girl Guides
of Canada

Guides
du Canada

Thank you to all Guides of

Halton Division for your time
and commitment to the

ideals of Guiding.

We Make You Spoiled For Charbroiled.

Keep up the

good work!
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National
Volunteer Week

April 18 to April 22

420 Main St. E.
Milton, Ontario

Milton District
Meal-on-Wheels

Try our

Frings Combo

'3.99

50 Market Drive
Milton, Ontario

878-6639

N OR TH HALTON
VOLUNTEERS

MANY THANKS
TO OUR
WONDERFUL
VOLUNTEERS

Thank you

FRIENDS OF THE

for over 2,300 hours of
volunteer assistance in 1993

HALTON REGION

MUSEUM




