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NEW, YEARS EVE PARTY]

By BRAD REAUME
The Champion

Halton Region is getting more effi-
cient, nght down 1o the coffee
served at committee ‘meetings, a
report to the regional administration
and. finance commitiee tabled last
week indicates.

Revisions to policy surrounding
councillors’ expenses are expected
to-make more dollars available to
those who need them, while not
costing the Region more money.

Conference and meménto budgets
were cut deeply last year during so-
cial contract  cuts. Conference

money has been pared ffom $60.000
o 310,000 and, mementos were
halved from 'S’{l'ﬂ tog 100 per coun-
cillor. In addition, the age ac-
count was dropped 33 per cent and
the official functions budget dropped
25 per cent.

But several councillors« recently
expressed the néed for matenials and
services to support the role of reg-
ional councillor, With these things in
mind, the thrust this year has been to
better allocate available funds

Considering - these
policy has been adpoted that in-
creased flexibility and individual
discretion while not inereasing the
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CORCErns, a

councillors aMended

Even coffee money IS trimmed
as Halton pares its expenses

money .'hdjlahfe

Conference and memento budgets
are, now pooled. Councillorg not
using their* funds will have them
made available to those who need
them for conférences and the like.
the admunistration and figance com-
mitlee decided last week .

“We shrunk the budgets for these
items last year,” said councillor Bob
Brechin  explaining the sub-
committee's lh:nlunl_ "We are being

#extremely frugal.”

Halton sends delegates to the
Federation of Canadian Munici-
paliies (FCM) and Association of
Ontano Muncipalities (AMO) con-
ferences. In 1992 three delegates at-
tended FCM in Mmﬂrvul‘ at a cost of

. 33.900. In 1993 the conference in

Edmonton cost Halton $8.590. Five
The AMO con-
ferences have cost Halton $1.300 in
1992 and $3,200 irr 1993

“What this effectively does is limit
the number of conferences and se mi-
nars, ” said Burlington Mayor Walter
Mulkewich at the administration and
finance committee meeting

Al Wednesday's council meeting
Qakville - councillor Kevin Flynn
suggested costs associated with hav-
ing Halton members on the AMO or
FCM executive should be picked up
by those organizations, rather than
leting the region cover them

There was disagreement. “It is
cheaper to cever our own costs
rather than pay for all executive
members costs as part of the organ-
1izahon,” said Oakville councillor
L.iz Behrens

Oakville Mayor Anne M
agreed with Mr. Flynn. “If
whole organization bénefits, thegll
whole prganization should pay'

“Mr. Flynn is right,” said Oq
councillor Keith Bird. “Staff
those organizations are pdM for
the whole. The executive should be
as well. The system now excludes
many people from smaller com-
munities from being on the execu-

Jive because they Can't afford it.”” #

“Cenainly the executive costs
divided by 940 mémbers of AMO
are less than what we're paying
now,"” said Mr. Flynn.

This should be debated at AMO,”
saild regional chairman Peter
Pomeroy. “We won't accomplish
anything here.”

In addition, new arrangements
have been made for toffee and juice
at meetings that should reduce the
cost by about 33 per cent, or $1.500
per year :

The

?R&Mfeﬁ
® “MILTON Cinemas

121 CHISHOLM RD MILTON
W OF HWY 25+« S OF 401-876-3333

NEW LOW PRICE!
all seats $4.25 MON. 10 THURS.

100a's FAMILY
VALUES o

FRI. & SAT. 7:00 & 9:00 p.m.
SUN. TO THURS. 7:30 p.m. only

HELD OVER 3RD WEEK

ecom el
RUNNINGS

FRI. & SAT. 7:00 & 9:00 p.m.
SUN. TO THURS. 7:30 p.m.

HELD OVER 2ND WEEK

_ FRI. & SAT.7:00 & 9:00 p.m.
SUN. TO THURS. 7:30 p.m. only,

SUNDAY MATINEE2 00 p m ALL SHOWS
WIATINEE ALL SEATS 54 25




