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Kitchens are takmg on a
renewed importance in the "90s

= as they retum to being the focal

points of home activity, say
members of the Toronto Home

§ Builders’ Association (THBA).
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Morrie Wolfman, president of

Panis Kitchens, said kitchens are
@ becoming more family room-

U orienied-as the old-fashioned,
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& open-kitchen Concept — where
the kitchen, dining and living
rooms essentially form one
CGreat Room — enjoys renewed
populanty.

“There is also a trend to enter-
tain at home rather than going
out to restaurants; not just be-
cause of economics, but because
it's more fun and personal.
People today, including a lot of
men, love to prepare fdod at
home. It's a great couple ac-
tivity,”” he said.

Regarding design, Mr. Wolf-
man said many new Kkitchens
feature lighter, brighter cabinet
finisheés, so that they are airy-
looking and cheerful to work in.

In additon, there is a stropg
move toward a ““furniture look™
iIn cabinets, such as the use of
solid oak eor oak veneers. And
“the use of mouldings to create
an eye-pleasing look is very
much 1n vogue, " he said.

“Kitchen design as it relates to
functionds very important,”’ said
Mr. Wolfman. “*A good kitchen
1s complemented by all its parts,
including counters, tiles, .ap-
pliances, lighting and flooring.”

Functionally, “there is a grow-
ing number of convenience-
onented cabinets on the market
today, such as cabinets with
built-in garbage cans and tray
sections for quick and easy
storage of utensils,”” he said.

Klaus Bogner, general
manager for Normac Kitchens
Ltd., said convenience extras
can also include pot and pan
drawers, and roll-out units.
#'More and more people are also
asking for a slide-out garbage
container from Europe that fea-
tures separate recyclable/non-
recyclable waste - compart-
ments,  he said.

“The emphasis today is to
make kitchens as usable as pos-
sible. Consumers are much more
time-conscious now than in the
past and therefore are willing to
pay for convenience. In fact,
many of them, particularly
empty-nesters, insist on having
convemence fetures,” said Mr
Bogner.

Ig terms of design, Mr. Bogner
said the clean, European look,
which can include frameless
cabinets with concealed hinges
and obscured handles, and built-
In, compact appliances, is in

:focal point of home

demand.

Bill Greer, sales manager for
Raywal Lid., concurs. He said
the growing number of working
couples in recent years has
resulted in a greater demand for
kitchens that offer “‘simplicity,
convenience and easy main-
tenance.”

In new homes . particularly,
Greer said kitchens are growing
In s1ze relative to other rooms
becalse people are spending
more time in them. “Kitchens
have, in a sense, become family
room extensions, in which hus-
bands and even children are
more involved than ever
before,” he said.

Cal McCathie, contracts sales
manager for Canac Kitchens
Ltd., agrees that kitchens in new
and renovated homes are
generally bigger than in the past.
“Many kitchens today feature
large windows, high ceilings and
walkouts to the backyard,” h
said.

Mr. McCathie added that the
colour white is currently *““Very,
very popular” in new Kitchen
cabinets and appliances. “We're
also seeing more glass cabinets.
And centre islands are popular
in larger kitchens,”" he said.

The necessity of many
European households to use
available space and energy
resources as efficiently as pos-
sible is having a major influence
on the design and operation of
kitchen appliances in the '90s.

Geoffrey Hedges, vice-presi-
dent and general manager of
Miele Appliances Ltd., said his
company markets high-tech,
German-made kitchen applian-
ces, including ovens, fridges and
dishwashers, that consume less
than half the water and/or ener-
gy of standard North American
units.

Advances in operation that are
making their way into today’s
kitchens include .‘“convection
ovens which use fans to circu-
late heat, so food cooks quicker,
more evenly and more energy
efficiently,” said Mr. Hedges.

Regarding design, Mr. Hedges
said demand is rising for
“integrated” kitchen appliances
that complement and fit right
Into cabinetry, including ap-
pliances that have the same
depth as adjacent countertops.

“Ceramic cooktops, where the
heating elements are hidden un-
derneath, are also growing in
populanty,” he said.

This article was prepared by
the Toronto Home Builders’ As-
sociation as part of its consumer
information program. Phone
391-HOME for information on
new homes or renovation.
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Poaching is a crime!
Countless wild animals are
being killed or captured il

legally in Canada. Poaching
must be stopped. Call

1-800-563-9453

to find out how you can hd&

Canadian
ﬂv‘ Wildlife
Federction
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& out, wstairs & down,
thes home has an addiion
deal for a hot tub. 1/G

pool, F.P., and 50 many
more upgrades.

On over 1-1/2 acres
with pond this Royal
home has a lot of good I
Quaiity leatures includ-

1 WOODWARD

y
2 storey, 3+ bdrms.,
rec. room, garage,
fenced yard, backs
onto park.
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Lovely bungalow sitting on
Il 2-1/2 acres with magnificent
views, 3 bedrooms, family

2 storey, 3+ bed-
rooms, rec. room,
garage, fenced yard,

batks onto a park.

HALLIDAY HOMI

99,"”

4 bedroom hom on pretty
ot with views of Escarp-
ment. Main floor family

room, fireplace, mostly fin-
ished basement.

3-4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths,

solarium with skylights, fin-

ished basement, all sitting
il on a beautifully treed lot,
§l Oversized double garage.

BRING AN OFFER!

*319,%%°

Says the owner who is leav-
ing the country. Rear view of
this bungalow on 1-1/2 'acre
mmummdw

150 YRS. OLD/YOUNG

On the escarpment and with the
16 Mile Creek on 3 sides, this
stone home has been renovaled
and enlarged. SO many features
and extras — call us.
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" the village mus! be

seen' Open plan, 9
cefhings in basement
and on main floor, 3

car garage. Built by

DORSLT PARK

187,

Specially lor the non-ha s
home already has the wor dont-

, soffits. windows_ # EC
ntu unils, rec rm 2 baths and
backs onto park. '

APPLE OF YOUR EYLE'

199,

Lovely home on 1/2 acre near
Milton. Three bedrooms, sep. dining
room overiooks main floor lamily

$385,°°
125-year-old extended and reno-
valed sione/wood farmhouse nght

n the heart of Milton. On .88 acre
_miﬂDrnunhcrrnhnhmlm-

S MINS. TO 401

Huge open plan kitchen/-
dinette/family room with fire-
place, separate dining room,

Lovely home in mature area of town
has some hardwood floors, central anr,
+ {8l separate dining room, beauti kitchen
' overiooks llrgudictlnd secluded

ly ducorut&d home has been
extended 1o give an exira bed-
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THLWOODWARD

5129, %

Lots of extras —
Kitchen counters &
cabinets, 2 bath-
rooms, finished
basament.

THHWOODWARD

aw.™
Investor? or Not! 3-4

bdrms., garage, near
schools, parks, store.
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Haised 2 stlorey,
main floor Family
room with fireplace,
garage, move-in con-
dition.

aol CHILDS DR

$1 26 000
Close to mall GO,
walk downtown,
fenced backyard,
mostly fin. base-
ment.

CALL FOR A FREE
MARKET VALUE
EVALUATION ] 5 )

AIDVAINTAGE
PLUAS NVFWELL

FREALTY INC. . WHITE OAKS PLAZA, MILTON

878-4444

1-800-668-3268
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