WCB agrees to recons

By SAL BOMMARITO
The Champion

The owner of a Milton company
slapped with an increase of more
than 300 per cent for Workers' Com-

pensation Board (WCB) premiums

says she’s relieved the board has
finally agreed to reconsider its

decision,

In June
Graham Maintenance, a low-rise

lown probes rural
businesses over zoning

By SAL BOMMARITO
The Champibn

The Town of Milton says three
Mural. businesses must apply for
zomng amendments because they
don't conform with the area's
agncultural designation

“We haven't indicated the busi-
nesses should cease. We've indi-
cated the businesses” are incom-
patible with the zoning in the area.”
John DeVries, the town's building
and enforcement director, said.

He said the town will be Inviting
the business owners “‘to come in and
discuss remedies with the zoning of-
ficer.”

Mr. DeVries said the town began
investigating the businesses — two
of 'which are located on Eighth Line,
the other on Lower Base Line —
after the town's bylaw enforcement
department received a complaint
Irom a nearby resident

The owners of two of the busi-
nesses, however, said they've been
operating without incident for years.

“We're legally zoned here.” said
John Course, owner of Cedarlane
Laboratories, located on Eighth
Line

“No one’s come 40 us and said ‘are

u legally zoned heve?” *
ﬁ the

with

Mr Course  maintains
aboratory, which works

animals used for .research, conforms
to land use rules. He said the busi-
ness has been at the samb\{ucatinn
for the last 15 years. k

Mr. Course said he suspects the
ropt of the problem is a dispute be-
tween the town and another Eighth
Line property owner, Eugene Cum-
mins, who the town alleges is
operating an illegal disposal site for
construction waste on his farm.

Mr. DeVries confirmed the town
received the complaint about the
other properties while Investigating

* see TOWN on page 8

the WCB notified RT

employees three people, of its
decision to classify the firm in the
same category as high-rise window
cleaning.

As a result, the company’s WCB
payment swelled to $2,072 annually,
up from $572.80

Company owner Lois Graham said
at the ume she would be forced to
lay off her son, 22-year-old Darren,
because of the increase., Ms Graham.
along with - co-owner husband
Robert, vowed to fight the increase

They also explored the possibility
of making Darren a partner in the
firm, as a short-term solution. to
avoid paying workers’ compensa-
tion.

The Canadian Federation of Inde-
pendent Business and Halton North
MPP Noel Duignan wrote 1o the
WCB on the company's behalf
Even Mike Harris, leader of the On-
tario Progressive Conservative Party,
got into the act by -addressing the
matter in the provincial legislature

LIFE TAKING A NEW DIREQTION?

Have you been through a divorce, death of a spouse, loss of a job
or other major life event? Are you planning to re-enter the work
force? Or do you just need to take stock and set goals?

The Canadian Mental Health Association is offering a 6 week
Personal Growth course starting Sept. 23, 1993 in Milton covering;

* rebuilding self-esteem
| * understanding relationship
* Communicating effectively
* coping with stress and anxiety
* setting realistic goals
To register, call Kenzie at(416) 681-6776. Fee: $65.00

CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH

ASSOCIATION
HALTON REGION BRANCH

i

This week, a WCB spokesperson
said the classification of all low-rise
window cleaning companies was
being reviewed.

“There has to be something done,”
said Sam Stanois, a technical adviser
In the WCB's review branch. “It’s
Not appropriate to put low-rise win-
dow cleaning companies into the
high-rise classification. My feeling
Is something positive will come
from this review.”

Ms Graham sounded relieved after
hearing of the WCB’s move on Wed-
nesday.

"It sounds like we accomplished

what we set out to do,” Ms Graham
said. “It’s because the pressure was |
being put on from all sides. If | o -
hadn’t fought it, I would have had to
pay the higher rates.” _
Ms Graham said she hopes the |
decision will also help other com- 1
panies which specialize in cleaning §
ground-level windows of malls '
“I's not just a small service only a E
few would require. All the malls
have * 10 have their windows S
cleaned,” she said =
“You've given my husband a good g
birthday present,” Ms Graham said
“He’ll be happy to hear that news.”

presents a new release by

Catherine Simpson

- h
o hl-h—!;. 1

T T

"IVY & DRIED ROSES"

Size 19'. x 11'/, m

345 STEELES AVE., MILTON

$140.00

878-8161

Fall Programs start week of Sept. 13/93 - Open Monday-Saturday

* Red Cross levels Yellow to White

* Private-Semi 3/class
* Aqua-cize 8 times weekly

Introducing New Programs

e Parent and tot
* Lap swimming - morning and lunch time
* Water temperature 90°F

Q:

* Pre-Bronze, Bronze Cross
* Royal Life Saving I, I, III

Novice Swim Team - coached by Carole Murray




