School hoard puts development charges on hold

By ANGELA BLACKBURN
Special to The Champion

The Halton Board of Educatiog is
delaying a move toward educational
development charges until the matter
gets settied in the courts.

On May 29, an Ontario divisional
court struck down York Region
school bosrd educational develop-
ment charges bylaws as unconstitu-
tional.

The by-laws would see residents jp
new developments paying additional
charges (0 support infrastructure
funding »— specifically new schools.

The charges would be passed to
residents and commercial properties
through developers.

The Halton board drafied a by-law

uﬂlottltlotheputlic}umil

However, development industry
representatives made it clear they'd

challenutheboud.m light of the

York ruling.

TheYoctboudlplmtoq:pulthe
decision to the Ontario Supreme
Court and were granted a stay which
means they can continue to collect
the charges, for now.

However developers stressed to
the Halton board that the stay
doesn’t apply to Halton while cotrt
ruling which states such charges are
unconstitutional, does.

T'he proposed Halton board educa-
tional development charges by-law
was supposed t0 be debated and
voted on at Thursday’'s board meet-
ing. Two delegations were also

New match-making
service available here

Singles searching for companionship now have a new meeting service that
IS as easy to use as a touch tone telephone.

scheduled on the board agenda.

At the start of the meeting, chair-
man Dave Coons announced the
delegations — and the item — were
being withdrawn.

“It was withdrawn because of the
fact that it’s being challenged in
York. Until such time as it's settled
in the courts, it would not be prudent
for us 10 proceed at this time,” said
Mr. Coons.

The Halton board’s proposed by-
law calls for charges to include a flat
fee of $1,590 per home for educa-
tion funding from residential
builders, and a 61 cents per sq.ft.
average charge for commercial
projects.
George Vegh, the lawyer for the
Greater Toronto Home Builders’ As-
sociation (GTHBA) told the board at
its June 3 public ing that should
the board proceed, the association
would take immediate legal action.

Mr. Vegh said the association
would ask the court for an order that

the board pay its legal fees and

The idea behind educational
development charges is to replace
the older system of lot levies so new
growth would pay for new services
it needs.

Developers pass the additional
costs onto their customers, new
home buyers and new commercial
projects. ,

The proposed by-law would pro-
vide - for exemptions, including
boards and municipalities, hospitals
and places of worship as well as
community colleges and municipal
hydro-electric commissions.

Educational development charges
date back 10 December 1988 when

the provincial govemment issued a
discussion paper entitled “Financing
Growth Related Needs.”

Significant proposals in it included

grant levels on capital projects ap-
proved costs from an average 75 to

60 per cent.
The intent was 0 spread a

into the billions of dollars, with -
provincial funding for them remain-
ing around the $300 million mark
annually.

in February 1989, the ‘Halton
board approved, in principle, the
concept of development charges.

In November 1989, legislation °

pu:edcmbhn;nchoolbomhlom-
pose  “education de

charges” (EDC). Accompanying
regulations were issued in January
1990 and in May 1990, guidelines
and detailed calculation forms were
issued.

On April 16, 1991 the board ap-
proved conditions for exemptions
and in March 1992, approved

proposed charges for submission to
the Ministry of Education.

SPA-TACULAR SALE!!

4 DAYS ONLY!

THURSDAY - SUNDAY

Sincerely Yours is being introduced to Champion readers after a free trial
offer that saw more than 1,000 people respond to the service. It's being of-
fered through The Champion's sister newspaper the Oakville Beaver.

Using the service is simple. Just call 1-800-387-8009 and speak with one
of the service’s customer service representatives and place a free 25-word
(or less) ad that will run for two weeks in The Champion. You will be issued
ltclcphommﬁlbo:numbeundlmnfhhntidfwdigitpulcodcmdad
to retrieve personal messages left for you in yopr mailbox.

After receiving your mail box number and four digit confidential pass
code, using your touch tone phone, call 1-416-976-4321 to open mail boxes,
pick up messages and browse through greetings left by others. Respond to
your favourie greeting by leaving a response in a specific mlhoxqm-l
boxes.

A charge of $1.99 per minute will appear on your telephone bill for using
the service. And if you need help, call one of the Sincerely Yours repre-
sentatives from nooa to 11 p.m.

Once you have received your mail box number and code, Sincerely Yours
service is available 24 hours per day using a touch tone telephone.

If a caller hears a message he likes, he can leave a message in that
person’s voice mail box with a contact number and the two can arrange to
swap numbers later.

The person advertising doesn’t have 10 leave a telephone number but both
can leave messages for each other on their box numbers then exchange

numbers when they feel comfortable.

Full details on the system are on page 20.

DATELINE

Thursday July 1

The United Way Mini-Golf Tour-
nament takes place at Executive
Fairways Golf Centre on Highway
25, south of Derry Road, from 9 am.
1o noon. Registration costs $5 per
player. Anyone can play. Call 878-
5355 or 875-2550 for information.

Thursday July 14
The residents of Allendale will
benefit from proceeds of the Straw-
berry Festival Ploneer Days at
Andrews Scenic Acres. The family
fun includes a petting zoo, free hay

School Line farm from 10 am. to §
p.m. The event includes a large craft
show and sale, entertainment, wagon
rides, farm animals, hay stack jump-
ing, demonstrations, baking, refresh-
ments, pick your own and ready
picked strawberries. Admission is
free. Proceeds go to the United Way.
Monday July 5

The Miltom Children and Youth
Centre offers one-week programs
for 6 to 16 year olds starting today.
The programs, which run until Aug,
16, help participants improve their
scif-esteem and social skills. Call
876-1244 for details.

TuSbday July 6

The Victorian Order of Nurses

holds a foot care clinic at the Bruce
Street apartments, 40 Ontario St.,
from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. The cost is
$15. For further information or an
appointment, call 827-8800.

Wednesday July 7

Parents of Children with Cancer
meets to share informgation and offer
each other support #t the Oakville
Cancer Society offices, 635 Fourth
Line, Unit 51, at 7 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Kim Thomas at 878-1206.

Thursday July 8

The Victorian Order of Nurses
bolds a foot care clinic at Milton
Community and Information Ser-
vices in the Optimist Centre from 9
am. to noon. The cost is $15. For an

appointment, call 875-4636.

~ Saturday July 10

The Milton Children and Youth
Centre introduces its new Dad
Drop-In Program on Saturdays

from 9-11 am. Bring your pre-
school child and learn about water

life, beach fun, fishing and more.
The cost is $3 per family. Call 876
1244 for details.

The Coronation Group at Knox
Presbyterian Church holds its fifth
annual yard sale on Main Street
from 8 am. to noon.

Wednesday July 14
Adult and Continuing Education of
the Halton Board of Education starts
its English as a Second Language
classes at Summer School for secon-
dary school students and adults.
Register at the first class.
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