* OUR READERS WRITE

LHHL o

Some boys, 10 10 14 years of age
were playing a distorted version of
nng-the-doorbell-and-run; instead of
running, they waited and told my
wife to “f1$* off”. This happened a
few times until a neighbourhood
child recognized the boys and we
phoned their parents. Of the three
parents | phoned, one didn’t really
seem 0o concerned, the other of-
fered a simple apology and the other
made his son write a letter of apol-
ogy to my wife.

My pregnant wife walking to
Becker's was called a “‘fat pig”
When passed by a teenaged boy.

One evening a large group of
young teenagers was slowly walking
across the road behind our town-
house while a car approached. The
teenagers made no attempt to quick-
ly get out of the car’s way (apparent-
ly they haven’t yet realized what two
tons of moving steel will do to a sta-
tionary human body.) When the
car's horn was used, the teenagers
responded to the waming by yelling
profanity at the driver.

To their, and my surprise, this car

abruptly Stopped. It immedi-
ately apparent that thi$“was an un-
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marked police car. At that moment,
half the teenagers quickly fled, the
rest remained to meet the man walk-
ing toward them. This man, who had
not yet identified himself as an of-
ficer, started yelling at the teenagers.
The teenagers yelled back with total
lack of respect for the person, even
after the man identified himself as a
police officer (he showed his badge).
After a short confrontation, the of-
ficer left.

Did anyone notice that most of the
young trees around the Wilson-
Woodward intersection were des-
troyed by vandalism and replaced
last year? -l witnessed youths des-
troying at least one of them.

Parents should teach simple res-
pect to their children and teenagers
should be able to determine right
from wrong.

\ Rick Stomphorst
Milton

In defence

of teenagers

Dear Editor:
The letter from-: Tresa MacGregor
in the Wednesday, June 23 issue of

The Champoin demands a response.
Generalities that stereotype groups

and a multitude of nngm{bd be-
haviours that tum into the proverbial
viscious circle: low expectations ful-
filled and producing even lower ex-
pectations.

| spend a great deal of time in Mil,
ton — and in several other larger
urban Centres. | am a teacher so my
workdays are filled with teenagers. |
object strongly to Mrs. MacGregor's
statement that “teenagers of loday
have lost all respect and considera-
tion.” .

| am not suggesting the experi
of having something lh@m at you
was nof frightening. Tt should not
have and the youngsters
who did#it should have been
repagnded. But simply running
away from such kids, or badmouth-
ing them, or teaching your own
children to be-afraid will not solve
anything.

My experience with teens suggests
that they need to be treated as-ire-
dividuals not mobs. |1 often try to
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WITH A SPECIALLY EQUIPPED

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE I.AREDO 4 X4,

Four-wheel Anti-lock Brakes
4.0 L High Output 190 hp Engine
4-Speed Automatic Transmission

Air Conditioning

Power Windows & Locks

Driver’s Side Air Bag

Tilt Wheel & Speed Control
AM/FM Stereo Cassette
Remote Keyless Entry
Command-Trac 4-Wheel Drive

From Your Local Jeep & Eagle Dealer.

The Jeep & Eagle #1 Sales Event - Don't Miss It/

“This offer s m eflect from June 20 1960 untl lermenated by pacpatng dealers Thes offer cancels. replaces. .and cannot be combiged with other offers. ONer apples
10 dealer rvertones only Prce excludes kcense. registration. reight. and taxes Freght for model shown s $575 Dealer may sell for less. See dealer lor detalls

speak to them in stores or in the
library or in the video store; | help

+them when they need help and

probably more importantly, allow
them to help me by lifting heavy
items, or giving me advice about my
car, or telling me what they think
about a movie, etc.

Some teenagers can be loud, an-
noying, lazy, _rude, and even
frightening. So’m some parents. |
might add that the many times |
have been disturbed in a store or res-
taurant, it has nearly always been by
a four or five-year- old, not a teen.

And may ] suggest in closing Mrs.
MacGregor, that you put your letter

ay and take it-out in 10 years. By
that time, you yourself will be one of
the parents who do not know what
their children are doing.

Mariltyn Holt
R R 3 Campbeliville
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LOWER PRICES

Bike and faith

restored
Dear Editor:

A wonderful thing happended
today. My son’'s bike was returned
after being stolen about a
ago.

We may
happened fto
honest yoing man called to tell me
that he the biké and saw my ad
in the newspaper. | met him and he
handed the bike over.

Although the bike was not in as
good condition as it was when it
went missing, it is still rideable.

My son is very happy to have his
bike back and it helped restore our
faith in people.

ver know what actral

Gillisn Burns
Elliot Cres. Milton

Prices effechve untl Satwdoay, Ay 3, 1993 ALL STORES CLOSED THURSDAY ALY 1.

TOP SIRLOIN STEAK

“BARON of BEEF”
INSIDE ROUND or
EYEofROlMSTEAKS

8.80/.

PEACHES

LARGE SIZE

tresh product of U.S A

no. | grade California m/hg

Su'rrner Crisp corn or cream style corn,

w&Lpam seasoned green beans or

12/ 4.0z tin
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