T'raining funds to produce g
hundreds of jobs in Halton

For vour Tenth Anniversary show her
vou d marry her all over again.

By ROB KELLY
The Champion

Between 300 and 500 jobs should
be available soon at four Halton
companies that are expected 10 make
use of a provincially sponsored
employment training program, ac-
cording to Halton Region’s business
development direclor.

Brent Kearse 1s sitting on news of
what firms are involved pending
finalization of negotiations and an
announcement of the economic
boost from Queen’s Park. The
provincial government 1s providing
secd money for the worker training
through its jobsOntario program.

The amount of funding available
from the province depends on the
depth of training required per
worker 10 obtain employment. But
Ontano will commit as much as
$10,000 per employee.

Of the four companies, “we're
working with two of them to stan
placing jobs,” Mr. Kearse said. The
other two companies, as of last
week, had not signed final agree-
ments committing to the jobsOntario
agenda. But, “it’s a matter of dotung
the 1's and crossing the t's,” Mr.
Kcarse said.

“We think this 1s good news,”” he
conunued. “Two of the companics
are actually hinng now.” Two firms
arc manufacturing concemns and the
others are ‘‘quasi-service com-
panies,” Mr. Kearse said. “They're
good yobs. ™

In terms of where the news fits in
a lingenng recession-restructuring
period, Mr. Kearse noted, 1 don’t
want 1o say we’ve turmned the comer,
but I'm certainly opumistic. Build-
Ing permits are up and bankrupicies
arc down. "

However, “we're not out of the
woods yet,”" he cautioned. “We're
right in the midst of restructuring.”

Mr. Kearse recentdy obtained
councill approval 10 transfer six
regional employees from another
program o jobsOntano work 0
cope with the expected increase in

Looking for
fastest babies

Babies, start your diapers! Tiny
loLs up 1o one-year old are invited o
lake part in the Diaper Derby at
Shoppers Drug Mart, Milton Mall
tomorrow (Saturday).

Races 0 determine the fastest
babies in Milton will run from 10
a.m. 1o 2 p.m. and racers arc asked
10 preregister on race day. Grand
prizes as well as first, second and
third prizes will be up for grabs in
Iwo age groups — 8 months and
younger and from 8 10 12 months.

TI'he event, co-sponsored by Kim-
berly Clark, maker of Huggies dis-

posable diapers, and Shoppers Drug
Mart, will also include draws
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demand for applicant processing
with the newfound employment.
Halton’s goal is to place at lcast
1,812 employees at work through
the jobsOntario program by the fall
of 1995. ""We're hopeful wc can sur-
pass that target,” Mr. Kcarse said.
Not counting the four new com-
panies, 238 people have obtained
permanent work through the imua-
lve in Halton to date, he said.
Although Halton became officially
involved with jbsOntano in mid-
1992, “for the last six months we've
been trying to figurc oul the rulcs of
the game,” Mr. Kearse said.
Momentum appears 1o be growing,
however. Halton 1s part of a job
training advisory committec also
comprising members from Shendan
College, the boards of education,
provincial representabion and dcle-
gates from labour, said Mr. Kcarse,
“It's the first ume all these groups
have gotten together,” he said. ““We
realized it’s a very good model for
other things we're doing. The com-
mittec may take on a bigger rolc in
the future.”
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