E
|
1

Town coul

ma-mm

Proposed provmcia! legislation
aimed at slicing $2 billion from public
sectof wages will probably mean a
$290,000 cutback for the Town of

Mmmmmmpulom;lsmd

“We will losg 3290 000 in grants,”
said David Hipgrave, Milton's chief ad-
ministrative officer. The legislation
forces municipalities to make the re-
ductions from their payrolls, so they
will be permanent. Money cannot be
taken from othet projects to fill the

w what mordle was like among
Milton’s 100 municipal employees, Mr.
Hipgrave -id'ﬁjr view the situation
as “pretty serious. No one wants to
have their wages cut or be laid off.
These are very senios discussions.”

The provincial govemnment has giv-

en Ontario’s. 950,000 public sector

workers.until August 1 to trim the $2
billion, otherwise Queen’s
it by unilaterally ehopping transfers to
municipalities, schools, for health care
and by scaling back funding
for the provincial civil ser-
vice.

Under the provincial out-
line, wages would be frozen
for three years'and 12 days
of unpaid leave would b
“imposed onemployees.

If each of the umbrella
bargaining sectors involved
in the cutbacks — munici-
palities for example — can nor a planning direc-
come 1o an with the provin- tu. has been ongoing for
cidl government prior to the August 1 _ Mpoﬁm.hﬁlhﬂd?mhn
deadline, the cutbacks will be lesséfiod bmﬂumuﬂrcchnfhmm
by 20 per cent, according to a nndJoInFminaln;ﬁmn‘d-
Toronto Star report. - lmfumcllmnu, -

“If we don’t have an agreement, The latest news is the second
then the pravisions will come into provincial funding drop to face Milton

place,” said Mr. Hipgrave, who sits on  and all Ontario muni¢ipalities in recent

group negotiating with the province on

behalf of more than 700 municipalities.

Town treasurer Jim

McQueen said runicipal

managers hope to find ways

of making the cuts without

costing atyone his job, such

as not filling existing vacan-

cies. “What we’re doing is

PN lobking ‘at things that will

maintain the (current) em-
ployment base.” »

Mlhmlumﬂudﬂufu

d face $290,000 in payroll cuts

the board of the Association of months. The expenditure congrol plan,
Pirk willdo Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the “the other element in the provincial two-

propged cutback strategy, cost Milton
approximately $75,000.

But that initial $75,000 could come

- from capital

lmjm rather

than personnel
costs. Milton

Mchce:;

Jim McQueen Rt s

only is the lost funding “never coming
back”, but “the (provincial) govern-
ment may take more money next year

. Or the year afier that,” if deficits contin- _

ue to loom large.
Milton’s, overall municipal payroll

is roughly $7 million a year.
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By ROB KELLY
The Champion

There's too much fooling around
mmwmmmw
behind closed doors, says Ward 3
representative Marion

Portions of meetings to the
public, called in-camera sessions,

_ | "“really upset me,” Ms Howard told

town council's general committee

Monday night. “It’s like an old hen's
picnic.’

Councillors should “cut back on]
the jokes,” stop “speaking off topic” | -
and “asking irrelevant questions” of
staff members, councillor Howard
added. They should also refrain from
“duplicating, triplicating, quadrupli-

cating” the remarks of others when
they have the floor.

Ms Howard said she felt

ed over such activities recently whi

acting as meeting chairperson, a duty
that rotates among councillors on a
mofithly basis. She was reluctant to
impose her will then, but “the pext
time I'm up there I'm going to be set-
ting my own rules” based on “com-

Counciless mformaly follgy
Roberts Rules of Order, a universal
guidebook to meeting procedure, but
often deviate from the text guidelines
to,.for ipstance, make impromptu
speeches during times set aside for

questions.
Ms Howaird said” a

“misconception” has arisen regard-

,Jing her request for a procedural by-

law in the wakcofapubhcmeung
several weeks ago over a controver-
sial housing proposal. It dragged on
until well after midnight. But the
councillor said she was more con-

Ward 1 councillor Rick Day said
he would supprt councillor Howard's
] motion, but cautioned against veering
ngd too much regulation of speak-

A former. Oakville mmﬂlu Mr.
Day said a similar push there meant
that “people played all kinds of
games” that “led to factions™ devel-
oping on council as those with op-
posing views attempted (o use proce-
dural rules to influence debate.

Mayor Gord Krantz too said
councillors should tread mhly SO as
10 “not get bogged down in spending
half our time talking about proce-
dures and policies.”

Additionally, if council imposes aj .
10:30 p.m. curfew on its Monday
meetings, as some jurisdictions have
done, it could easily mean-meeting
again the next night or the next two

constituents is solicited, Mr. Kraptz
added. For example, if members of
the public are told after speaking for
five minutes “to sit down and shut
up,” then “it will be interesting to
sée” their reastions, he noted. “Good
luck.” '

Mr. Krantz is also a Halton re-
gional councillor. There is a procedu-
ral bylaw at Halton council and yet
representatives still “get bogged
down for half an hour at a time.”

Ward 2 councillor John Challinor
was squarely behind Ms Howard. “]
commend councillor Howard for
bringing this forward. '
lor Howard is asking for is’ common

senge.”




