Take time to

Are you thinking of selling your home? If
you're one of the many homeowners who
choose this time of year to move — whether

're trading up or down, or simply re-
locating — you're probably starting to pre-
pare your home for the sale.

But before you become overwhelmed by
the task, it's a good idea to sit down and try
to look at your home objectively. An attrac-
tive, well-kept home generally has a better
chance of selling quicker. And the old adage
* “first impressions are lasting ones” is true.

you'll be able to recover all of your costs.
Instead, try to determine what types of
minor cosmetic improvements can be made,
like general cleaning, painting, floor
refinishing and so on. These projects
generally don’t require a lot of capital and

greatly improved by

them. Consult with your realtor to see what
types of improvements make the most

sense.
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Start With the Outside

W.J. McCrudden Real Estate Inc.
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ITS APPEAL IS REAL
Executive brick home with

MRS. CLEAN LIVES HERE!
End unit tlownhome, nicely decorated and
super clean. Backs onto park. Flexible
closing. Don't miss this one! Offered at
$120,900. Call Barbara Mallalieu® to

AITaNge your appointment 10 view #22.

GREAT FOR KIDS
This spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath, brick & ahum.
zmmwmmm
ly room & wak-out 10 12 x 24' raised deck. On
¥4 acres just north of #7, § 224,000. Please
call Les Bunker* lor more details about 855

farme

CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES
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rec. room with fireplace, central air, eat-in

Kiichen and mom. Asking $180,900. To view
please call jenvve Frets” about #38

W. J. (JACK) MeCRUDDEM BROKER

fenced

rear yard, circular drive & more. Call
W.J (Jack) McCrudden, Broker, 1o view #29.

IT'S WORTH THE DRIVE TO ACTON
Solid brick on .
umh-mmum
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room downstairs, Priced to sell (1
$189,000. Call Jernie Fretz* about #08.

If you have any loose siding or pavement,
it’s a good idea to get these items repaired.
And if you have any cracked or broken win-
dows, get them fixed as well.

If your driveway is somewhat unsightly,
consider applying a coat of driveway sealer.
This will improve its appearance.

Missing shingles or eavestroughs should
also be replaced and loose shutters or
awnings should be secured. You may also
want to consider painting the exterior of
your home to spauce it up. And if you have
aluminum siding or trim that's really dirty,
himmonetochmilwithlpower

order. Also make sure the inside of your
garage doesn’t look too jumbled or clut.
tered.

Also keep patios, walkways and decks
free of debris and clutter, and trim any
branches that look unslightly or detract
from your home. '

Inside

Youcmdonlmonthemidcofym
home as well, without spending a great deal
ofmy.'l’wopﬁmmtokeepin
mindmthek:itchenmdbuhtoom.ﬂ»sc
(WO rooms of your home are genenally of
prime interest to prospective buyers. Make
sure they’re clutter-free, bright and spotless.

This applies to kitchen appliances as well
— especially if you're including them with
the sale of your home. |

If the carpéting in your home looks dinty
or dingy, you may want to rent a steam
cleaner, or hire a professional carpet
cleaner. Pet odour can become trapped in
rugs, and this can repel prospective buyers.

Also give your hom¢é a thorough cleaning
and airing prior to showing it. Make sure
any wood and tile floors look clean and
bright, not dull and dingy.

As well, keep in mind that rooms that are
00 cluttered will give the impression that
they're much smaller than their true size,
Try to create a feeling of spaciousness when
conducting your “spruce-up.” If you have
00 much furniture, consider removing
some of it and storing it with a friend or
relative.

Checklist 3

In addition to the information outliged
above, here’s a brief checklist for you to run
over before your house is shown.

* Whenever possible, try 10 be out of the
house while the realtor is conducting a
showing. (Prospective purchasers ofien feel
like intruders when homeowners are
present.)

"Keeppeuwelloulofthcway—-—

;I'efu‘blymofywhousechﬂn;uhow-
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* Make sure your home is tidy and well-
aired. .

* Keep stairways free of clutter.

* Remove any items (like chandeliers)
which won't be included in the sale of the
home,

By foll
you'll feel

and prospec-
tive purchasers are sure to '

appreciate its




