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Don’t forget pets need a cleaning

Seems like years (actually, it’s only about
two years) since |'ve mentioned grooming.
(Geez, get a haircut, will you? And take that
suit to the cleaner’s.

Oh, and while you're at it, take a look at
your dog as well. No, | mean a real look. One
that reveals tangles, mats and furballs. Hands-
on work will be required for a complete ex-
amination, and don't forget 1o use your nose.
Not as a comb, as an aroma detector. If that
little couch ormament of yours smells “less
than fresh”, how do you think your couch will
smell? Yeah

Logic dictates that a matted unbrushed dog
will be a shade shy of fragrant. Of course, it's
kind of\lijke vacuuming your car (or my car,
anyway); you tend to put it off in the wild and
totally unfounded hope that someone else will
do 1t. When you face the facts honestly, you
realize it's a dirty job and you have to do it

Many dogs make regular trips to the
groomer. Anywhere between 6 weeks to 3
months, owners drop off a hairy “‘hippie’’ of a
dog. A few hours later, they pick up a spar-
kling “executive™ of the dog world. It's like
magic

Breeds that generally make these regular
forays include Poodles, Cocker Spaniels,
Schnauzers, Bouviers, assorted Terners, and
crossbreeds thereof

All dogs, of all shapes and sizes, need to be
groomed. Sad fact of life but there you go
Combing and brushing are always required,
and occasional to regular bathing must be ex-
pected (for the dog, I mean, you’ll have to
make your own hygiene decisions)

Over-bathing is tembly drying to a dog’s

Handle pressure-

Because we want our fences, decks, play
structures and flower beds to last longer than
the Titanic, we often consider buying pres-
sure-treated wood. Although we think we are
building “Play-land” for our children we may
be building “Arsenic.land” instead.

Wood 1s commonly treated with chromated
copper arsenate (CCA) to extend its life
against fungi, insects and micro-organisms
The result is the greenish wood with slits on
the surface available at lumber yards and
building supply stores

A 1991 study for Health and Welfare Canada
found that the soil under CCA treated
playground equipment had arsenic concentra-
tions up to 24 tumes higher than areas 10
meters away. They also used cloth to wipe
these structures and got measurable amounts
of arsenic on the cloth every time.

Arsenic 1s widespread in the environment
and we are all exposed to a low level. How-
ever, the U.S. EPA’s fact sheet on CCA warns:
“Arsenicals are acutely toxic to humans by in-
gestion . . . Both arsenic and chromium have
been classified as human carcinogens based
on sufhicient human epidemiological evidence.
Environmental fate data to support the
registration of wood preservatives containing
arsenic and chromium are lacking.”

Health and Welfare Canada agrees. They
state, “In spite of the huge volume of pres-
sure-treated lumber being used, the published
literature contains very little information about
the extent to which wood preservative chemi-
cals migrate out of the treated wood or about
the nature and extent of the . . . residues which
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skin. Even those breeds needing shaving or
tinmming shouldn’t be immersed in the wet
stuff more than once every six weeks.

Just about every dog in the world needs to
be “hosed down™ once or twice a year. Many
breeds tend to shed something terrnible (the
German Shepherd leaps instantly to mind) in
the springtime, and a good bath helps loosen
five 1o 10 pounds of dead hair

Getting a medium or large sized dog into the
tub is often an interesting adventure, leaving
numerous wet towels, wet articles of clothing,
wet floors and decorative water patterns (from
the dog shaking itself) on the wallpaper.

If your dog is small and/or easy to bathe, go
for it. Be careful not to get shampoo into eyes
and ears, and try to keep the whole expenence
a cheery one for everyone

If, on the other hand, the procedure fills you
with dread (which will be readily transferred
to your canine pal), find a kindly groomer,
deliver your pooch, and retum to pick up a
transformed creature. Good groomers are an
endangered species, look after them. Other-
wise, that hairy, odiferous hound you see
before you may mutate 1pto another life form
nghtin front of you. Gruesome. Quick, get the
shampoo!
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might be present on the surface of structures
built of treated wood.”

Is there an effect on plants? A British study
of contaminated soil where treated wood was
made found carrots grown in the soil, “[%u—
duced crops containing nearly twice the cur-
rent recommended level of arsenic in food.”

CCA is registered for use in Canada, as the
Canadian Institute of Treated Wood (CITW)
points out.

CITW maintains that “seasoning after pres-
sure treating leaves the wood clean”, ignoring
the results of the wipe tests. CITW also states
in their literature, “If the chemicals used for
the pressure treatment of wood weren't toxic,
the process wouldn’t be effective. But treated
wood i1s not toxic to humans and animals
under its intended conditions of use.”™

It 1s recommended to wear gloves, goggles
and a breathing mask when handling treated
wood, and to wash hands and all exposed
areas when done. All work clothes should be
washed separately from other household cloth-
ing. Pressure-treated wood should not be
bumed, as even more toxic chemicals are

produced. It 1s best disposed of at approved
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Milton 2001, a tax odyssey

In a testy debate, Regional Council refused
to remove the performance tax on points
scored in T-ball and minor hockey. Our
children must learn at an early age that it is
their duty to support the less fortunate in this
world, the system’s defenders say

The current tax of $5 for a home run or goal,
and $2.50 for RBIs or assists has resulted in a
significant number of children dropping out of
sports. This tax was first introduced in 1993
on a suggestion from the public service unions
for all adult leagues. Those children having
parents on welfare, UIC, mothers allowance or
compensation have thgr taxes paid by
regional grants.

Consideration is being given to making the
playing of these sports mandatory in order to
ensure no loss of revenue to the regional cof-
fers, the Milton leisure services director has
been forced to stop the moratorium on build-
ing new ball diamonds and the lights al
Thompson Arena Park are to be installed next
month

“The performance tax is only an extension

cated wood with care

hazardous waste sites. CITW also recom-
mends that treated wood should not be used
where food might be prepared, yet they in-
Cluded plans for picnic tables in the package
they sent me.

Milton director of leisure services Jennifer
Reynolds, reports that Milton has used pres-
sure-treated wood for children’s playground
structures in the past, but that she did not think
they had erected any new structures in the last
year. She was interested in the studies quoted
here because Milton is in the process of deter-
mining what building materials to use in the
future

To avoid problems we can: use substitutes
such as cedar, cypress, locust, stone, brick,
concrete or matenals made from recycled
plastic, seal all presure-treated wood surfaces
with paint or marine varnish to prevent leach-
ing and skin exposure.

To extend the wood’s life, use commercial
non-toxic wood preservatives such as Donnos,
made from purely organic raw matenals. |
have used this and found it works very well.

Or, make non-toxic wood preservative. |
have a recipe developed by the USDA Forest
Products Laboratory which I will gladly share
if you want to send a SASE to me c¢/o The
Champion.

Pressure-treated wood is a fine product if all
the handling and disposal precautions are fol-
lowed and if it is not used near plants or
humans.

Steven Moore is an Environmental Censult-
ant with a Masters Degree in Environmenial
Studies.
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of those charged by the school boards for
marks achieved by students,” explained
Regional Chairman Floyd Fauntleroy

The Region is fighting with the provincial
government, saying the collection of the 20
per cent GST and 25 per cent PST on the per-
formance taxes places an unnecessary burden
on regional staff

A Joint mortgage burning was held today at
Greystone Country Club (owned by CUPE),
marking the final payments of SkyDome and
Maple Leaf Gardens by the federation of
Teachers Union Corporation and OMERS
(Ontanio  Municipal Employees Retirement
Savings), who together purchased these
tacilities as part of the social contract clause
negotiated by Bob Rae in 1993 Mr. Rae and
sidekick Floyd Laughren are directors for life
in each organization

“We are planning to pension off Floyd,"
saild chief school custodian and OMERS
Director Kuldip Singh, in a phone interview
from his yacht in Aruba. “His latest idea of
selling cocktail weiners as jumbo hot dogs at
both facilities and the fact only public service
union members can afford tickets has resulted
in some discontent from the pnvate sector.”

The enforced hinng quotas or minorities,
handicapped and women mandated by provin-
cial law on the last place Blue Jays and Maple
Leafs, have also caused revenues to decline

On the crime scene, Milton resident Ben
Hadd was charged with unnecessary assault
on sex tax inspector first class Peeping Tom

Mr. Hadd explained that it was too hot in his
bedroom and when he pushed open the win-
dow he inadvertently knocked inspector Tom
off his ladder. The inspector suffered a broken
leg and a the ladder broke. Mr. Hadd was also
charged with destroying government property.

-I'he head of the voyeur union for sex inspec-
tion has asked for danger pay for all union
members since this is the one-millionth case
of assault on an officer since the NDP intro-
duced the tax in May 1993

The decline in Canada’s birth rate has also
been attributed to the sex tax, requiring sig-
nificant increases in immigration to keep
Can above zero population growth. Im-
mi S are not required to pay the sex tax for
the first five years.

The Champion attempted to get a telephone
interview with the Benevolent Dictator from
his isolated tropical island retreat, but could
make no sense of what he was saying through
his tears and laughter.




