By KAREN SMITH
The Champion

A new Halton company is in the
business of recycling, but it has
nothing to do with newspaper or
glass bottles:

This company gives the disabled a
break from the high cost of home
health care aids by repairing used
equipment and selling it as affor-
dable prices.

The unique idea is the brainstorm
of Jim McKéllar, a Hal-
ton Hills businessman, 2
who previously worked | |
for geveral years in the | =
medical field.

The formen paramedic,
who opened Pe George-
town-based Re-Med
.Foundation in February, ..
makes ‘old wheelchairs,
walkers and other equip-
ment work like new.

The company acquires
health care aids — from
lifts and beds to wash-
room equipment and
scooters — through don-
ations by people who are
no longer using them.

“We recondition this
equipment and offer it to
_ people who are in need
for a modest sum,
enough to cover our ex-
penses.” Costs to his
clients end up about 75 *
per cent less than the
original retail value, ac-
cording to Mr. McKellar.

He says his yearssin
the medical profession
— a8 an ambulance at-
tendant in the Metro ¥
Toronto Ambulance Ser-
vice and later in home health care
equipn es — opened his eyes
to the financial demands involved in
purchasing such aids.

“I realized there was a void where
government  fundiag  stopped.
Patients not qualifying or in need of
extra equipment often found costs
prohibitive.” - o

An electric wheelchair can cost gs

much as $16,000, but the maximum

government grant doesn’t come,

close to that number, he said.
Doing most of the work himself,
he has 50 far refurbished and sold

.

FRAME
CLEAANC
- SALE

THURSDAY
MAY 13, 1993
2:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

OPTIMIST HALL
Commercial St.

Hundreds of pre-cut mats and
frames! Bring your favourite
prints, photos or neediework
and choose quality frames
and mats at unbelievable
prices|

“Our 16th Successful Year”
THE

CUSTOM

HOUSE
519-634-8906

clients.

which assists disabled adults.
“It's an idea whose time has

The company has received.praise”) “Everybody wins here. I love. America
from the Ontarioc March of Dimes, “doing this,” adds Mr. McKellar, who _ People interested in

E. L

" New company reconditions used medical equipment :

about 75 pieces of equipment to Med as well as their clients through manufacturing the first
bulance Disaster. Bus ‘in North (416) 631-4974.

‘ The company will make a dona-
ton o any equipment donor's

Am- contact the Re-Med Foundation at

is Tesponsible for designing md'wam;mm favourite charity.
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come,” comments Ann Buckle, an |
independent living co-ordinator with

RE/MAX MILTOWNE REALTY CORP.
More than 30 health care agencies

MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOUNDATION
as well as hospitals, rehabilitation

centres and sefrvice groups from SEE 1
across the province are assisting Re- | . | - .
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MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITALTREADMILL ACQUISITION "

SUNDAY MAY 16, 1993
6 KM OR 4 KM FAMILY WALK OR 10 KM RUN
'REGISTRATION 12’NOON. » START 1 PM

MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOUNDATIO
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| NOTE: ROAD CLOSURE
" First Line between Derry Rd & Lower Baseline
from 12:30 - 2:30 pm
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BARGAINS FOR YOU
WEDNESDAY MAY 12 -~
 SATURDAY MAY 15

. Fegturing Real Estate and Financial

Planning Seminars
hosted by Countrywide & Sunlife-of Canada

* Do-it-yourself Video Seminars
* Great Displays and Ideas for your home!
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