The snow is melting - time to think about gardening

If you've become infested with an early
case of spriqg fever, you're probably eager
to take rake, shovel and gardening gloves in
hand and head for the nearest flowerbed.
This 1s a common sympton expernienced by
many homeowners each year, once it be-
comes apparent winter is truly over.

For many, gardening is an enjoyable pas-
time which allows them to express their
creativity and beautify their properties at the
same time.

NEW LISTING
Excellent home lor children finished tamily
room, close o schools, lovely lenced garden
0 home, must be seen 10 be apprecialed
Il W. J (Jack) McCdidden, Broker,
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MOVE-IN CONDITION
3 bedrooms, man floor lamly oom, good suze
eal-n kichen, al stuated on a 50 x 125 ol Has
iots of stormge room  Call Joan Taline-Holkngs®
lor complete delads about #18

ment. door b

SCENIC COUNTRY
This pictur property offers a 2 slorey
home complel th separate workshop +
office & D6 x 40 gamage all situated on approx.
11 acres with a pond Localed on the oulskins
of Kilbnde and pnced o sell, don'l miss out'
Cal Don Pelz* voday about #111

ON BROAL
This superd mainlena
some leatures nol no
~ lown. Double car g
possible In-law suie
Asking $188,900
McCrudden, Broker,

STARTER HOME
This three bedroom lownhome is attractively
decoraled Recently panied n neultral colours,
recently installed broadloom throughout, fin-
ished basemen! wilth rec. room. Asking
$121.900. Call WJ (Jack McCrudden, Broker,
o vew 08

EXCELLENT VALUE— $229.900
Quset court locaton 3+ bedmoms, 4 washrooms.

LOTS OF VALUE HERE!
3 Rpdroom hdly detached home on lenced 64 x
N2 ot Man floor family oom, firshed base-

famdy room_ all for §$169 900' Plaase call

However, good gardens don't appear
overnight, even low-maintenance gardens
require effective planning and a reasonable
amount of upkeep each year. So, before you
head out to the backyard or rockery, be sure
you take some time to plan out your garden
— whether it’s formal or informal, large or
small

Gather Information

It's a good idea to sit down with some gar-

dening catalogues and books at the begin-
nming of each planting season to see if there
are any new types of flowers, vegetables,
shrubs or trees you'd like to plant this
spring.

When selecting vanieties, take the location
of your garden into consideration and check
light and soil requirements of the flowers or
trees you re interested in planting

If your property is extremely shady, you
probably won't want to choose annuals that
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COUNTRY BEAUTY

Thes baght 3 bedroom back 2 stomy has an exc
meanlwm.
floor-to-celing brick firepldce with heat-a-lator
lan & convenient main floor laundry room
Situated in the country, but close 10 lown
home is inmmed with md oak and hem's lots ¢

AY!
fe-lree home boasi
found n thes area o
. saparale snlrance o
> hreplaces and more
ease call W. J (Jack
D viaw this urwque home
Broker #01

RESIDENCE & WORKSHOP

ONLY $164,900
Thia thee bedroom starier home provides a nic

i and a superd workshop. For lurther det
room, eic.'

CAMPBELLVILLE ESTATE
E:m-mwmzmmuwa oy

places, Nanny's quanerns, pool, lennis court,
Wb & many more amenities 100 numerous 1o
kst Please call Ron Twisa® lor more information

or & parsonal inspecton of #21

Located in central Milton. Ideal for a
professional. 3 floors (each apgrox. 2,500
8q. t.) of commercial space and top floe
has 5 apartments with individual heating
& air conditioning units. For more detail
call W. J. (Jack) McCrudden, Broke et

1) Asking $129,900 and available fc
immediate occupancy this family ho

offers a nice back yard and is situated
close 10 all amenities. Contact W J

(Jack) McCrudden, Broker, tb view #C... | #bout #117.

ELLIOTT CRESCENT
Three bedroom, raised ranch bungalow offers
lﬂurﬁ.r—#lmrg
al rear ol home, paved NNgie QATage
New mol in 1992. Listed al $174,900: Please

CENTURY HOME - OAKVILLE BORDER
Lower Base Line - 12 acre. 5,000 sq it he
with 7 bedrooms, library, family room, o
Aslong $549,000 For your perso
nspecton contact Ron MacNed" about #1086

o view #100

W.J.(Jack)

— —_—
Scs W hia!
$179,900
£ slorey hink with 4 bedrooms silualed on
Roseheath Drve 3 washrooms, finished base
ment. hreplace and more’ All hes avasable for Aprt
I For your exclusve appontment I view plsase

400 CARLISLE ROAD
Special home lor discnminating people This 4
bedroom home has all the leatumes you ve been
looking lor' Unique desgn and sefting. many spe
cal exiras - come have a ook - you'll lall v love

$329 900 Please call Babara Mallaheyu® o

BY THE OAKS
End untt with gamage immaculate condibon
beautifully decorsted Backs onlo park Close
0 schools - proed &l §130 900 Call Babam
Makabeu' 10 veew 922

MOTIVATED VENDORS!
Three bedroom spit level wath hrushed rec om
eala wichen pool m-condbonmg. mosly dec
ofaled plus mome upgrades than can be men
boned here For compilete nio call Joan Taline
Holngs' about 120 Pnced o sell at §183 500

IMMACULATE TOWNHOU
This 3 bedroom home m N move - condition
Close 1o all amenilies il boasls numerous
upgrades ncluding vinyl loonng & decorating
Broadloom ke new & fresh pami throughout
Aslong $134 500, s ona's not 1o be missed’
o wew #11 loday please call Grant Mitched’

L

PICTURE-SQUE
Picture yoursel! wallung among the (rees wWaviIng
o a gentle breqze and meandenng round the
pond waiching the reflechons dance To wew
this J-bedroom home & surrounding property,
please ask lor Stewart Haddon, Associal

COUNTRY
Sobd bk bungalow. 10 menutes rom the 401 ¢
Highway 25 Localed on a 128 x 175 oL, close I
all amenibes of the lown ol Aclton Priced at
$100.900 Call Jorrwe Fretz' b view 905

date. Asking $239.900. Call Linda Ertzly* today

GORGEOUS TWO-STOREY
4 bdm home situaled on five rolling
with & stream & six stall bam with lack room.
Many ncredible leatures are combined 1o
& pearfect home' For complete details & you

exclusive lpgninlm-ﬂl lo view please cal

'reed acre

TIMESHARE IN MARCH

Thornbury Harbour

ABSOLUTELY EXQUISITE
2) Ground floor luxury living. 2 bedroc
condo with Florida room and enclosec
patio lets all the sunshine in' Priced 10
at $139,900. Appleby Line and Pineda
area. Call Jo-Anne V.* 10 view #23.
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DOWN TOWN EXPOSURE
Store (with rented apartment) for you
OWn use or as a good investment. Lislec
al only $29098,000. For more info: and 1
view, please ask for Stewart Haddon
Associale Broker. #14

Cescon® about # 104,
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LES BUNKER®

b .lqll'| -IJE:l..

Club
Collingwood or trade for week in other
area. Call Barbara Mallalieu® today for
details about this neat concept. #18

$4.00/5Q. FT. McGEACHIE DRIVE
Industrial space for lease, building size
16,800 square feet, brick-block construc-
ton, Zoned M1, best use light
For complete details contact Ross

near

* 5 acre picluresque, wooded comer lot,
well on property, quiel area, Vendor moti-
valed. #81.

* 2 acm "L’ shaped lol, fronlage on Kilbride
St.. pond on property, building permit
avadable #108

* Farm Land, 89 acres on 8t Line, centrally
localed - close to Milton, Oakville &
Mississauga Price s fexible _ontact Don
Pelz lor more detads #2%

industrial.
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require a great deal of sun — like
geraniums, marigolds or petunias. Many
types of flowering plants thrive in the shade
— like impatiens and some begonias.

501l requirements should also be taken
into consideration

Rhododendrons and azaleas, for instance,
like acidic soil. If you don’t know your soil -
type, it's a good idea 1o have it,checked out
Yours may be lacking in important
nutnents

Consider Size and Location

If you plan to add some shrubbery and
trées 10 your landscape this year, it's a good
idea 10 consult an expert at your local gar-
dening centre, to see what best suits your
needs

If size is a major concern, you can buy a
number of dwarf varieties which are easy to
maintain and provide a striking backdrop
for your flowers

You may even want to stant a hedge to

frame your front walkway; or provide a

buffer around your propenty

Again, it's important to consider light re-
quirements and rate of growth when choos
ing shrubs and trées. Take care not to plant
large trees to close 1o your house — they
could cause problggns by hampering your
foundation with their root systems or get-
ting caught in your eavestroughs. Growing
trees should be given adequate room to
grow

Family Activities

If you're planning to create brand new
flowerbeds this year, it's also important to
take your family activities into considera-
LHOn.

For example, fragile flowers should not be
placed right next to Fido's dog run or your
children’s outdoor play equipment, because
there's a good chance they'll get rampled

Also consider access and the size and
shape of your garden, along with any un-
usual characteristics that you want to high-
light (like a rockery) or camouflage (like a
neighbour’'s unsightly garage, or a derelict
potting shed)

Keep in mind that there are many relative-
ly easy and effective methods of screening
your view and changing the focal point of
your yard.

For specific tips on how to create a haven
of privacy and peace, consult a landscape or
gardening expert.

Sketches & Colour

If you're artistically inclined — and even
if you're not — you may want to do a few
thumbnail sketches of your plans to see how
they stack up on paper. If you're aiming to
achieve a special effect with colour, it's a
particularly good idea to sit down with
some colouring pencils first to see what the
outcome will be; that way you'll avoid any
unpleasant surprises halfway through the
season.

And, if you're aiming to maintain &olour
from spring right through to autumn, con-
sider planting a number of perennials which
bloom in the fall, like chrysanthemums.

Breaking Ground

Once you've formulated your plan, it's
time to start preparing the\soil for planting.
Walk around your property and check the
condition of your garden flowerbeds.
Damaged pieces will have to be removed,
along with any winter debris.

Turn the soil over so that it's aerated.
Large clumps of earth should be broken up

“and smoothed out. You'll probably also

need to add some soil amendments.

Once your soil is adequately prepared, and
climate conditions are favorable, it’s time to
plant. Don’t forget that ohce your plants
take hold, it's important to keep them up.
Ongoing maintenance is essential.

This article is provided by local Realtors
and the Ontario Real Estate Association
(OREA) for the benefit of consumers in the
real estate market.




