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Public response sought to latest school budget cuts

By ANGELA BLACKBURN
Special to The Champion

The Halton Board of Education is giving the
public two weeks to respond to 10 budget cuts
suggested by trustees Monday before the board
debates and votés on the potential cuts and cur-

rently proposed $291 million 1993 budget.

The budget, presented at Monday's finance
commiitee meeting represents a two per cent in-
crease that will translate into a 4.01 per cent
millrate increase on the tax bill.

It was reached after trustees directed staff to cut
a further $24 million from the previously
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proposed budget.

Those cuts saw another $1.4 million hacked oyt
across the system and assumes a further $1 niil-
lion will be raised if 4,000 board empldyees agree
to voluntarily give up a day’spdy.”

That issue has been g-mattér of hot debate, par-
ticularly wi Ontario Secondary School
TeachersFéderation which was told by its provin-
Glaltbody to oppose the move on the basis that it
equaltes to reopening the collective agreement.

Principals received a voluntary letter Monday
to distribute to staff yesterday and the board ex-
pects responses by Friday. If no one agrees, the
board will be looking at 75 layoffs. Depending on
how much is mised, that number could be
reduced or eliminated.

On Monday however, the board heard from five
Burlington delegations still calling for cuts, some
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Hyde wins

French contest

Jenniter Hyde of Sam Sher-
ratt Public School won the in-
lermediate division of the Hal-
ton French Public Speaking
contest recently and advan-
ces 10 provincial competition.

The Halton French Public
Speaking contest (Concours
dat oratoire) was held
Thursday, Feb. 25 at River
Qaks Public Scheol in Oak-
ville. There were 59 students
from Grades 4 to OAC (Grade
13), representing all areas of
the Halton Peel Board of
Education in this French im-
mersion program.

The winners are invited to
represent: Halton at the
provincial competition spon-
sored by the Ontario Modem
Language Teachers' Associa-
tion and Canadian Parents for
French. The contest will be
neld at the Ontario Institute of
Studies in Education on
Saturday, Apr. 24.

Walt Elliot has made volun-
teering a full-time job devol-
ing about 45 hours each
week 1o good causes. As a
result, he's been nominated
for the Milton Chamber of
Commerce's Citizen of the
Year awand.
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