Could you and vour passengers
survive being stranded in one of those

Emergency Survival Depends on How Vehicle Has Been Prepared
——

SCACTC wWinler storms

tvery year we hear about the plight
Oof motonists caught on the road in
blizzards. The results can be traumatic.
it nont fatal

lhe Federal Emergency Man
agement Agency offers a checkhst
which could help travelers survive such
a sttuation. At the top of the hist 1s the
car iselt. You should keep your car in
top operating condition all vear round
tor satety and fuel economy. Keep your
car runming smoothly with this six-point
checkhist

Vital Checks

|. Battery and electrical system: A
battery that's 100 percent effi
cient at 80 degrees Farenheit will
be only 64 percent efficient at 30
degrees and only 33 percent efficient at
10 degrees :

If your car has been slow to stan,
have the battery and chargihg system
checked. Often you may find the trouble

1S no more senous than a corroded or
loose battery connection

2. Fuel and ignition systems: Hnu-
long has 1t been since you' ve had a
tuneup” When starting a cold engine.
much of the car's available battery
power 1s diverted 1o the stanter, so there
may not be enough voltage hfl‘n the
system 1o hire worn spark plugs

New plugs nearly always are pant of
a tuneup. Penodic tuneups can ferret out
those parts that should be replaced 1o
prevent fatlure 1n cold weather. Hairline
cracks in the distnibutor cap or rotor,_for
example. or faulty winng are notonous
for this. On cars with distnbutor breakes
points and condenser, regular attention
[0 tuneup services 1s especially cnucal

Keep the gas tank as ful) as possible
0 minimize condensation. Freezing of
moisture 1n the fuél system can cut off
fuel flow

J. Cooling system: Be sure that the
system is clean, that you have adequate
antifreeze protection and that all hoses
and belts are in good condition

A. Oil: Clean o1l of the correct
weight, or viscosity, is important to
cold-weather starting. In all but the
most fngid temperatures, 10W-30 or
10W-40 are recommended. In temper-
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atures consistently below () degrees
Fahrenheit, SW-20 may be preferable

S. Tires: Tire tread condition 1
crucial when u"HII‘IL' on e and snow
Also check intlation
decreases oune ["I‘IJIHI 1Or every 10
degree drop on the thermometer. I vou
naven t checked your tires since the
thermometer read in the 60s and 70s
they may be senously undennflated

[ | FC |Ht'--un'

6. Windshield wipers and lights:
Keep plenty of windshield washer/
antifreeze solvent in the reservour
How are your wiper blades? Consider
installing winter blades, which feature
rubber boots 10 prevent ce buildup on
the blades. Be sure all your hghts are
working and occasionally clean off road
dirt and salt

Carry Kit
Lreate a winter survival kit and heep
in the car. This s especially imporntant
f you hive in r are traveling through
the northern chimates The kit should
i lude

I. H-l”l'l"h! lhh'ﬁll.'l' ~..I|"'|1,"~ I Hl.l”
Lets, sheeping bags or something 1o keep
. Matches and candles

4. Two 1} pound colfee cans. one for

YOuU warm

sdmitary  purposes and the other 1o hold
candies which could be bumed tor heat
5. Paper towels, 6. First aid kit with
pocket kmife. 7. Flashlight with extra
battenes. B. Small sack of sand. 9, Tire
chains: 10. Shovel; 11. Food supply
(high calone. nonpenshable food such
as canned nuts, dned fruit, candy, eic )
12. Tools; 1), Windshield scraper.
14, Transistor radio. with extra battery

15. Hand-held citizens band (CB) radio
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