A VETERAN'S VISIT

Slowly he walked up to the front
Someone offered him a chair
Advancing was mn to see
From the Wh?e

When he turned to take his seat
He saw youth as he had before.
But they saw only his beret
And the medals that he wore.

He knew that those who saw him
In his coat of navy blue

Were much to young to realize
The war he had been through

When introduced and called upon
He rose quickly to the floor
' With movements that somehow showed
He'd once volunteered for war.

With shaking hands he held the mike
A hush fell over each head.

The poppy in his left lapel

Glowed a scarlet, crimson red.
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My message to you boys and girls
(In a voice far less than clear)

Is not about great battles fought
But of the poppy that we wear.

Today let us all remember

And have this flower stand

For those who gave all they could
To have peace throughout our land.

S % In closing let me leave you with:
—_— “That wars be fought no more”
With young hands loudly cheenng

He walked proudly out the door.
Nancy Wells

Deer.Lake, NF
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