Champion, Friday, October 30, 1992—6

The CanadE

LI C ANADLAN

The Canedian Champion, published every Wednesday and
Friday &t 191 Main SL E., Milton, OnL, LOT 4N9 (Box 248), ig.one of
The Metroland Printing, Publishing & Distributing Lid. group of sub-
urban companies which includes: Aja/Pickering News Advertiser,
Post, Collingwood Connection, Elobicoke Guardian/Lakeshore Ad-

Box 248, 191 Main SL E.,
Milion L9T 4N9
878-2341
Toronto Line 821-3837
Fax - 878-4943
Classified Advertising: 875-3300

Oliver “ Publisher
Nell Oliver Advertising Director!

General Manager
Jane Muller e Editor
Karen Hulsman Circuldtion Manager
Terl Casas ice Manager
Tim Coles uction Manager

vorisen

Pr

HEANTTHON

V Acton Free Press, Kingston This

Georgetown Independen
Week, Lindsay This Week, Markham Economist & Sun, Mississauga
News, Newmarke! Era, Oalkville Beaver, Orilia Today, Oshawa/Whit-
by This Week, Peterborough This Week, Richmond HilV Thomhilv

Mqhmphdmhwﬂnlﬂ.hhwﬂdl
typographical emor, that portion of the adveriising space occupied by
the erroneous lem, logether with a reasonable allowance for signa-
e, will not be charged for, but the balance of the advertiserment will

be paid lor at he applicable ralke. The publisher reserves the right io |

categorize adverisements or deckne.

Holy cow, Cito’s black!

This was a major revelation the Blue
Jays made it to the World Series Cito was
“discovered” by the US media. How could we
have missed 1t?

| was involved in at least 100 conversations
where Cito’s managenal skills were ques-
tioned. Some people, myself included, were
not always polite in describing his abilities but
not once can | recall anyone mentioning he is
black.

Could it be that we were only looking at the
man? All I know of him is he was a reasonab-
ly successful player who then moved into the
coaching ranks of baseball. He worked hard,
paid his dues and because of his skills was
promoted o lead a major league tcam.

Although he’s in an exciting job, his career
path is no different than many others, regard-
less of skin colour. I'm sure he had his share
of tnals and tnbulations but | don't believe he
got thcpbbncmofmmmtypbplxmnm
legislation.

There are people of every race who do their
jobs quietly and lead by example who seldom
get recognibion.

Why do the loudest and most offensive get
the most press?

Does Cuo’s example epitomize Canada’s
goal of racial equality?

If Dudicy Laws had a real job and treated
the laws of our nation with respect, maybe
even he could lead by example.

When you think of Robbie Alomar, Dave
Winfield and Joe Carter, are you thinking
black? I'm thinking — “great ball player —
what an inspiration ' and “‘hit a home run”’.

Maybe Dudley Laws is being the best he can
be and the fault lics with the recruiters.

LdsputPuGllhckmdwgcofmun
migration department since his policies seem
10 be directed toward the tecam approach
we need in this country. Good examples don't
come cheaply but I'd rather pay for quality
than subsidized housing, welfare frand and
bench sitters who don’t pull their load.

hen

Looking after someone clse’s pes is a big
responsibility. If you're comfortable with
animals, know the animal in question, and un-
derstand completely what you're getting into,
then carry on with the project, by all means. If
you're not, think carcfully before you start.
You may be volunteering for a term in “How
to Produce Maximum Stress in Minimum
Time". |

To simplify things, let’s concentrate on cats
for this column; we’ll do dogs, then maybe
even rodents and birds, ume.

Cats are fairly casy 1o care for in, their own
homes. | personally, would never look afier a
cat that goes outside; not just because | feel
that it’s wrong but I break out in a cold sweat
just thinking about the anxiety I'd have if the
cat were 10 be njured, or to disappear, while in
my care. Gak! Too horrible to contemplate.

The cat 1s an animal who likes everything in
his life 10 be unchanged. “Please feed me at
the same times every day, allow me 1o nap at
my usual umes in my usual places, keep my
liter box immaculate, and play with me when-
ever | feel like playing.” Selfish? Well, I guess
s0, though I know a number of people who
feel life should be that way for them (except
for the litter box part).

If you will be merely going over 10 the house
(as opposed 10 staying in it and eating all the
food), lubmnlmkcmml&ythn

Game’s not black and white

g
Although good examples like Sprague and
Griffin have a roll 1o play.

Nuts — Sprague’s white. But I guess we can
import them 00 if we need them for the fu-
ture.

Is there anything else we'can leam from
bascball? Why haven’t any of the players, be-
come Canadians? We can certainly accept
their love for their native countries but many
Americans have moved to Canada and vice-
versa, afler comparing personal benefits. The
number one negative has been Canada’s high
taxes. Racial equality under the law is fairly
close in both countnies but racial harmony has
generally been better in Canada.

Most Canadians assumed our immigration
recruiters would seek players with similar ex-
pectations and work ethics 10 our own. We
expecied cthnic diversity with cultural and
religiogs harmony.

What we have are cricket players, insisting
we change the baseball rules to suit their game
and the coaches and managers (our govem-
ment) telling us we have 10 make the changes.
It's similar 10 the difficulty hockey is having
in getting accepted in the American market.
The difference is hockey is having (o pay its
own dues in getung acceptance by proving its
value and not by legislating the game into
equality with the rest of the sports.

Why are we having to legislate equality into
the minds of our citizens when we feamed all
the lessons of fair play in our sandboxes as
children?

I"'m going to take my ball and go home.

~with ANNE NORMAN

just one, and to spend an absoltue minimum of
15 minutes per visit.

With only one trip per day, you really should
spend at least half an hour. Just flip on the
iclevision, make yoursell a cup of tea, and
generally make your presence felt while you
talk jo the cat and carry out maintenance
chores.

Where there are two cats, you'll find that
they kegp cach other company, and you won't
feel quite as guilty leaving them as they gaze
after you reproachfully.

One cat is pretty dam lonely, and shame on
you if you don’t at least sit down and read or
waich TV for a while so the cat can curl wp
with you or invile you to play. Why not make
some popcorn and watch a movie? You do
have some responsibility for the poor
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HALLOWEEN POLL
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families. Many people have lost their job$, and
those that have jobs are wondering if they're
nexL. '

Many people cither don’t have the money 10
spend, are trying 0 pay down their debts, or
they want to hold onto any savings in case
things get worse. And yet, here come the kids,
asking for Air Jordan runners, a pretty (expen-
sive) dress, or a new Nintendo game at $70 a
crack.

It can be a stressful time for parents. Kids
look forward to the Christmas season, they ex-
pect presents, and we have always tried
give them what they wanted. Kids will have a
hard time understanding why they should do
without this year, since they got the Nintendo
game last year. You don't want your child 1o
open his present and be disappointed. You
don’t want to feel like you've failed in provid-
ing for your child.

As tough as it is, there is a silver lining.
Children should leam that they can’t have
everything they want. There are limits, there
always have been, and those limits will
change. This is just the first time the children
have bumped into those limits. It is therefore a
umclou:::h.

Wanted: Kitty-sitter with time commitment

creature’s welfare;, you offered w0 babysit,
right? (You may have noticed that the food
part of all this has a real drawing power (0
me.)

When you offer to take someone’s cat into
your own home, there are a few things 1o con-
sider. First, do you have your own cat? If so, a
war of epic proportions is quite likely to take
place before your very eyes. Putting aside, for
a second, the pain and trauma of the com-
batants and the ‘cffect on your own jangled
nerves; think of the unnecessary trip 10 the vet
for first ad.

Dogs and cats arc not natural friends, and
who knows which one will emerge victorious
should you suddenly introduce a new cat into
your household. I admit these are worst case
scenarios but, believe me, I've scen these
things happen. I've also heard “I thought
d:ey'dmwatnmmdgumﬁm"lt
ain’t necessanly so.

Stress 10 the cat, when having 10 come into a
strange environment, may cause shyness, fear,
and/or a change in litter box habits. This is no
picnic, particularly for the weak of stomach.

So, help a friend have a worry-free holiday,
it's good of you 1o look afier such an impor-
tant thing. Just make sure that you're prepared
10 put in some time to keep his or her feline
companion in top mental and physical shape
for the duration,
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The holiday scason is as good a time as any
o teach it. | have talked with many school
children, and it’s incredible how many don’t
think there is any limit on what they can ask
for. They don’t understand the concepts of
money, limits, or work, and the relationship
between them. They just think that things ap-
pear, mom and dad get stuff at the store any
time they need to.

Of.course we don’t want an eight year old to
be worried about money or mortgages, or feel-
ing guilty if he gets a present. But we should
explain why we did get a Nintendo game last
year, and we can’t this year. If we limit our
discussion to the Nintendo game, and not put
the weight of our problems on his back, he can
understand it without giving him our burdens.

We've got 1o jell the truth. If we do, sompe-
« thing very good can come out of it. We've got
to explain that there is only one pot, and if we
spend s0 much money for this, we won’t have
money for something (or someone) else. If we
buy you this, who should do without some-
thing else? Is is fair?

It can help 10 give our kids a pérspecuve.
They need w0 be reminded about what's really
important in life and in friendship — and
fancy runners are pretty far down the list

We need 10 explain that there will always be
people who have more, Indml:rgulmhfeu
not 10 keep up with the Jonés. They should un-
derstand that many children have much less,
and it is time to take stock and list all the good
things they can be thankful for.

Children won't take to all this explanation
the first time around. They ‘re not going 1o say,
“OK, dad, now | understand™; they're sull
going to be unhappy about it. But the explana-
tion will be better accepted if we find a middie
mMAftﬂalecdmtwamwhdswdn
without entirely.

We can give our kids what they want, but in
smaller doses, over longer periods of time.

First, he can give up something else of equal
value — if he wants the fancy shirt, he has o
make do with second-hand pants. We can give
him some money toward the game, and let
him eam the rest over a period of ume. He can
work part-time, even if it's mowing the
neighbour’s lawns, pulling weeds, or deliver-
ing newspapers. If he's 100 young to work,
then he can eam it in other ways, from im-
proving his schoolwork to doing extra chores
around the house for a period of time.
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