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Region seeks bids for compost facility

Private company poised to open composting site near dump

By ROB KELLY
. The Champion

Last week’'s arguments over a
potenual composting system for
Halton Region were rehashed Wed-
nesday, with little apparent progress
on any front.

Halton Region still appears deter-
mined to build its own facility, and a
private firm is still waming they'll
compete with it, if necessary.

Regional chairman Peter Pomeroy
went  head-to-head’ with repre-
scntatuves from Equity Environmen-
lal Services at Wednesday's plan-
ning and public works committee
meeting. Equity has an option on 48
acres of land on First Line, beside
the back entrance 1w Halton's new
250-acre landfill in south Milton.
Equity plans 10 build a composting
centre there. But Halton wants 0
erect one within the regional landfill.

Halton is calling for private sector
bids to outline plans for a $10-20
million composting pl on the
landfill site. Those bids alone are ex-
pected 1o cost each interested firm
about $100,000. Regional council-
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lors have devised a vanety of cost
and revenue shanng proposals that
would, in effect, make Halton and
the chosen firm partners.

But Equity has other plans. The
company wants o operate its own
composung centre and charge Hal-
ton a fee for dumping waste there.
Equity has an option on its 48 acres,
basically across the road from the
landfill, and has already commited
10 buying equipment from a sup-
plier, chief executive officer Larry
Hurley said Wednesday.

While Equity would like o0 be-
come Halton’s compost processor,
the company will go it alone and
compete for waste with Halton if an

arrangement can't be worked out,

Equity officials have repeatedly
stated. And ity has little interest
in joining & bidding war to build on
regional landfill property when its
own project 1S well underway, Mr.
Hurlc has indicated.

Equity lawyer Ron Webb said his
client’s system will be cheaper than
any of the cost-sharing options Hal-
ton 1S considering. “There will be a
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more competitive tipping fee (dis-
posal charge) with this proposal than
with any other on the table.” .

Mr. Pomeroy flatly asked whether
Equity would consider joining the
regional bidding process for putting
a composung centre on Halton's
land. “Yes or no?"”

Mr. Webb didn’'t totally discount
that possibility, but he indicated it
was remote. ‘A decision has not
been made by my client.” However,
Equity has been concentrating on its
own project, he stressed, and “with
or without the Region, this is a good
business investment. My clients are
ready, willing and able (0 proceed
with it.”

Mr. Hurley said as early as last
autumn he understood that Halton
had "no money for new waste ven-
tures and would rely on the private
sector.”” Given that, “we considered
our facility 0 be probably some-
thing that the Region would want,
we felt you would probably get up
on the rooftops and shout.”

Al that ume Halton’s composting
facility was only *“a thought, a
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dream,” Mr. Hurley noted.

“"We're willing to spend our
money,” the Equity CEO added.
“We're going to build a flagship
here. It’s going to be the best facility
in North America, without question.
And it's not going Lo cost you any
more than anybody else’s (system).”

Equity plans on taking its presen-
taton before a subcommittee set up
to deal specifically with the com-
posting issue. The committee is 10
evaluate the bids of various firms in-
terested in Halton’s proposal. Mr.
Pomeroy had some reservations
about that, since it will mean Equity
gets (o try and sell the subcommitiee
on its project while others are still
prepanng bids that may involve
$100,000 worth of research.

Burlington councillor Bob
Brechin, a subcommittee member,
didn’t feel such an appearance
would necessarily put Equity at the
head of the pack. “I'm not married
to anything but gathering more in-
formation at this point.”

Halton Hills councillor Marilyn
Serjeantson said ‘“‘there may be an
opportunity to change” the focus of
Halton’s plans to include considera-
tion of off-site composting, as in the
Equity plan.
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THE MESSIAH

Join the Mikon Choristers as they perform the
glorious Messiah by G.F. Handel, an oratorio
writien for lowr pant chorus. This timeless radi
tion leatures great apirtual contrasts through s
lyrical arias and resounding choruses. This per-
lormance, celsbrating the 250th anniversary of
Handel's writing this magnificent work, will be
accompanied by a full orchestra and louwr Lalent-
od solos s

Sunday, November 29, 1992

700 pm.

Holy Rosary Church

ODECEMBER 13, 1992

FAMILY CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

MARCH 28, 1992

MAY 28, 1992
SPRING CONCERT

4 Concert Subscription Series $30.
($24. Seniors/Students)
For Subscription Series and Tickst Info
Tel: §75-4489
or write: P.O. Box 408
Mihon, Ontario LT 4Y9

The Children's
& Youth
Foundation

of Halton
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ONOCCASIONOFTHE
BURLINGTON VMALL'S

24TH ANNIVERSARY

ALL PROCEEDS TO GO TO
The Children's & Youth Foundation of Halton

SATURDAY, OCT. 17
at 8 p.m.

$10.....

v GIANT AUCTION
v  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

v CASH BAR
v BLACK JACK & WHEELS OF FORTUNE

v HORS D'OEUVRES WILL BE SERVED
v CHIPS CAN BE EXCHANGED FOR CASH

Lickets avanlable at

FHIE BURLINGITONPOST 632-4444
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WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY DRINK

Twenty-five years ago McDonald's Restaurants of Canada Limited npencd its
doors for the first time in Richmond, British Columbia. Today, over 650
McDonald's locations span the nation from Vancouver Island to Newfoundland.
And we couldn't have done it without you!

Please join us on Friday, October 16, Saturday, October 17, and Sunday, October

18, 1992 as we celebrate.
Order any drink and get a McDonald's Hamburger for just 25 cents.

"THANK YOU CANADA!"

LIMIT 2 HAMBURGERS PER DRINK PURCHASE

MILTON
and GEORGETOWN

N THE BURLINGTON MALL
\DMINISTRATTON X INFORMATIONBOOITH




