Helping kids o

If your child’s room resembles a
construction zone, with toys strewn all
over the floor and dirty clothes styffed
under the bed, you're not alone.
Convincing children to clean their
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challenges parents face.
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quate storage. “Few children’s rooms
hnthﬂnuwcluuwdmm
bedrooms,” says Delulio, mether of
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do-it-yourself program “Easy Does It.”
cases, there really is no place

but under the bed.”

storage area,” explains Delulio.

When selecting shelving, look for
attractive, well-crafted she vin' units
that will blend in with the child’s style
in decor, suggests DelJulio. “Products
such as Knape & Vogt's Variations®
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Variations shelving is available at
many leading home centers. For a free
wp;cuf"thu Shelving Ideas.” write
to Bev Delulio, c/o pe & Vogt,
P.O. Box 11759, Chicago, IL 60611.

. B’-JAN ADKINS
“Those who have been diligently
plugging away for years in their home
offices must marvel at how “chic” it
has become to work at home. In this
age of personal computers, laser print-
ers, desktop publishing, modems and
faxes,-technology has made it just as
casy to conduct business around the
world as it is to do around the comer
- and all from your home.

Many homeowners have converted the
extra bedroom, loft or garage into a home
office space. The trend has also given
nse to creative, multi-use rooms such as
media room/office, den/office, exercise
room/office, or guest room/office and has
generated many pew products. Some
new kitchen designs even include a small
personal office area.

The new home office is certainly a
{ar cry from the dining room llzle
workplace of the past. Today, it may
well be used by variobs members of
the family, because it probably houses
the family computer.

However, keeping all of this equip-
ment and organized and
accessible is another story, The surfac-
ing products used in an office area also
should be adaptable to other uses and
casy 1o clean so that you don’t créate

The elements of a sdceessful home
office design incluge ample work sur-
faces, storage for files and supplies,
and protected areas for sensitive office

-

multi-purpose or a small area, normal
office clutter could present a
Built-in laminate cabinetry

ice, particularly if the

space doubles as the family room in
the evening.

Nevamar Diyision of International

Paper, a leading Fmducu of residential
and commercial surfacing materials,
offers an array of decorative laminates
suitable for any office environment.

Gone are the days of the dark
woodgrain laminate desktop and
matching file cabinet, Laminates are
now available in hundreds of colors,
patierns, and finishes. There are pat-
terns that mimic the most exotic nat-
ural stones, marbles and wood-
grains, simple geometric patterns,
weathered metal designs like Verde
Patina, and solid colors 1o comple-
ment any color scheme.

Myriad design options make cus-
tomizing easy. Since most home
offices are designed to the pe
taste and requirements of the individu-
al, laminates are a choice.




