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Enjoying the autumn from your patio

owners with a pleasant gusdoor place
entertain, dine or just relax.

Whether simple or claborate, brick or
concrefe, & patio is an extention of your
living space and can give you endless hours
of qgadoor plcasure during the spring and
summer months.

Traditionally defined as inner, roofless
courtyards, patios were popular places of
retreat and solitude in olden times, often en-
hanced by fountains and attractive flowers.

However, today's patios arc as individual
and unique as the homeowners who plan
them. Round or square, large or small,
patios can be designed as multifunctional
arcas 10 accommodate all family members.
A wide armay of patid paving maserials is
also available 10 suit virtually every home-
owner's laste and

If you're planfing a patio, you're probab-
ly most inclined 10 locate it in your backs
yard. However, some homecowners with
limited space have ingeniously incorporated
their patios o their frontyards, surround-
ing them with attractive privacy fences and
landscaping.

Pauos can also be designed w0 comple-
ment an existing deck. The possibilities are
endless.

Plan Carefully: Before you decide on a
design or paving material for your patio,

make sure you plan your project thoroughly
and ake & good look st yowr needs and

Your choices will also be determined by
what you want 10 use your patio for. if you
pian 10 do a lot of entenaining, you may
wani a more omate, detailed look. If you
plan 10 use your patio as a casual outdoor
iving arca, then you may want a fairly
simple look, with a surface that's slip-resis-

tance and casy 10 keep clean.

Ideally, you should ry 1o choose a patio
material that blends in naturally with your
home. Avoid picking colours or materials
that will clash.

Size: You should also take a realistic look
at the size and shape of your lot. Remember
that a fairly large patio will diminish the
size of your lawn, but a small patio may not
be big enough for entertaining more than
four or five people at a time.

And dom't forget 10 consider the cost of
your project. If you're planning 10 build the
patio yourself, you'll want w0 get a good
idea of all the materials you'll noed.
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