Julian Reed jumps
back into politics

By LISA TALLYN

-year -absence

provincial political

arena, Julian Reed has decided 10
take a stab at federal politics.

The former MPP for Halton-
Burlington (1975-1985) has an-
nounced he will stand
for the Liberal
nomination in Halton-
Peel in the next
federal election,

Mr. Reed is the lone
nommee with the
meeting set for Friday,
Sept. 18 at 7:30 p.m.
at St. George's Church
hall in Georgetown.

Mr. Reed, 56, who
has lived in Norval most of his
life, says he had to do a lot of
thinking before he -decided
_ulnp back into politics. _

“There were a whole number
of things that converged logcllm
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a haif I had been approached by
a number of in the ndmg
askmng if I'd consider running. |
refused 0 even consider it, be-
cause 1 had been there and I
know what the commitment is.’

Mr. Reed-says he changed his
mind afier he met with federal
Liberal Party leader Jéan Chre-
lu:n in Toronto about a year ago.

“We talked for about an hour-

and-a-half. | was quite lmprcswd
and camic away with the impres-
sion that there was nobody any
more committed o Canada than
he was. He has a genuine con-
cem for the future of .the
country.”

A  conversation with  his
longtime friend, MP Jim Peter-

Julian Reed

son from Wiﬂowdalc convinced
him 10 run.

“I asked him what was hap-
pening in Ouawa and he said it
was disiniegrating and (10 get
back into politics) you - really
have 10 be concemed abm the
future of the cmu'y I stood
back in the wings md didn"t
ofier any altemative
in the riding I figured
| would have nothing
10 bitch about.”

Mr. Reed has kept
himself busy since he
retred from provin-
cial politics in 1985,
For about a year-and-
a-half he worked as
an executive assistani
0 Vincent Kerrig®
Minister of Energy and Natural
Resources.

Over the past few years he's
been tkveloping a small hydro
power project near Gooderham,
Ontario on the Irondale Rivef
(Reed Energy Corp.) The power
plant should be producing power

in about a year. He has also been *

attempting to develop a five-acre
parcel of land he owns in Norval
for a subdivision.

Mr. Reed has revived his acting
carcer. He has recently appeared
in Street Legal and is scheduled
0 appear in an upcoming
episode of Scates of Justice.

He plans to put all of that on
hold come election time.

The former MPP isn't centain
yet when an clection will be
called, but he suspects it may be
this fall.

Although he says it is early in
the game 0 be making predic-
tions, he suspects the next elec-
tuon will be a battle between the
Conservatives and the Liberals.

“10 years ago there was

a great band at your reception.
iWi[wu:)rligllt,, there'll be

"
a.great r{-(‘eptmn to your band..
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‘Disillusioned’ PC in race

for Reform Party candidacy

By ROB KELL
Ve Chamier

The race 10 carry the Reform Party

banner in Halton-Peel during the
next federal clection now features
four potential candidates with the
announcement by Milon's Don Pelz
that he is a contender.

A self-proclaimed disillusioned
Progressive Conservative, Mr. Pelz
says he has found a new home in the
Reform Party and been revitalized o
the cxtent he-hopes 10 carry the
ndmg for the upstart movement.

“I was a Conservative all
my life, but I'm toally dis-
enchanted,” said the 60- [ T
year-old former business | ¢
cxeculive. Casting about |*
for an alienative, he }*
gravitated 10 Reform, ji
read the party - policy |
book and took in a speech .
by national lcader Preston §
Manning.

Reform stances mir-
rored his own sentiments,
he led in a ielephone
interview Wednesday. “1 said, this is
exactly the way I feel.”

It marks Mr. Pelz’s first foray into
fcderal politics. He ran unsuccess-
fully for Milton municipal council in
1991, and prior 10 that once con-
iested a seat On Mississauga council,
also unsuccessfully.

Mr. Pelz, who has lived in Milon
for the past 17 years, will compete
aganst at least three other people
for the Reform nomination on Oc-
lober 14. They are Campbell Mc-
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Don Pelz

Leish, Dick hthuﬂ‘ac and
‘ﬁlmthy Sinnott.

Rarely without a strong opinion on

a;wmwpnc Mr. Pelz said Reform

has “‘a 90 per cent chance” of wrest-

mg Halton-Peel away from Progres-

sivec Conservative Garth. Tumer.

“There's no other choice.”
Mr. Tumer “had great potential

"but he blew it,” Mr. Pelz said, char-

acicrizing the incumbent as having

had (0 retreat “with his tail between

Im legs” due 10 party pressure.

“Now he says ‘yes sir, no sir, how

high sir?’ Thcydbcbmcroﬂlnm
another candidate in.”

-An advocate of financial restraint,

- '] Mr. Pelz drew examples

~Jof what he saw as ir-

responsible spending

from his own immediate

| arca, deploring the Town

of Milion's recemt decs”

B | ision o commit $2.6 mil-
lion 10 its leisure centre
addition. “I'm really
brassed off. How the hell *
can they blow another $2
million?"

HE also charged it was “asinine”
for Toronto area MPPs, such as Hal-
ton North’s Noel Dulgnan 0 keep
apartments in the city while living
within cnmmuung distance of
Queen’s Park. “l worked in Barmrie
and (commuting) was never a prob-
lem. That's a cop-out.”

The candidate deplored the current
stalcofmcccmny Mr. Pelz is a
real estaie agent as well as business
consultant. He $aid he has presented

propertics 10. prospective buyers

sion levels and rates at 6.5
per cent. “I ask them, ‘what more
do you want?' They say, ‘a Job,

Havmgmdonechmt fundrais-
ing that involved as many .as ﬁm
phonc calls a day, Mr. Pelz

“there is a feeling out there yod
would not beliewg. It's worse than a -
knorpmplenadm:mng"

While polls indicate Reform is
stalled at less than 15 per cent
popular. support following a pcnod
of rapid growth, Mr. Pelz said he's
muvcrlycmmod,“Sm can
be slanted by the people thnt run
them, they can be manipulated,”
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