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Start cutting

In a recently released report mapping out budget directions
proposed for 1993, Halton regional financial officials say it
will cost taxpayers an addtiional 4.8 per cent to carry on
business as usual next year. If that’s the case, we don't think
Halton need bother cmducung business as usual,

“Regional oOfficials, in a report to be discussed tomorrow
(Thursday) staked out two scenarios for the consideration of
councillors. One involves the aforementioned 4.8 per cent
increase, and at the other end of the spectrum is a paltry 1.5
per cent tax hike, seen as equal to current inflation. Hitting
the 1.5 per cent target would involve cutbacks in regional
spending.

One reason inflation is running at an almost negligible 1.5
per cent is that everyone else is adjusting spending to create
that rate. We believe Halton could do that too.

Regional officials say they are proud of their fiscal respon-
sibility, and in many areas this is probably justifiable, but
paring the increase from 4.8 per cent to 1.5 per cent would
involve trimming roughly $2 million from Halton’s bottom
line, and that is not outside the realm of possibility.

These are extraordinary times in many quarters, calling for
extraordinary measures. Already, regional government has
been shielded to a certain extent from hardship. While vir-
tually all private firms have laid people off, Halton has not
taken that step.

And elected officials on Halton council, with a few
notable exceptions, are still content to spend taxpayers’
funds attending conventiefis:and seminars.

We grart that Halten has pressures that differ from those
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PA GES OF THE PAST

One Year Ago

From the September 4, 1991 issue

of private corporations. Halton bears the costs of the current P

wave of social hardship, through such programs as welfare.
Those costs cannot be controlled by regional gevernment.
The demand for services in there has increased.

But we don’t doubt there is fat in the regional operation.
There is in virtually every firm, private or public. That must
be confronted. If it means layoffs to get to a 1.5 per cent tax
increase, Halton must face that prospect. Elected officials
must face it. Most of them are always trumpeting financial
responsibility,

Programs that genuinely serve Halton’s needy should not
be sacrificed. But everything else m considered, in-
cludmg the sobering prospect of layiffg off govermnment

Alm for respect

There’s a lot more to policing and the law than the shoot
‘em up scenes often portrayed on television and film. The
problem is how to educate the public about what happens in
the real world.
+Halton’s Optimist Club members have planted the seed of
awarcness by sponsoring Canada’s first for Law
Camp, geared to students entering Grade 8. Various police
forces, the coast guard and St. John Ambulance made
presentations during the three-day camp at the Milton Op-
timist Centre.
| 'Ihe?Oymmpmslinedammﬂmmthomluof
these upholders of the law. They’re expected to go back to
their friends and families equipped to dispell some myths
mdpmmpmtfummwﬂ‘bmw
protect us.
'IheOpdmhuhveliveduprmobyinvuth.in
youth to create a more law abiding society.
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20 Years Ago

From the September 6, 1972 issue

O Milton would truly become the “stcam capital of
Ontario”™ with the establishment of Ontario’s first
Agricultural Museum at Kelso. Construction was ©©
begin at the 80-acre site in the fall. The property would
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U Ken Fay of Milton had established himself as an
excdlcnl:ﬂMMl-lchdpdwdfnrmyall
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the lourmnament in a three-way tic and won in a playoff
round.

50 Years Ago

From the September 3, 1942 issue

U The Monster Street Fair to be held on Labour Day

promised 10 be the biggest yet with fun galore for young
mmmmmmw:ﬂwmm
local Red Cross.

O Residents were being reminded that their exhibits

~ for the Milton Fall Fair should be planned by now. They

were also being encouraged 1o make it a point Lo enter
exhibits in as many classes as possible.

QO Miss Shirley Elliot was opening a dancing school
in town. She would be providing private mstruction in
ballet, tap and toe dancing.
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