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Museum hosts
kids fun day

The Halton Region Museum
s inviting kids to join in on fun
and exgitement this summer.

The guseum at Kelso Con-
servati@n Area is hosting the
Kids' mmer Carnival. A
whole Troster of carnival
games, ghows, and activites
are scheduled 1o take place
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.

Admission to the event is
free and mos! activities are
complimentary as well. Also,
no pre-regisiration is required

nghllghtﬁiﬂf the carnival in-
clude pony rides, games of
skill and chance, fortune tell-
ng by the . mysterious
Madame Zelda, the famous
“Man Ealing Chicken” Show,
face painting, - and home-
made ice crearh cranking

The Kids' Summer Carnival
is one of the many free ac-
livities featured as pan of the
Kidsummer '92 calendar of
events

Among the novel and anti-

que cars on display Saturday
at the farmers’ market was a
Messerschmitt — that's right,
the same as the airplane.

See page 5
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Impaired
charge

after 401
accident

A 33-year-0ld Brampton woman
has been charged with impaired
dniving causing bodily harm follow-
ing a single car accident on Highway
401 Tuesday mght.

A 1979 Plymouth Hornzon went |

out of control while travelling
westbound on Hwy, 401 near the
Trafalgar Road exit at 10:15 p.m.

The car swerved into the north
ditch and travelled 55 metres before
stnking a pole, said Milton OPP.

Cst. Vince Anemma and an off -duty
Pecl RepiGnal. Police officer, who
were first 10 armive at the scenc, used a
crowhar 10 pry open the car doors.

The driver was trapped i her seat,
and the sole passenger, a 40-year-
old Caledon East woman, was un-
conscious on the floor of the car,
police sad.

The dpver suffered a fractured
skull and ankle while the passenger
received broken nibs, a fractured
ankle, and multple cuts. Both occu-
pants were taken to Milion District
Hospital.

The Brampton woman also faces
charges of impaired driving and
refysing a breathalyser test, She is
scheduled t0 appear in  Milton
pravincial ceurt October 3.
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Demonstration sport

JM. Denyes summer day camp gets into the spirit of the Olym-
pics with a minl version of thelr own Wednesday morning.

Olympics includes wheelbarrow racing, here with leader Vanessa
Box, who is being pushed across the finish line by Candice

Meloche and David Uhrig.

\Climber’s
condition
serious

By KAREN SMITH
ampion

A rock climber injured when he
fell 50 feet at Rattlesnake Point
Tucsday was listed in senous condi-
tion in hospital yesierday.

Jim Rose, 45, of London, England
fell 1o the bottom of a large cliff at
the conservation arca after he lost
his balance and slipped, Halton
police said.

- The man's two children, who were
watching their parents climb, stood
by he!nlessly as therr father dropped
ln the ground. landing head first.

accident is being blamed on
lack of limbing experience. While
Mr. Rose is a five-year veteran of
the challenging pasume, his wile
was just leaming.

The 12:30 p.m. fall occurred when
Mr. Rose's belay line, which serves
as a life line if a chmber slips,
wasn't handled correctly, saad Hal-
ton Regional Police constable Clive
Hubbard.

When Mr. Rose slipped, police

said his wife, who was holding the
ropc lacked the expenence needed
10 react o the situation.

“It was inexpenence on the part of
the person holding the belay line,”
said constable Hubbard.

Firefighters and ambulance atien-
dants stabilized the injured chimber
and carmed him up a rugged path n

» see CLIMBER on page 14

Camp

Purple plague invading marshes

By KAREN SMITH

A problem weed nicknamed the “purple plague™
is slowly creeping up on Ontanio weglands.

Haltodf isn’t immune to the originally European
plant — purple loosestrife — which experts say 1s
threatening natiye vegetation in shallow-water mar-

Rugged yet aftractive when in bloom, the plant is
growing in abyndance across the region, locally at
Mountsberg Conservation Area.

“It's limited what you can do about it,” said
Brenia Axon, manage? of resource planning for the
Halton Region Conservation A ity. "It can
stand flooding and it can also (O

Whihﬂnplqlt—lw—pﬂmnwm
It can grow in apy-wetarea. “You'll also sec it in a

d,tph.ddedhlshxm
Jpurple plague” has no natural encmics in
‘ A

merica 10 help restrict its growth rate. “One
plml can produce up to 2.7 million sceds each
year,” she said.
The weed has now invaded half the wetlands in

southern Ontano and grows north from Saalt Ste.
Marie to Kirkland Lake. In the United States, the
most recent study estimates that 1,900 square
kilometres of wetland habitat are lost annually to
purple loosestnfe.

The impact of the plant on native vegetation has
been “disastrous,”’ according to a report relcased by
the provincial Ministry of Natural Rggources.

The weed casily out-competes other plant life and
then forms thick woody foots. Unlike many other
invading plants, purple loosestnic regeneraies an-
nually with no apparent loss of vigour.

It has also been known (o reduce mldllfcpwlm
tions because the plant doesn’t provide suitable
food, nesting habitat, or shelter for animals, said Ms
Axon, |

The weed was accidentally introduced into nivers
in northeastern North America in the early 1800s,
likely in the ballast water dumpgd by ocean-going
ships from Europe.

Purple loosestrife was also imported for use by
gardencrs and as & honey plant for beckeepers.

In Canada, the plant caused few problems unpl
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