A deck is a great way. to enjoy the outdoors
Planning it can be more fun than building it

you'd either like 10 highlight or “excellent surface on which to hang attrac- ‘Wwhat you'll require in terms of supplies.
‘camouflage? )
" If you have several beautiful shade trees

Once again, it's the time of year"when
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If you really relish.the great outdoors,
you may plan o build a deck 10 enhance
your outdoor living season right through
10 the fall. Whether simple or elaborate,
decks are popular do-it-yourself projects
that the whole family can take part in
planning.

Nestled in the privacy of your own
hkad.adeckcmpmvuieyoumthn
multi-function play/entertainment/utility
arca or a cosy, secluded retreat.

Before you start putting your ideas
down on paper, think about how you're
going 10 use your deck. How elaborate do
you want it 10 be? Do you want an enter-
tainment area designed for more formal
occasions, or do you want a general,
multi-purpose area? Do you plan 1o incor-
porate a hot tub? Are you building yolls
deck around an existing pool or do you

plan on having one installed at a future
: datc"

Legks can greatly enhance a property
and can actually make room out of space
which was previously unusable — par-
ticularly if your propérty is sftuated on an
incline,

Plan Carefully i

Whatever route you take, make sure
you carefully “define your needs and
budgetgbefore gettigg started. Also take
your overall landscape into account when
planning. Do you want jo enhance a pan-
oramic view? Are .thefe certain things
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in your yard, for instance, you may want
10 build your deck around them, instead of
trying to avoid them altogether by simply
buildipg a smaller deck.

In fact, your deck can pretty well be as
rlcnblcumb\xlgclaﬂmm
decks can be multi-tiered and can extend
around the entire circumference of a home
— depending, of course, on available
space and local building codes.

Decks can also be built on 1op of exist-
ing structures, like a flatroofed garage or

‘an extension. (However, it’s a good idea

to consult a building specialist if you
chogse this option).

If you want 10 create separate areas for
differeny functions, you can build a multi-
level deck, or several, smaller- adjoining
decks, visually separated by autractive
flowers or shrabs. -
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items that will enhance yaiir deck, such as
built-in benches and planters.

s Weathér

o YOu should also take the weather in
your grea into account before proceeding
1Q0 far with your plans. Which way do the
prevailing winds blow? If wind is a poten-
ual problem, you may simply want 1o in-
stall walls around your deck to shelter it.
Yotrmay also want (o install some sort of
roofing\such as lath or plastic, depending
on your preference.

A trellis roof, '(ﬂr example, p'owdcs an

lot $124.900 ea.
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Generally, a deck

tive plants.

When plamning your deck, also take
note of the amount of sunshine it will get.
ih a southem ex-
posure should get a
m,adackbuhmﬂu;xmunnde
of a house would receive more limited
sunlight. :
you've decided .on the type of

you want and the functioniit will
serve, be sure .10 incorporate the ap-
propriate ufety measures int0 your
design. Railings, for instance, are essen-
tial if you have small children.

Be sure 100, 10 check your Igeal building
regulations. Chances are, you'll probably
need a building permit. '

If you plan 10 build the deck yourself,

amount of Romeowners choose 10 'use pressure-

Your budget apd' personal preference
will help you decide which type of wood

you'll dse.
Decks can be stained-or painted. Many

treated wood because it provides better
protection against rot and insect damage.

Some people prefer cedar.
If you plan to install an elaborate deck, o

you may want {0 consult expents to see if -

your plans are feasible. You may aho-

want 10 hire a contractor 10 build it.
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and summer outdoor livigg. -
Q This article is providéd by local
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you should talk to.the experts af yc:nl Auoaaﬁou(OREAJforthchmeﬁtcf
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