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the classics is necessary. | don’t mean classic
rock, whose growth on radio merely proves
that today's younger genecration realize that
music writien as a celebration of youth several
decades ago, still has the power 10 move
young people. No, | mean beautiful music;
Bach, Beethoven, Mozart and that bunch of
happy-go-lucky artists of long ago.

These guys suffered for their art, they were
laughed at, chided and led difficult lives. They
threw up before they went on stage. While a

comfortable living could be had by gaining

tronage, it was tough 10 get at the best of

mes and concert revenues were hard to ac-
cumulate. Recordings and royalitics were non-
exisient

Like popular music, there is good classical
music and there 1s bad classical music. The
difference is, we don't have 10 do the sifting;
ume and changing tastes have already ac
complished it for us.

When you lisien 10 new music, you have 10
listen o a lot before finding anything of last-
ing quality. There are thousands of sclecuons.
People have been listening o the classics for
scveral hundred years during which time the
poorer quality music has been weeied out.

Sull there are several ‘must haves’ for any
collecuon from the vast catalogue of classical
music: Becthoven's Pastoral (Sixth) Sym-
phon‘v the noble Fifth Symphony, Mozart's
Jupiter Symphony, Pachabel’s Canon in D,
Holst’'s The Planets, Vivaldi’'s The Four
Seasons, and Mussorsky's ictures at an Ex-
hibition.

In fact many of these selections are available
very cheaply on CD thanksg, in pant, to the fact
that the composers are dead and no royalues
need be paid.
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You must like a style of music where the
composer is the star. In the years prior 10 the
rock explosion and cven in the early years of
that style, the emphasis was on the performer,

. like the an itself had matenrialized from thin air.

In contemporary music we can thank Bob
Dylan for a return 1o the glorification of the
writer of the music. Prior 10 Dylan there were
scveral notable careers, such as Frank Sinatra
and Elvis Presley, conjured from an ability o
sing, something that peopic can be trained to
do rather competently, rather than an ability 0
create, which is a truer talent.

Rock music has a reputation for loudness.
But all music should be played loudly to allow
the histener 10 fully appreciate it. A joy of
going 10 the symphony is the volume that a
full orchestra can conjure. There is nothing in
contemppsary music like the noisy cacophony
of bells and cannon shots that populate the end
of Tchaikovsky's /812 Qverture.

Perhaps the best thing about the classics is
their universal appeal and recognition. People
the world over are familiar with Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony ‘The Ode to Joy . So much
so, that compact discs were created to hold
enough music for whole of the Ninth 10 be on
one disc.

Perhaps in 200 yecars such things as The
Beatles, Led Zeppelin and Pink Floyd will be
considered classics, classics of the youth cul-
turc of the late 20th century. Then again,
maybe somc of the things we consider throw
away will capture the fancy of gencrations yet
to be born. [ suspect, however, that Beethoven
will sull be popular.

Motae,

Cherish your brothers and sisters

Relationships between siblings are the most
enduning of gll family bonds — they last
longer than relationships between spouses or
between parents and children.

Siblings share a common hentage and
upbringing, an carly sense of family belong-
ing, and (often) a common gene pool. While
thcy may love their parents, as they get older
they should get their emotional support and
soldarity from their siblings, The question is,
will our children remain friends when they be-
come adults?” Will they have a sense of
solidanty and help ecach other?

During the carly years, siblings will be rivals
and fnends. And they will be together a lot.
Conscquently, they are important agents of
sociahizanon. That 1s, they naturally present
situauons 1in which a child must lcam how 0
resolve conflicts, compromisc, share, and at
umes, do without. They learn about helping a
person when he cnics, stapding up for yourself,
compromising. They talk to each other when
they 'rc womed, learmn how (0 solve problems.

Unfortunately, the important and posilive
role of sibling relationships has been burnied
under the focus on sibling rivalry. Yet, sibling
nvalnes tend 0 diminish with age, while the
(potcnual) supportive role of the sibling
relationship increases dramatically.

A pet is only welcome when everyone agrees

“I'd just loye 10 have a pet but my husband
(wife, father, mother, whatever) won't let
Forget, for the moment, that in many cases
“not letuing™ someonc have or do something
1S a total power play. (I don't mean parents
prevenung a small child from owning a pet
that can’t be properly for by a tiny per-
son). This is such a icated issue, with so
mmyfacmmmﬂm and cvery case being
different, it's best just 1o leave it 10 the
psychologists.

Onclhingi:cmnin.hpagnmpnmlm
where every family member welcomes its ar-
rival stands an infinitely better chance of
living a long happy life than does its poor, un-
wanied counterpart.

Some of the rationalizations commonly used
may sound f{amitiar. “I'll do all the work, you
won't even know it's there.” Oh, sure. Even if
it were possible 10 be home all the time, 10 do
all the maintenance, an cxtra body around the
housce is still an extra body. If the pet in ques-
tion is a dog or a cat, there will be a noise fac-
tor, a clean-up factor, and a plain old taking-
up-space-and-moving-around factor. Some ro-
dents, (hamsters, gerbils) are nocturnal, and

* rattle around in their cages at night Birds

sing, whistle or screech, and scaticr seeds and
feathers around with reckless abandon. No
way is a person who is totally opposed 10 the
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idca of the pet going 10 be unaware of its
m.mn.w, |

“Just give him a chance. You'll love him
whcnyou o know him. Pleececase!”
Wheedling gging arc sometimes very
effective over the short term. A little guilt may
nag at a coascience; there may be a brnef
prickie that “Hey, I'm not so bad, sure, go
ahcad.” However, any pet obtained under
duress may end up boing returmed (with the
would-be owner in tcalrs), taken 10 the nearest
Humane Society, or worst of all, dumped.
There has 10 be complese agreement, and un-

ing of the situation, long before a pet
of any kind is brought into the home.

“Oh, look at those poor little things! Let's
take onc home.”” Oh, dear. Not only is it one
of the worst ways 10 obtain any sort of pet,
you'll stll face the problem of ground rules
once you get home. THS scenario multiplies

your problems many times. Bad idea.

’

“A pet won't interfere with our daily lives.”
Wrong again. It would be foolish indeed 10 as-
sume that there i1s no extra planning required
when figuning out holidays, weckends away,
or even latc nights, and a pet’s welfare is to be
considered. Don’t even think about welling a
whopper like this 10 someone who docsn't
want a pet in the first place.

“It’11 be good company for (fill in the blank
with the name of whatcver other pet already
lives 2 your house).’” Not only does this auto-

ically ensure that the large foot will come
crashing down, it assumes that Binky or Coco
or whatever wants company. Two things 0
think about.

“If you let me have this pet, I'll be your
slave, your best friend, and your favourite car-
washer for the rest of my natural life.” As
surcly as you will come 0 regret this rash
promise as you lick the bumper of the Chevy
clean onc more time, you may come (o resent
the small creature upon whose tiny shoulders
you've heaped all this responsibility. He never
asked you to sacrifice for him.

As | mentioned, | have trouble with this con-
cept of “letting™ someonc have a pet, as far as
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Sibling relationships become more impor-
(ant (o you as you get older, for a vanety of
rcasons. Your parents will age and pass away,
sO an important source of emotional support
will disappear; most of us turn (o our brothers
and sisters. We will all undergo life-stresses —
a divorce, losing a job, financial losscs, learmn-
ing that your child has a disorder or your
spouse is in a car accident, a trial of some kind
— and we wm 1o our siblings for support.

Will our children be there for each other?
That will depend on a lot of things.

First, of course, is what we teach them as
children. If we wreat them fairly, praise them
for shanng and helping each other, help them
o resolve conflicts by negouation and com-
promise, they are more apt to be foends.

If, on the other hand, we leave them 10 *'set-
te it themsclves™, if we don’t notice it when
they share, if we treat them as a unit instead of
individually, then we will be fostering com-
peutiveness rather than fnendship.

The fact is, the closeness of siblings in adul-
thood is most often related to how close they
are aschildren.

#X recent study in the Canadian Journal of
Sociology, by Professor Ingrid Connidis at the
University of Western Ontano, reveals some
pracucal.consideraions that are important in
later life. For example, the farther apant they
live (eg. more than a day’s drive), the less con-
tact they have and the less satisfied they are
with the relationship.

Interestingly, women, divorced, single and
childless people iend 1o maintain the most ac-
tive tics with their. siblings. There are many
possible explanations — for example, siblings
who were never mamied, or are childiess, may
tend 10 feel deprived of kinship, or perhaps
they are simply more available because they

‘don’t have children.

Bmhfaummprinﬂytdnedwthe
amount of contact, and Mldmthccm-
fused with the quality of the relauonship.
There can be a strength and a solidanty (0 that
tdlmdeimlmhmy

m(ﬂ' build) that solidanty, we
should” them regularly, even if infre-
quently, so that they won’t be strangers
you (or they) need a friend.

If some fences nced mending, mend




