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Sure-cure triple ‘e’ theory

| have the solution to the consitutional crisis
over senate reform. 1've also just lost half my
readership.

COME BACK, Come back, Don’t tum the
page. IU'll get better, | prom &,

Now fold the page back . . . thanks.

My idea? Get nd of it NO, NO, NOT THE
PAPER! . . . the senatc. Whew, | thought | lost
you thal ume.

It is possible 10 abolish the senate and con-
form w the demand of some provinces for a
Triple E scnate; elected, effective and equal.
First, we will have clecied not 0 have a
scnate.. Second, what could be a more effec-
tive political body than one that doesn’t exist
and thercfore vests its power in another al-
ready elected body, the House of Commons.
Thirdly, i would be equally non-existent for
every ézl!nn

Unfortunately, true political reform in this
country, 1S not going 10 happen unless the
reform is complete. No matier what recipe we
decide upon for a senate, we 're sull cooking in
the same pot. For effective reform we have 10
use anolfier pot.

If Quebec is going 10 insist on special
powers, based on its regional and cultural ap-
proach 10 govemgqent, then spégial powers
must be granted 10 every region. Provinces
cannot claim the same homogencity that
regions sport. For effective governemnt,
provinces would disappear and perhaps five
Canadian regions would take their place.

Our confederation Wwill have a further

ened central government whose reduced
wers would need 1o be spelt out. Defence,
international trade, trkatics and the like would
be handled on a federal bgsis, because they af-
fect the whole country. All domestic concems
would be handled at the regional (provincial)
level. Canada would function as an umbrella
for a number of virtually independent nations.

Perhaps five independent- political entities
would emerge under the Canadian maple leaf
The Territories would sull be federally ad-
ministrated, and representation from each of
the five regions would form the federated
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government.

The other parts of Canada would take on a
more regional feel. That would be nice. The
Maritimes would band together (o solve their
common problems; such as a complete lack of
economic viability. Quebec would remamn a
Beachhead of zenophobic French in a sea of

Ontario would muddie along for a few years
trying 10 please everybody and succeeding in
pleasing nobody until it threw off the yoke of
socialism, when, determined 1o please nobody,
Ontario would plcase everybody. Socialism
would likely land in the Maritlimes, where
despite denials, it is institutional.

The Prairies would band together and be-
come rich off wind and oil power, food and a
lack of anyone wanting to live there. British
Columbia would remam just slightly, plcas-
ingly, off-kilter.

The upshot? There would be a lot less wasic,
duplication and taxation duc 0 a less con-
voluted government. Two levels of municipal
government could be reformed along this prin-
ciple. Government would be brought down 0
size and its cffectivencss increased.

Of course, given ume we might grow so far
apan that our Canadianness would be hard to
define. But hey, it can’t get any worse than il
is now, right? This isn’t Yugoslavia.

Though possible and cqually wviable m
theory, the opposiic approach, onc of strong
federalism, is left out of the realm of con-
sideration becausc of Quebec’s insisience on
insulating itsclf from the rest of us. Pity.

Friendships become much more intimate
and important when children hit 10-12 years
of age, and with this intimacy comes all kinds
of new upsets.

The changes can be very dramatic (and con-
fusing) to a parent. The child secems so in-
secure all of a sudden, and her self-esteem so

fragile. She's so dependent on what her peers |

think of her. The emotional ups and downs
drive you crazy, as she becomes al times
fickle, cnucal, unreasonable, judgemental, im-
patient (L0 name but a few).

Why? Kids at this age crave the atiention,
affection and acceptance of their peers, and
they want o reaflirm those fricndships every
day.

Feelings of jealousy, sadness and insecunty
come and go on a daily basis, depending on an
off-the-cuff comment here or not getting the
expected phone call there. These feelings can
be very intense, the children fragile, as they
live and die on a daily basis because of what
their fnends say or think, or what your child
thinks they think.

Some children will even try (o exclude other
Children in order 0 protect their own ex-
clusive relauonships. They may put other
children down, talk about them behind therr
back, or make fun of them in front of their
{riends.

If Maureen'’s good fnend, Joan is starting 10

There was no hanky panky in catnapping

It was a case of mistaken wdentity. | swear |
didn’t mean 10 kidnap him.

Here 1s how the story unfolded. Let me

begin by saying that our family is getting a
bad track record for misplacing cats. First P.C.

ON THE
HOMEFRONT

0o Wentify him. | remembered " that our
younger son's piano teacher lived just around
the comer. | knocked on her door and ex-
plained my dilemma. | used her phone 0 call
my mother.

The cat and | waited in the dniveway for my
mother’s armival. Until then, he had displayed
extreme patience with me but he staned
squirming. | lowered him to the ground, still
keeping a grip on him.

My mother was as uncertain as | was, so she
drove him back 10 our house 0 see if he
recognized his surroundings. | followed on my
bike. When | opened the door, the cat ran ©
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see Sally a lot, Maureen might tell Joan bad
things about Sally. Kids often try to build
themselves up in the eyes of others by putung
other children down.

It's also an age when they start 10 notice dif-
ferences, and almost any differences can be
used as a “put-down’”’, 10 make fun of another
child. If a child is very smart, he becomes a
“nerd”; if a child 1s black, shorn, uncoor-
dinated, has curly hair or big cars, children
may use it 10 make fun of (exclude) that chuld.

There is a temptation for children at this age
10 act in ways that make them more accept-
able. A smart child may act “dumb” in order
to fit in better, going so far as w0 skip
homework or do poorly on tests at school. If a
child doesn’t find 2 way 0 “fit in"’, she may
get depressed or anxious, refuse 10 go W
school, avoid her peers altogether.

Children are judgemental and cniucal for
other reasons w0o. They may have unrealistic
expectations of a friend. If a fnend doesn’t sit
next o you, pick you first for dodgeball, or f
she goes 10 a party and doesn’t call five
minutes aferward 10 iell everything that was
said, then a child may question the friendship.

Sometimes, the problem is really in the
child's perception. They're so insecure that
they think the worst, even when it's not true.
They may think they're ugly, dumb, that
people are saying bad things behind their
back.

ls important for parents 10 talk o thewr
children about these things, openly and
honestly. Children need to feel proud of them-
sclves. They need 10 know that being smart,
black, short or bad at soccer is not a hmitng
condition in life. They need to know what's
really important in friendship and life, what
makes a person “good”’. :

They need to be pumped up, so they feel
more secure, confident, with a strong sense of
family to fall back on. And you'll have 1o talk
10 them regularly, because it will come up
again . . . and again. At first the effects of a
pep talk may only last a moment — until the
next school day — but those moments do add
up. y
Explaining t0 your child isn’t enough, how-

" ever. He or she can't starid alone forever and

be happy. Children nced 10 have a friend.
Parents have a crucial role 10 play here, as
we'll see next week.




