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QueStionable start

It’s nice:to hear that the Halton Regional Police Service
senior pe ak accused of wrongdoing with regards to a
1983 alleged cover-up have been cleared of any criminal
charges.

It rerhains disturbing, however, to contemplate the ac-
tions of Halton Hills regional councillor Pam Johnston
throughout this episode,-the bulk of which now appears to
be over. |

It was Ms Johnston who dropped the anonymous letter
containing the allegations on the desk of regional council-
lors a few minutes before the June 3 council meeting.

It was Ms Johnston who basically called Halton police
Chief James Harding a dinosaur a few weeks before that —
saying she didn’t think he was “the night person to lead us
into a non-violent society.”’ ¢ -

It was Ms Johnston who then steadfastly refused to back
up most of her incendiary remarks, hiding behind “no
comment’’ replies while she termed other people threaten-

*“=wing, hostile, or aggressive if they pressed her to be account-

able. .

At one point columnist Rob Kelly praised Ms Johnston in
this newspaper for ‘standing up to Chief Harding when
Chief Harding was wrong. That was in the first clash be-
tween the duo, in which Ms Johnston rightfully protested
Chief. Harding's high-handed and confrontatienal attitidue
with regional council.

But it should also be remembered that we took the Halton
Hills councillor to task soon after, when she suggested
Chief Harding was unsuitable for his job. We saw that
criticism as unwarranted. 4

We also seriously question the judgement, at least, of a
second-term regional councillor who drops a letter full of
devastating allegations on the desks of regional councillors
minutes before a formal meeting, with no introduction, no
recommended course @f action, no back-up.matenal —
nothing. And to top it all off, Ms Johnston quit that meeting
before the matter was even discussed, saying she didn't ex-
pect it to be aired publicly. |

Just what did she expect? |

In our most recent interviews with the councillor her
most common reply to queries was “no comment.”” She
even backpedalled on her confrontations with and charac-
terizations of Chief Harding, saying, “I’ve got nothing
against Harding. I don’t even know the man.™

But a few weeks ago she knew him well enough to say
he was ngt on the same page as more progressive police
thinkers. |

Ms Johnston's behaviour hds featured an odd mix of eut-
spoken public comments followed by rabbit-like timidity
when pressed for substantive details.

We are aware of many shortcomings in the various in-
dividuals who have been central figures in this controversy.

The press has been aggressive, as usual, pertiaps t0 o fault B

in some instances. Some police officers have been overly
defensive and emotional. Politicians, have largely shown
" restraint — too much nt when it comes to
criticizing their colleagues Ms Johnston.

But to some extent or another all these parties have
staked out public positions on the matter, have offered
some measure of accountability. Ms Johnston has been
conspicuous in her efforts to avoid a similar personal reck-
oning.
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One Yeaf Ago

From the July 10, 1991 issue

and a celebrity barbecue. Laura and John Hughes, the
owners of the farm, were delighted with the tumoul

QO Councillors on Halton Region's health and social
services committee had a first chance 10 see skeiches of
the future new and improved Halton Centennial Manor.
The long-awaited redevelopment of the senior citizens
home was scheduled 10 begin in August. The intent of
the reconstruction was 10 move away from the boxy,
block-like setting 10 what what was soen &8 a warmer,
more intimate environment. Upon completion in three
mzmwmmmummgmm.
while it was presently home 1o about 350 senior
citizens.

» (J Milton was chosen as the sole trial site in North

America for the most modern portable phones in North
America. Beginning in August BCE Mobile Com-
munications, a subsidiary of Bell Canada, planned 10
scatier about SO0 phones throughout the Milion arca
with' people such as doctors, dentists, salespeople and
busy homemakers. The phones were as small as a wallet
and could be camied around easily in a coat pocket or
purse. Milton was chosen as the trial arca because it had
the right profile of potential users and its urban core'was
in a compact arca bounded by Stceles Avenue and
Bronte, Thompson and Desry roads.

20 Years Ago

From the July 12, 1972 issue

keep the market operating every Saturday moming until
Thanksgiving ‘weckend. “Mayor of the market™,
Andrew Frank said that the Chamber had received noth-
ing but favorable comments about the market. The
Chamber wouldn't be making any money on the project
as rental fees would be spent on advertising the market.
O Local residents were treated 0 an unusual
phenomenon when they witnessed a major eclipse of
the sun, which takes paice onl, when the moon, sun and
carth are in line. The eclipse was clearly visible from
Milton. It was the last expected until 1979. Afier that it
would be the 21st century before another would be
visible in Canada.

50 Years Ago

From the July 9, 1942 issue.

O The Princess theatre had an added attracuon on
Saturday night as Miss Shirley Elliot entertained with
ing. It was y enjoyed by the large
ap g Y s
O Speed laws were being broken in Burlington agan
after a lull of two weeks or more. Chief Lee of Bur-
lington declared that from a standpoint of patriotism,
motorists should obey the 40-mile-an-hour regulation.
“Too many motorists are breaking the speed laws on
both highways and town streets,” he said.JHe wamed
that offenders would be hauled 10 court.
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