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Lovely, tasteful appointments; room
outdoor equipment, it's a garage and I've
it ga garage sale. Problem is, when I off
10 buy it, they said it was already sold.

The garage sale is not for the uninitiated. It's
the only place you still pay 10 cents for some-
thing, avoid the myriad of taxes, and mere
minutes later, feel ripped off. It's only when
you arrive at ‘home with a full-size black light
poster of Elvis, and realize it's 100 big for the
bathroom wall, that the hole in your pocket
becomes evident.

People spend ycars 10 achicve a highly
refined taste in merchandize, then they lay out
all their mistakes on ‘the lawn, and try 10 sell
them to you in full view of the world. Frilly,
purple lampshades; paintings of subtly
tioned naked women in a Spanish motif; pili
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When a garage sale is announced people ac-
tually come early to try and get the good buys:
like there are any. State thit your sale begins

at 8 a.m. on Saturday and people phone Friday
afiernoon saying that they want to come very

much but . . . they have 10 have the cat fixed, '

s0 they'll stop by in an hour. “Okay?”
The next moming, afier you've already sold
the pre-Roman marble statueties that crazy

Uncle Harold, the globetrotting archeologist,
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It’s not all f}B;h\ the garage
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The trend now is 1o have neighbourhood
garage sales, with whole streets and blocks in-
volved. Not only are more potential buyers al-
tracied 0 the mall-like atmosphere you create
but the whole street is inconvienced at the
same time. Parking is horrendous and packs of
crazed people casc your street, glancing - in
open windows, guessing your income and so-
cial backround based on the quality of your
junk. Lovely.

For the student, garage sales are heaven sent.
They offer the perfect place w0 purchase
lamps, chesterfields, and tables that are al-
ready damaged enough 10 not warrant moving
more than once, -

The proper puppy-dog expression and
various homeowners, not well- acquainted
with the thrust and parry of retail ales, will
quickly glance around for their better half,
belore telling you to take it for free. Of course,
until you get it in place and attempt 10 use it,
you think you got the better deal. A tour de
force of caveat emptor! (Two, two, two
foreign lingos in one expression.)

When it comes down 10 it, | believe that it's

. the well-appoinied sales arca that generates

have. I'm talking about your pet's anxiety.
We'll look at dogs first, and deal with cats
next time.

It may seem that your dog hangs around,
living the good life, eating, drinking (with ac-
companying bodily function), and just gener-
ally enjoys himself. You're right, up 10 a point.

Much of a wild dog's life is spent repose.

Ahe most sales. If your garage retail space is

poorly planned, if oil stains the cement floor
and various unrecognizable auto parts abound,
then your garage is patently unsuitable for the
neighbourhooed sale.

If, on the other hand, you're the type 10 put
curtains in your garage windows, then you
should think seriously of going into the garage
retail business. You could sell a lot of garages.

When a man suffers a heart attack or cancer,
or any other brush with mortality, it will have
a dramatic and profound effect both on him
and his spouse.

The relationship often changes. For some, it
brings them closer together, while for other it
tears them apart.

Researchers Veronica Fiske of the Univer- |

sity of Michigan and Howard Liddle of
Temple University have been studying how
iliness influences couples.

One interesting finding is that openly dis-
cussing the disease is not always best, despite
popular wisdom 10 the contrary.

For example, it was thought that a group
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0 be important is not how much you share,
but how much your desire 10 share is similar.
The more couples share the same desire 10 talk
— whether it be 1o talk a lot about it, or not at
all — the better they will cope with it and
One study described a couple who didn't
care 10 talk about the 55 year old husband's
lung cancer.- The wifé didn't want 10 talk about
it “because we communicate without
talkking™. The husband said that “you don't sit
down and spend your evening talking about a
discase ... we don’t avoid it, we just don't do

. iL." Both spouses were of course sad about the

10 the dog (different after-school activities
delaying the kids, or someone changing jobs
0 that Ralphie's routine is tumed upside-
down), he's going (o call out for help.
Humans bite their nails, become short-
tlempered or experience appetite changes when
they're anxious. Your dog may rip up the gar-
bage, destroy a possession belonging to his
{avourile person, or (most and
totally gross) “forget™ his house-training.
When these things occur, take a moment 1o
collect yourself and remember — this is very
important — remember not 1o fly off the hand-
le and blame the dog. If you caich him in the
very act of committing a crime, you can, of
course, reprimand him but most of these inci-

discase, but they were not clinically depressed
Or anxious.

On the other hand, couples with very dif-
ferent styles of communication are at much
greater rigk for having comflict, distress and
unmet . It's not the lack of communica-
tion that divides them. It's the different desires
or needs for communication.

The husband of a 63-year-old lung cancer
patient said he “doesn’t deal well with illness.
It's good that she's calm, because 1 couldn't
deal with it any other way. | don't want 10 talk
about it at all.”

The wife, however, felt “angry because he
blocks it out . . , this is lung cancer we're talk-
ing about, not tonsils”. In this couple, the hus-
band was okay because he never talked about
it, but she had very low morale, felt lonely and
isolated.

The couples who don't adjust well are usual-
ly couples who had some previous problems
in the relationship. Couples who were unhap-
py with each other afier the disease were ofien
unhappy with their marriage before the dis-
casc struck. Happy couples, however, almost
invariably said that the discase brought them
closer ogether.




