" Town hlres tax hounds —-—’

Milton will hire freelance proper-

ty tax hlpecm 10 make sure the
is getting its fair share

of funds from various businesses

mdlntlownm in the community.

- Monday night at general commit-
mcouncinmw the move,
which will cost the town approxi-
mately $20,000, but hopefully net it
much more in taxation revenue that
is flllngllwu;h the cracks.

, The town's consultant, David

Powell, used to work the other side
of the fence. Hcmtuymmlh
imperial Oil, devoted to cumng the
mt petroleum company s taxes to
a minimum.

During that time, **1 watched the
tax base bamg eroded in many mu-
mcnpnl:uel Mr. Powell said.

"Every major corporldon in
Canada has tax agents.” On the oth-
er hand, ""there does not appear 1o
be anybody there” 10 fight for the
municipal share of the tax pie, ex-
cept area provincial assessors, he
noted, and they are “'very short

Lut fall Milion cmmuoned
Mr. Powell’s company, Municipal
Tax Equity Consultants Inc., to ex-
amine the various properties in the

don’t pay property taxes, but they
do pay annual grants to municipal
governments instead.

The grants are supposed (o be in-
dexed to current property taxes, but
oftcnchmgulothcpmpuwhm:
taken place whfich mean more taxes
are owed than the grants represent.

'For example, if a government agen-

Cy owns a vacant lot and starts rent-
ing it out 10 a farmer for cultivation,
more money.is due the municipal
government in taxes. But such
changes often go unreported.

In Caledon, an area Mr. Powell
freely admitted was unusual in its
high rate of uncollected taxes, he
managed to recoup $3 million for
the municipality.

Last year, examining only Milton

MIDAS LIFETIME
GAS CHARGED
SUPERCHARGED

propertics owned by other govern
ment agencies, Mr. Powoll fond
what he considers 10 be $132,000 in
lax revenue. Once education and
Halton regional taxes are deducied,
Milton will still wind up with
$30,000 annually for a $10,000
finder’s fee 10 Mr. Powell, provided
all the new assessments hold up un-
der any appeals by the Imdomm
Mr. Powell said Monday night
that more submmnl sums$ are usu-

dustrial sector and in business taxes
than by re-assessing other govern-
ment agencies.

He couldn’t name a sum he
hopes 1o recover, but said **it will
cermnly be worthwhile taking a
look at."" He plans on conducting
his study in September.

Since Halton Region and both
the public and separate boards of
education will benefit from any new
fax revenue Mr. Powell finds, coun-
cillors voted 1o ask all three agen-
cies 1o help fund the $20,000 study.
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Seecialists in Roofing Systems!
DON'T WAIT UNTIL YOU HAVE HIDDEN INTERIOR WATER DAMAGE!!!
| * Asphalt
X Cedar Shakes :
* Complete Metal Work
Pioneer Also Installs:

Re-Roofing
Re-Covers

Alumlnum Siding

* Soffits
* Fascia-

PAYMENT PLANS
AVAILABLE

Roof Sheeting

* Doors

.

* Windows
* Seamless Eavestrough

FULL GUARANTEE

LABOUR & MATERIALS
'Professional Workmanship You Can Count On
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corwmresuze SPOSODE
selected varieties
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