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Chief ‘tot'ally rejects’
Impropriety

hint ofypolice

Halton Regional Police Chief

the allegations of police Impropriety
contained in an anonymous . letter
circulated to regional councillors
last week.

involving a Halioh officer in. the
carly 1980s, and records relat-

ing to the prelimi investigation

disappeared. :

lawyers regarding the text

Anonymous letters are ‘“‘usually
put in the garbage can where they
belong™ but “we’ve got 10 respond
o this,” Chief Harding said. £

The letter, signed “a caring and
loyal cop”, was distributed 1o Hal-
ton regional councillors last Wed-
nesday (June 3) by Halion Hills
councillor Pam Johnston. Copies
turned up at police headquarters and
in the media the next day, although
Ms Johnstoa said she never intended
for the information to be made
public. .

* from ANONYMOUS on page 1 |
However, it would appear 'many
more copies were circulating. “]
don’t think the’ letter is really a
secrel,” a police source, requesting

anonymity, said On the force, it

seems “every Tom, Eﬁ‘k and Harry

“It's unfortunate® sifh a matter
was made public,” MrsOliver said.
The letter is “unsigned, there is
nothing to back it up.”

Ms Johns$ton has been highly criti-
cal of Halton Regional Police Chiet
James Harding since late April.
accused him of bullying tactics in
his negotiations over police funding
with area- poligicians, and later said
he should resign. ’

Ms Johnston was particularly dis-
pleased with the chief over what she
saw as his inability 1o deal with
violence against women. Police
media relations officer Carey Smith
issued an angry rebuttal at the time,
denying thal was the case and citing
numecrous force initiatives 10 curb
the Crime,

Ms Johnsion has confirmed that
she passed out copies of the letter to
regional councillors but said she

never intended for them 10 become ™

public.

The letler apparently was in the
hands ofjyarious police officers by
Thursday, according 10 a police

" " Tuesday thief Harding

Chief Harding and Ms Johaston

have begn at odds publicly twice .

prior 10 the letter incident in the
recent past. _

In late April she accused him of
being pushy in his dealings with
politicians and in
her war of words
should resign because he wasn't
handling some matters; such as wife
assault, well. The police
angnily rebutted those
time *
he has

“She circulated
councillors, he noted.

Police cover-up alleged 1

source, and chief Harding decided o0
phone  Waterloo - regional police
chief Harold Basse 10 sét up an inde-
pendent inquiry into the allegations.
But the police- services board later
countcrmanded that, the source said,

itially there was consideration” of
asking Waterloo 10 deal with the
matier, but the idea is on hold.

John der Lelie, chief

resolved.” ‘

Although chief Basse and chief
Harding arc acquainted, it'would be
“ludicrous” 0 suggest Waterloo
force members would conduct any-
thing but an impartial investigation,
inspector Van der Lélie said.

Inspector Van der Letie called the
alicgations “an irresponsible piece
of writing.” He. said there are
Rumerous channels o air such com-
plainis, and “all this frustration that
apparently appears in this letter.”

Whilcilisavbhlbnofpolicc
rules for officers 10 make such
public statements, “that’s not ncarly
as important as having these allega-
tions investigated,” inspector Van
der Lelie said.
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', * five yegss from now, in 1997, ”
In" January, the CSA" launched ag

views and intensive psychological
8bdr modical testing at the National
Defi ical Centre in Ottawa
the four were selected.
Currently stationed in Maryland
with he ULS. Naval Air Test Center,
the husband, and father of three
children camed his Masters of Avia-
tion Systcms from the University of
Tennessce in May this year.
A graduate of the United States
Pilot School, he also holds
& bachelor of mechanical engineer-
ing from the Royal Military College.
Captain Hadficld is the author of *
sumecrous publications and the
- recipient of various aviation awards.
Most , B¢ was honoured as
the U.S. Navy Pilot of the Year.
His interests include volleyball, rac-
quetball, water skiing, and scuba
diving. .
Captaigp Hadfield grew up in Mil-
_ton and was a student of Pércy W.
Merry School. He attended high
school in Oakvifle, but transferred 10
Milion District High School for
Grade I3, '
His parents, Eleanor and Roger
Hadficld are still residents of Mil-
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I'ele-towel phone blitz is back

The blitz is back tonight and Milton residents can expect a telephone call
(rom volunteers aticgpting 10 raise money for the new leisure centre,
The of a ohe-night phone blitz last month has
night on the phone lines for volunteers. i
purchasc a towel package which incl ' jon,
' * The involvement permits Canada
receipt. 10 obtain a three-per cem share in
the towels and vouchers 10 those who buy  station cquipment for conducting

during the blitz. The last blitz effort'sold 275 of the towel packages. scientific experiments and rescarch.
. iy

govemment 18 commitied 10 invest-
ing $1.2 billion in the Space Station
Freedom. The country will supply




