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- Stoppmg air leaks should notaffect mdoor air quality

Uncontrolled air leakage in a home can much may result in poor indoor air quality.  _be a real concefn.” Andmnfiuen,dlmwmllydmhpmlﬂhinm
account for up 10 40 per cent of the heating mmmmmmmmmmmmﬂmumm
bill, and may eventually result in sgructural ydrp, says, “Unless you' available. E ﬁmmnmndowuﬂdoa;mdak
damage 10 the housc. But some home- the home professionally air sealed, I “Many quality builders arg now inistalling sealing job.” "
mmvmythusnlngmehmnem likely you will ever seal it tight heal recovery ventilation units. in new  In older homes, there are many other arcas
| Inmu, she says. “The units pfovide a con- of air leakage. “If you were 10 femove the:
- s source of fresh air, exhaust the stale baseboards on a north or northilest outside
gy A Ridi ocag - :::mm i L s S
39 Mais Ailt | _ 1.2005 BL on » ly at the strong
189 Main Street, Miton REAL ESTATE LTD 878-209 i and bathrbom exhaust fims general  ing in.” says Flescher, *Sometimes the draft
Y - ‘ \ Mly problems caused by humidity, is hidden by a bit of broadioom, thll
- . lndmrmmmudmkinmdmge doesn’t mean it’s ‘not there."™
homeowners from plugging the leaks that bascboards should be removed caulkmg
wasie energy and cost them up 10 a thigd of or foam insulation applied. -
their heating bills, says Fletcher. lflhatubaucrpbd'nnthehomwwnu
Crakcs in the thermal envelope ofya house  wants-to tackle, the seams could cnulked
allow warm, moist air 10 leak out hlwnhmebuebo-'dmllm
cold,a'ymm Fleicher says the ‘worst Or, ' Mmyolduhmmhlchmumm
leakage in typical older homes is in the -wymmﬂuhﬂmc&wm
_basement, (around the sill plaics where the round and foam or caulk behind that.
congrete f meets the wood fram- Any area where air can leak into the house
mg. These arcas should be well-scaled with should be scaled with caulking. A smoke
cmlhmmpolymﬂhme foam insulation.  pencil or incense stick will detect drafis.
“Another area that is bad for air leakage is Typical air leakage arcas include: around
around windows. If you install a window eclectrical outlets and switches; around pipes
and just put a litle insulation between the Yand plumbing stacks; and where telephone

- window frame and the frame of the - and cable wires come walls,
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